《Everett’s Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures – Proverbs (Vol. 2)》(Gary H. Everett)
11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1 

Proverbs 11:1 A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight.
Proverbs 11:1 — "A false balance is abomination to the LORD" - Word Study on "false" - Strong says the Hebrew word "false" ( מִרְמָה) (H 4820) means, "deceiving, fraud," and it comes from the root verb ( רָמָה) (H 7411), which means, "to delude or betray." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 39 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "deceit 20, deceitful 8, deceitfully 3, false 2, guile 2, feigned 1, craft 1, subtilty 1, treachery 1."

Word Study on "abomination" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( תֹּועֵבָה) (H 8441) means, means, "something disgusting," and it comes from the primitive verb ( תָּעַב) (H 8581) meaning, "to loathe, to detest." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 117 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "abomination 113, abominable thing 2, abominable 2." 

The phrase "a false balance" literally means, "a deceitful balance."

Proverbs 11:1 — "but a just weight is his delight" - Word Study on "just" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "just" ( שָׁלֵם) (H 8003) means, "whole, perfect, sound, safe, completed, finished." Strong says it means, "complete," and it comes from the root verb ( שָׁלַם) (H 7999), which means, "to be safe, complete." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 27 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "perfect 16, whole 4, full 2, just 1, peaceable 1, misc 3."

The phrase "a just weight" literally means, "a perfect stone."

Proverbs 11:1 — Comments- Proverbs 11:1 contrasts God's response to the justice and the injustice person. God hates with a passion those who are unfair with others, while He rejoices greatly in those who treat others right in daily affairs.

Practical Application - God watches the way we treat other people in this life and judges us accordingly. Each day we live under God's divine favor or judgment. God will treat us the way we have treated others. In this life God will condemn those whom He considers abominable with judgment and calamity and He will bless those in whom He delights with blessings. Many problems in people's lives come from the way they have treated others. 

Psalm 18:25, "With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright;"

James 2:13, "For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment."

Eternal Application - In eternity God will condemn to Hell those whom He considers abominable and He will bless those in whom He delights with a place in Heaven.

Note other translations:

HNV, "A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, But accurate weights are his delight."

YLT, "Balances of deceit are an abomination to Jehovah, And a perfect weight is His delight."

Proverbs 11:1 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Leviticus 19:35-36, "Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure. Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt."

Deuteronomy 25:13-16, "Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a small. Thou shalt not have in thine house divers measures, a great and a small. But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou have: that thy days may be lengthened in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. For all that do such things, and all that do unrighteously, are an abomination unto the LORD thy God."

Proverbs 16:11, "A just weight and balance are the LORD"S: all the weights of the bag are his work."

Proverbs 20:10, "Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD."

Proverbs 20:23, "Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD and a false balance is not good."

Ezekiel 45:9-10, "Thus saith the Lord GOD Let it suffice you, O princes of Israel: remove violence and spoil, and execute judgment and justice, take away your exactions from my people, saith the Lord GOD. Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and a just bath."

Hosea 12:7, "He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress."

Amos 8:4, "Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works."

Micah 6:11, "Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights?"



Verse 2 

Proverbs 11:2 When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is wisdom.
Proverbs 11:2 — "When pride cometh, then cometh shame" - Word Study on "pride" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "pride" ( זָדֹון) (H 2087) means, "swelling, pride, haughtiness." Strong says it means, "arrogance," and it comes from ( זִיד) (H 2102), which means, "to be insolent." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 11times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "pride 6, presumptuously 2, proud 3." 

Word Study on "shame" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( קָלֹון) (H 7036) means, "contempt, shame, ignomity, a shameful deed." Strong says it means, "disgrace." The Enhanced Strong says ( קָלֹון) (H 7036) is used 17 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "shame 13, confusion 1, dishonour 1, ignominy 1, reproach 1." This Hebrew word comes from a primitive root ( קָלָה) (H 7034), which literally means, "to be light," and figuratively it means, "to be in contempt." The Enhanced Strong says ( קָלָה) (H 7034) is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "seem vile 1, shall be condemned 1, lightly esteemed 1, despised 1, base 1, settest light 1."

Proverbs 11:2 — "but with the lowly is wisdom" - Word Study on "lowly" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( צָנַע) (H 6800) is a primitive root that means, "to humiliate." The Enhanced Strong says it is used only 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "lowly 1, humbly 1."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse from the New Testament:

James 1:21, "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

Proverbs 11:2 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 11:2 is seen in the fact that those who exalt themselves are rewarded with shame and thus, brought low, while those who humble themselves willingly are honored with the gift of Wisdom of Solomon , which exalts them above others. 

Pride will affect us in every area of our lives: spiritually, mentally and physically. It will bring us low spiritually ( Proverbs 29:23), it will bring dishonor to our name ( Proverbs 11:2), which represents our character or mental well-being, and it will cut our life short physically ( Proverbs 16:18).

Illustrations- Proverbs 11:2 is clearly illustrated in Daniel 4:28-37, where King Nebuchadnezzar exalted himself above God by saying that his own power as having acquired all of his wealth and power. At that time, God drove him from his palace with the mind of a beast for seven years.

It is also illustrated in the life of Joseph, King David and others in the Scriptures, who walked humbly before the Lord, and were lifted up in honour and power by the hand of God. Jesus tells a parable in Luke 14:7-11 about a wedding feast, where we are to take the lowly seats and let others honor us, rather than we seeking the high seats and being humbled to lowly seats. 

Luke 14:11, "For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

Jesus tells us of the parable of the Pharisee and tax collector in Luke 18:9-14, that we are to not trust in our own righteousness and despise others.

Luke 18:14, "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

Scripture References - Note similar verses. 

Proverbs 3:35, "The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools."

Proverbs 16:18, "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall."

Proverbs 29:23, "A man"s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit."

Note other verses:

Proverbs 3:34-35, "Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools."

1 Peter 5:5-6, "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:"



Verse 3 

Proverbs 11:3 The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.
Proverbs 11:3 — "The integrity of the upright shall guide them" - Word Study on "guide" - Strong says the Hebrew word "guide" ( נָחָה) (H 5148) means, "to guide," and it implies the meaning, "to transport." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 39 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "lead 24, guide 6, bring 4, bestowed 1, lead forth 1, govern 1, put 1, straiteneth 1."

Scripture References- Note:

Psalm 26:1, "(A Psalm of David.) Judge me, O LORD for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD therefore I shall not slide."

Proverbs 11:3 — "but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them" - Word Study on "destroy" - Strong says the Hebrew word "destroy" ( שָׁדַד) (H 7703) means, "to be burly," thus, "to be powerful," and it implies, "to ravage." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 58 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "spoil 30, spoiler 11, waste 8, destroy 2, robbers 2, misc 5."

Scripture References- Note:

Proverbs 21:7, "The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them; because they refuse to do judgment."

Ecclesiastes 7:17, "Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?"

Isaiah 1:28, "And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the LORD shall be consumed."

Proverbs 11:3 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 11:3 is seen in the idea of someone taking a journey. Integrity will guide someone safely on a journey. But perverseness will cause someone to fall prey to robbery and failure and ultimately destruction.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 11:5, "The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness."

Proverbs 13:6, "Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but wickedness overthroweth the sinner."

Psalm 25:21, "Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee."

Proverbs 28:18, "Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once."



Verse 4 

Proverbs 11:4 Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death.
Proverbs 11:4 — "Riches profit not in the day of wrath" - Comments- Micah 6:10 calls these type of riches "treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked". In this passage ( Micah 6:9-16), God illustrates how the wealth gathered by the evil King Omri and his son Ahab, whom God judged by cutting off his seed forever, was gathered by unjust means ( 2 Kings 9:8). 

2 Kings 9:8, "For the whole house of Ahab shall perish: and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel:" 

Ahab had killed many of the prophets of God. But when he coveted the vineyard of Naboth the Jezerelite and took another man's possessions by murder, God sent Elijah to speak judgment upon him The prophet told King Ahab that in the place where the dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs also lick his blood. Because Ahab humbled himself, this prophecy was fulfilled in Ahab's son ( 1 Kings 21:29, 2 Kings 9:25).

1 Kings 21:29, "Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? because he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his days: but in his son"s days will I bring the evil upon his house."

2 Kings 9:25, "Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and cast him in the portion of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I and thou rode together after Ahab his father, the LORD laid this burden upon him;"

Proverbs 11:4 — Comments- In this life, a man who lives by earthly wisdom believes that there is security in wealth. He believes that when he works and saves and becomes wealthy, that his problems will be taken care of. We find a similar statement of this divine truth in Proverbs 10:2-3. But the truth is that wealth gotten by ill means brings more problems. This is why the Scriptures says, "Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith." ( Proverbs 15:16) The place of greatest peace and provision is walking in God's will for our lives. For example, in the days of Noah, even rich men perished in the flood; only Noah and His family lived, and this was because his righteousness. 

Genesis 7:1, "And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation."

In 1 Samuel 25:1-44, the man Nabal was judged and died because he did not give to those in need.

The entirety of Psalm 49 deals with this subject of unrighteous men who trusted in riches.

Psalm 49:6-7, "They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him:"

This Psalm tells us that these people think that their posterity and their name will continue forever. Although they will go to the grave and their riches and glory will not follow them, God will redeem the righteous from the grave.

Psalm 49:15, "But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah."

When God judged the children of Israel during the days of Ezekiel , they threw their silver in the street, because it could not save them from destruction.

Ezekiel 7:19, "They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it is the stumblingblock of their iniquity."

Jesus teaches that our soul is worth more than the wealth of this entire world.

Matthew 16:26, "For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"

In the story of the rich fool found in Luke 12:13-21, we learn that life does not consist in the abundance of our wealth. We are to beware of covetousness and not to worry about our needs being met, for God will take care of us.

Luke 12:20, "But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?"

In the story of the rich man and Lazarus, Jesus warns us of trusting in our riches ( Luke 16:19-31. For riches can easily become a stumbling block to heaven.

Luke 18:25, "For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle"s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God."

The Scriptures teach that these riches will not only be of no benefit, they will actually be used as a testimony that brings greater judgment upon the wicked. In James 5:1-6 God tells the rich man that his riches, gathered by robbing the wages of the poor, will stand as a witness against him on the Day of Judgment.

James 5:1-3, "Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days."

Proverbs 11:4 — Scripture References- Note other similar verses in the book of Proverbs:

Proverbs 10:2-3, "Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death. The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked."

Proverbs 11:28, "He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch."

Note similar verses in the Scriptures:

Job 36:17, "But thou hast fulfilled the judgment of the wicked: judgment and justice take hold on thee. Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee. Will he esteem thy riches? no, not gold, nor all the forces of strength."

Jeremiah 9:23, "Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his Wisdom of Solomon , neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:"

Zephaniah 1:18, "Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD"S wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land."



Verse 5 

Proverbs 11:5 The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. 
Proverbs 11:5 — Word Study on "perfect" - Strong says the Hebrew word "perfect" ( תָּמִים) (H 8549) means, "entire, integrity, truth," and it comes from the primitive root ( תָּמַם) (H 8552), which means, "to complete." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 91times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "without blemish 44, perfect 18, upright 8, without spot 6, uprightly 4, whole 4, sincerely 2, complete 1, full 1, misc 3."

Proverbs 11:5 — Word Study on "shall direct" - Strong says the Hebrew word "shall direct" ( יָשַׁר) (H 3474) is a primitive root word literally meaning, "to be straight, or even," and it is used figuratively to mean, "to (make) right, pleasant, prosperous." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used is used 27 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "please 6, straight 5, direct 4, right 3, well 2, fitted 1, good 1, make straight 1, meet 1, upright 1, uprightly 1."

Proverbs 11:5 — Word Study on "shall fall" - Strong says the Hebrew word "shall fall"( נָפַל) (H 5307) is a primitive root meaning, "to fall," and it is used in a great variety of applications. The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 434times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "fail 318, fall down 25, cast 18, cast down 9, fall away 5, divide 5, overthrow 5, present 5, lay 3, rot 3, accepted 2, lie down 2, inferior 2, lighted 2, lost 2, misc 22."

Proverbs 11:5 — Comments- Darby reads, "The righteousness of the perfect maketh plain his way." As a person seeks to make righteous decisions, his direction become made straight, clear or plain, since the options become narrow under these conditions. In contrast, a wicked man has so many options that he becomes lost and unsure of his decisions. These immoral decisions will always lead down a path of failure.



Verse 6 

Proverbs 11:6 The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness.
Proverbs 11:6 — "The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them" - Word Study on "deliver" - Strong says the Hebrew word "deliver" ( נָצַל) (H 5337) a primitive word that means, "to snatch away, whether in a good or a bad sense." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 213times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "deliver 179, recover 5, rid 3, escape 2, rescue 2, spoil 2, at all 2, take out 2, misc 16."

Comments- It was David's life of righteousness that allowed God to work in his life and bring him deliverance time after time. God's angels encamp about those that fear Him and He delivers them ( Psalm 34:7).

Psalm 34:7, "The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them."

Proverbs 11:6 — "but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness" - Word Study on "taken" - Strong says the Hebrew word "taken" ( לָכַד) (H 3920) is a primitive word that means, "to catch (in a net, a trap a pit)," and it also means, "to capture or to occupy." ." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 121times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "take 112, catch 5, at all 1, frozen 1, holden 1, stick together 1."

Comments- The very plans that men use to destroy others unjustly will be the plans that are used to destroy themselves. We see this illustrated in the plans of Haman to destroy the Jews. He built gallows fifty cubits high in an effort to destroy Mordecai, when he himself would become the one to hang from it.

We see how King Saul attempted to take the life of David in battle, calling him a threat to the nation as a way of justifying his death. Saul considered David a threat to the throne, which he believed belonged to his sons. Saul himself eventually died in battle, along with his sons, cutting off his seed to the throne.

Proverbs 11:6 — Comments- The righteous are "snatched" from harm's way, while the transgressors are "caught or trapped" and held bondage in their sins.

Scripture References- Note similar verses.

Proverbs 1:31, "Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices."

Proverbs 14:14, "The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself."



Verse 7 

Proverbs 11:7 When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth. 
Proverbs 11:7 — Word Study on "dieth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "dieth" ( מָוֶת) (H 4194) means, "death, the dead," and it comes from the primitive root ( מוּת) (H 4191) meaning, "to die." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 160 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "death 128, die 22, dead 8, deadly 1, slay 1."

Proverbs 11:7 — Word Study on "expectation" - Strong says the Hebrew word "expectation" ( תִּקְוָה) (H 8615) -literally means, "a cord," and it is also used figuratively to mean, "expectancy." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 34times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hope 23, expectation 7, line 2, the thing that I long for 1, expected 1."

The Hebrew word ( תִּקְוָה) comes from the primitive root ( קָוָה) (H 6960) meaning, "to bind together, to collect," and it is used figuratively, "to collect." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 49 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "wait 29, look 13, wait for 1, look for 1, gathered 1, misc 4."

Proverbs 11:7 — Word Study on "perish…..perisheth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "perish" ( אָבַד) (H 6), which is used two times in this verse, is a primitive root that means, "to wander away," thus, "to lose oneself," and it implies, "to perish." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 184times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "perish 98, destroy 62, lose 10, fail 2, surely 2, utterly 2, broken 1, destruction 1, escape 1, flee 1, spendeth 1, take 1, undone 1, void 1."

Proverbs 11:7 — Word Study on "hope" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hope" ( תֹּוחֶלֶת) (H 8431) - It means, "expectation." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hope 6." 

The Hebrew word ( תֹּוחֶלֶת) comes from the primitive root ( יָחַל) (H 3176) meaning, "to wait," and it implies, "to be patient, to hope." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 42times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "hope 22, wait 12, tarry 3, trust 2, variant 2, stayed 1."

Proverbs 11:7 — Comments- Proverbs 11:7 literally reads, "In (the) death of a wicked man expectation shall perish and the hope of the unjust perishes."

A wicked man's hope is in this life. Our hope as Christians is in eternal life. Thus, when a wicked man dies, none of his hopeful expectations are realized, but rather disappointment and horror. His hope for anything comes to a complete end; it dies. In contrast, when a righteous man dies, his hopes are just beginning to be realizes, and far beyond his expectations and will continue throughout eternity. Note similar verses:

Job 27:8, "For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul?"

Proverbs 10:28, "The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish."

Proverbs 14:32, "The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death."

In the parable of the rich fool how the rich man's hopes were in the things of this world, for he said to himself, "Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." But once he died, his hope of good things died with him. ( Luke 12:13-21)

In the story of the rich man and Lazarus, we see how poor Lazarus's hope was realized in his death, while the expectations of the rich man perished at his death ( Luke 16:19-31).



Verse 8 

Proverbs 11:8 The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead.
Proverbs 11:8 — Comments- As we walk in the Spirit, the Lord will warn us of dangers so that we can avoid them. But the wicked walk right into danger and they only know to call it bad luck or fate.

Proverbs 11:8 — Illustrations:
1. As when Haman took the place of Mordecai at the gallows. Haman has prepared them for a man of righteousness, but God delivered him and put the wicked man in his place to be hanged.

Esther 7:10, "So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king"s wrath pacified."

2. As when the three Hebrew children were delivered from the fiery furnace and their executioners were thrown in.

Daniel 3:22, "Therefore because the king"s commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego."

3. As when Daniel was delivered from the lion's den and his enemies were devoured by them in his place. 

Daniel 6:24, "And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel , and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den."

4. In Acts 12, Peter is delivered from prison and the guards face death in his stead.



Verse 9 

Proverbs 11:9 An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.
Proverbs 11:9 — Word Study on "hypocrite" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hypocrite" ( חָנֵף) (H 2611) literally means, "soiled," and it refers figuratively to "the impious." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 13times in the Old Testament. being translated in the KJV as, "hypocrite 13." 

The Hebrew word "hypocrite" ( חָנֵף) comes from the primitive root ( חָנֵף) (H 2610), which means, "to soil, especially in a moral sense." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 11times in the Old Testament. being translated in the KJV as, "pollute 4, defile 4, greatly 1, corrupt 1, profane 1."

Adam Clarke tells us that this word is better translated, "infidel" than "hypocrite." 83] The ASV and RSV translated it as "godless man." It is also translated "impious man" (JPS) The word does not imply one who is pretending, but one who is filthy within. 

83] Adam Clarke, Proverbs , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 11:8.

Proverbs 11:9 — "An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour" - Comments- The book of Hebrews tells us to be careful not to allow the root of bitterness enter our hearts and thus defile many others. 

Hebrews 12:15, "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;"

Paul tells the Romans that those who cause divisions within their church use words of deceit and hypocrisy to deceive the hearts of the simple.

Romans 16:17-18, "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 16:29, "A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not good."

Proverbs 11:9 — Comments- Proverbs 11:9 contrasts destruction with deliverance. The ungodly have the ability to destroy those around him because they do not know how to discern between good and evil. But because of the knowledge of God's ways, the righteous are able to find deliverance from such destructive ways of the wicked. Even through the deception of hypocrisy, the righteous find deliverance. 

While the neighbour listens to the lies and deceit of the hypocrite, the righteous listens to the Words of God. Therefore, the words that we believe lead us into a path of deliverance or destruction.



Verse 10 

Proverbs 11:10 When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting. 
Proverbs 11:10 — "When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth" - Word Study on "it goeth well" - Strong says the Hebrew word "it goeth well" ( טוּב) (H 2898) is a noun that means, "good (used in the widest sense)," and it comes from the primitive root ( יָטַב) (H 2895), which means, "to be good (well)." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is use 32times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "goodness 14, good 9, goods 3, good thing 2, fair 1, gladness 1, joy 1, well 1." 

Scripture Reference- Note:

Revelation 11:15-17, "And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned."

Proverbs 11:10 — "and when the wicked perish, there is shouting" - Comments- Despite a nation's religion, the general populace of any people appreciates a man who lives a life of righteousness and despises those who are wicked. Thus, there is shouting when the wicked perish because the wicked, when they rule, bring much sorrow to the people. Note the rejoicing in heaven over the destruction of Babylon:

Revelation 18:20-21, "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her. And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all."

Revelation 19:1-2, "And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand."

Illustration- I watched today as the city of Baghdad fell to American troops. The people came out into the streets rejoicing because the regime of Saddam Hussein had fallen after decades of oppression. The people gathered into groups and cheered. They looted the government buildings that had raped the nations. They tore down statues and pictures of this evil leader. It was interesting to watch those few faithful to this regime declare foolish lies to support their wickedness. But the truth was that no one believed them. For the majority of people see the truth. Those few who ruled may have been feared, but no one loved them (April 9, 2003). 

Proverbs 11:10 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 29:2, "When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn."



Verse 11 

Proverbs 11:11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. 
Proverbs 11:11 — Comments- A righteous man has the divine authority to bring blessings into all that is under his domain. Therefore, when he is placed into a position of leadership, he brings heavenly blessings into this domain. The best example of this was the reign of King David. His leadership brought the blessings of God upon the entire nation. 

In contrast, a wicked man is cursed in every area of his life. When he is given dominion over others, he brings these same curses into the lives of those around him. A good example of this is the stories of the wicked reigns of the kings of Israel and Judah. The most extreme example is how King Manasseh brought a divine sentence of judgment upon the nation of Israel for which there was not remedy.

2 Kings 24:3-4, "Surely at the commandment of the LORD came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Prayer of Manasseh , according to all that he did; And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the LORD would not pardon."

Proverbs 11:10-11 — Comments- Leadership - Proverbs 11:10-11 form a couplet in the sense that they both speak of leadership over a city.



Verse 12-13 

Proverbs 11:12 He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding holdeth his peace. 
Proverbs 11:12 — "He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour" - Word Study on "wisdom" - Strong says the Hebrew word "wisdom" ( לֵב) (H 3820) literally means, "the heart," and "used very widely for the feelings." It is a form of ( לֵבָב) (H 3824), which means, "the heart (as the most interior organ)." However both of these words can be used figuratively to refer to the feelings, the will and even the intellect. Strong say it also refers to "the center of anything."

Word Study on "despiseth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "despiseth" ( בּוּז) (H 936) means, "to disrespect." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 12times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "despise 10, contemned 1, utterly (inf. for emphasis) 1."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse.

Proverbs 14:21, "He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he."

Proverbs 11:12 — "but a man of understanding holdeth his peace" - Scripture References- Note:

Proverbs 10:19, "In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise."

Proverbs 11:12 — Illustrations:
1 Samuel 10:26-27, "And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went with him a band of men, whose hearts God had touched. But the children of Belial said, How shall this man save us? And they despised him, and brought him no presents. But he held his peace."

2 Kings 18:36, "But the people held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king"s commandment was, saying, Answer him not."

1 Peter 2:23, "Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:"

Proverbs 11:13 A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.
Proverbs 11:13 — Word Study on "talebearer" - Strong says the Hebrew word "talebearer" ( הָלַךְ) (H 1980) is a primitive root that literally means, "to walk." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 500 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "go 217, walk 156, come 16, ...away 7, ...along 6, misc 98." Thus, this word describes one who goes about telling gossip to others.

Proverbs 11:13 — Comments - Note that the Law of Moses strictly forbade this type of activity ( Leviticus 19:16). Like a walking merchant or peddler, he offers his secrets to anyone who will listen.

Leviticus 19:16, "Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD."

What is the remedy to tale bearing under the new covenant? If there is an issue, discuss it between you and your neighbour alone.

Proverbs 25:9, "Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another:"

Within the setting of a church, the Gospel of Matthew gives a clear remedy so as to avoid the damage that gossip can do to a group of believers.

Matthew 18:15-17, "Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican."

This method stops the harm that slander can cause. Note:

Proverbs 26:20-22, "Where no wood Isaiah , there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a contentious man to kindle strife. The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 20:19, "He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips."

Proverbs 11:12-13 — Comments- The Tongue - Proverbs 11:12-13 form a couplet in the sense that they both contrast how the wicked speaks evil against others while the righteous controls his words about others.

A fool speaks his mind, while a wise man carefully weighs the words that come out of his mouth. He develops the ability to withhold words that do not bring a benefit to others. If a fool does not like someone, he speaks poorly about him. If he knows information that is confidential, he cannot hold back, he has to tell it to someone. But a wise man will not speak quickly against someone, nor will he reveal a matter that he considers confidential. 

A true friend will not talk bad about you to others. They will not develop a despiteful attitude about you as they learn your weaknesses. Instead, they will quietly work to strengthen your character. Proverbs 11:12 can describe the person who speaks poorly to a person's face, while Proverbs 11:13 shows how this fool speaks slanderous gossip behind his back.



Verse 14-15 

Proverbs 11:14 Where no counsel Isaiah , the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.
Proverbs 11:14 — Comments- J. Vernon McGee translates Proverbs 11:14, "Where no management Isaiah , the people fall." 84] Everyone needs to learn how to take counsel, regardless of how smart he may be. The best example of this can be seen in daily business decisions. A business manager consults his attorneys, contractors, engineers, his supervisors, his colleagues and consulting firms, before he makes any significant decision. I know some businessmen who will not make any important decision without "sleeping on the matter" and taking these issues to the Lord in prayer. In comparison to this type of decision is the person who makes rash, emotional decisions with the intent of outdoing some competitor. His decisions are many times thwarted or cause more problems that they fix.

84] J. Vernon McGee, Proverbs , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Proverbs 11:14.

Illustration - A good illustration of Proverbs 11:14 is seen in the story of King Rehoboam. The ten northern tribes came to him at the beginning of his reign and asked him to lighten the yoke that his father King Solomon had placed upon them. But Rehoboam took bad counsel and thus lost these tribes (See 1 Kings 12:1-19).

Illustration - The Lord gave me a dream in 2000 that well illustrates Proverbs 11:14. I was managing a Christian television station in Kampala, Uganda, half way around the world from my supervisors. I spent much of each workday writing reports to them so that they could make decisions and give me daily counsel. In this dream, I was walking on an old wooden pier in the night, with the dark water just under this wooden bridge. There were no handrails to hold on to. Just as I was about to fall off into the dark water, my supervisors ran up and grabbed me. They were my help in staying on this narrow and difficult path. Without them, I would fall. When I awoke, I immediately knew the meaning of this dream. I was to take careful heed to their daily counsel and instructions.

Proverbs 11:14 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 15:22, "Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellors they are established."

Proverbs 24:6, "For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors there is safety."

Proverbs 11:15 He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure.
Proverbs 11:15 — Word Study on "shall smart" - In the English phrase "He…shall smart for it" of Proverbs 11:15, we see the intensive use of two similar words ( רַע־יֵרֹוע) in the Hebrew text. Some translators use the single Hebrew word ( רוּע) (H 7321) twice, which Strong says is a primitive root that means, "to mar (especially by breaking)," and figuratively, it means, "to split the ears (with sound), i.e. to shout (for alarm or for joy)." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 46 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "shout 23, noise 7, ..alarm 4, cry 4, triumph 3, smart 1, misc 4." In translating this word in the Hebrew text, John Gill reads, "In breaking, shall be broken." 85] The ASV gives as an alternative reading the intensive rendering, "shall be sore broken."

85] John Gill, Proverbs , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Proverbs 11:15.

Other scholars believe that there are two Hebrew words used in Proverbs 11:15, which are ( רָעַע) and ( רַע). Strong says the Hebrew word ( רָעַע) (H 7489) is a primitive root that means, "to spoil (literally by breaking to pieces)," and figuratively, it means, "to make good for nothing." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 83times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, it is "evil 20, evildoer 10, hurt 7, wickedly 5, worse 5, afflict 5, wicked 4, break 3, doer 3, ill 3, harm 3, displease 2, misc 13."

Strong says the Hebrew word ( רַע) (H 7451), which is derived from the primitive root ( רָעַע) described in the previous paragraph, means, "bad, evil." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 663times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "evil 442, wickedness 59, wicked 25, mischief 21, hurt 20, bad 13, trouble 10, sore 9, affliction 6, ill 5, adversity 4, favoured 3, harm 3, naught 3, noisome 2, grievous 2, sad 2, misc 34."

Using these two words together, the DRC reads, "shall be afflicted with evil"; the NIV says, "will surely suffer"; KD translate these two words, "It fares ill, nothing but ill," and "he is badly treated in a bad way." 

Proverbs 11:15 — Word Study on "suretiship" - Strong says the Hebrew word "suretiship" ( תָּקַע) (H 8628) is a primitive root meaning, "to clatter, i.e. to slap (the hands together), to clang." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 69 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "blow 46, fasten 5, strike 4, pitch 3, thrust 2, clap 2, sounded 2, cast 1, misc 4."

Comments- In Proverbs 1:15 this word means, "to strike hands together (in agreement)." The NIV reads, "He who puts up security for another will surely suffer, but whoever refuses to strike hands in pledge is safe."

Proverbs 11:15 — Word Study on "sure" - Strong says the Hebrew word "sure" ( בָּטוּחַ) (H 982) is a primitive root literally meaning, "to hide for refuge," and figuratively it means, "to trust, to be confident or sure." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 120 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "trust 103, confidence 4, secure 4, confident 2, bold 1, careless 1, hope 1, hoped 1, ones 1, sure 1, women 1".

Proverbs 11:15 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 11:15 is seen in the fact that a person who becomes surety for a stranger will have severe problems and afflictions for it, while the one who avoids surety will find true safety from problems.

Proverbs 11:15 — Scripture References- Note similar passages:

Proverbs 6:1-5, "My Song of Solomon , if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. Do this now, my Song of Solomon , and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler."

Proverbs 17:18, "A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence of his friend."

Proverbs 20:16, "Take his garment that is surety for a stranger: and take a pledge of him for a strange woman."

Proverbs 22:26-27, "Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts. If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy bed from under thee?"

Proverbs 27:13, "Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman."



Verse 16-17 

Proverbs 11:16 A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men retain riches. 
Proverbs 11:16 — Word Study on "gracious" - Strong says the Hebrew word "gracious" ( חֵן) (H 2580) means, "graciousness," and subjectively, it means, "kindness, or favor," and objectively, it means, "beauty," and it comes from the primitive root ( חָנַן) (H 2603) meaning, "to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior," thus, "to favor, or to bestow." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 69 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "grace 38, favour 26, gracious 2, pleasant 1, precious 1, wellfavoured + 028961." The Hebrew word ( חֵן) (H 2580) is used 13times in the book of Proverbs of 69 uses in the Old Testament. 

Comments- This word is descriptive of the way the humble are exalted and given honor by God and man.

Proverbs 1:9, "For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck."

Proverbs 3:4, "So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

Proverbs 3:22, "So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck."

Proverbs 3:34, "Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly."

Proverbs 4:9, "She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee."

Proverbs 11:16 — Word Study on "retaineth…retain" - Strong says the Hebrew word "retaineth..retain" ( תָּמַךְ) (H 8551), which is used twice in this verse, means, "to sustain, to obtain, to keep fast."

Proverbs 11:16 — Word Study on "strong men" - Strong says the Hebrew word "strong men" ( עָרִיץ) (H 6184) means, "fearful, powerful, tyrannical," it comes from the verb ( עָרַץ) (H 6206), which means, "to awe, to dread," thus, "to harass." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 20 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "terrible 8, terrible one 5, oppressor 3, mighty 1, power 1, strong 1, violent 1." 

Proverbs 11:16 — Comments- While a "gracious" person is given honor and exaltation, the Old Testament gives a negative description of the Hebrew word translated "strong men." Isaiah uses this same word to say that the haughtiness of the terrible ones, or "strong ones," will lay them low.

Isaiah 13:11, "And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.

Note how this same Hebrew word is used in the following verses to refer to people who exalt themselves being brought low by God.

Psalm 86:14, "O God, the proud are risen against me, and the assemblies of violent men have sought after my soul; and have not set thee before them."

Isaiah 25:5, "Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low."

Isaiah 29:20, "For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off:"

The contrast of Proverbs 11:16 can be seen in the fact that gracious and humble people see honor, while strong, violent people seek worldly riches. A gracious woman seeks to preserve her reputation, her modesty, her dignity and respect, but a strong, aggressive person of the world will use his strength to seek the wealth of this world. 

This sense of honor would follow the same meaning as found in Proverbs 29:23.

Proverbs 29:23, "A man"s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit."

We would also see the same sense in the honor given to the virtuous woman.

Proverbs 31:28-30, "Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

John Gill notes an addition way to interpret Proverbs 11:16. He says that some would read the verse, "A gracious woman retains honor as strong men retain riches." 86] In other words, a gracious woman holds on to honor with the same tenacity as a strong man does to his riches. As a strong man has the power to keep his riches, so does a gracious woman have the power to retain her honor without losing it.

86] John Gill, Proverbs , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Proverbs 11:16.

Illustration- Proverbs 11:16 can be illustrated in the story of Nabal and his wife Abigail. When David sought assistance from Nabal, he refused out of a heart of pride. Nevertheless, his wife Abigail humbled herself before David and spared the life of her husband ( 1 Samuel 25:2-42). 

We also see this graciousness in the life of Ruth. Her humble and gracious character gained her honor in a foreign land and she was rewarded with a godly husband.

Proverbs 11:17 The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh. 
Proverbs 11:17 — Word Study on "good" - Strong says the Hebrew word "good" ( גָּמַל) (H 1580) is a primitive root meaning, "to treat a person (well or ill), i.e. benefit or requite." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 37 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "wean 10, reward 8, dealt bountifully 4, do 4, bestowed 2, recompense 2, weaned child 2, do good 1, requite 1, ripening 1, served 1, yielded 1."

Comments- It carries the sense that a merciful man "repays" himself by his gracious deeds. 

Proverbs 11:17 — Word Study on "troubleth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "troubleth" ( עָכַר) (H 5916) is a primitive root literally meaning, "to roil (water)," and figuratively, "to disturb, to afflict." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 14times in the Old Testament. being translated in the KJV as, "trouble 12, stirred 1, troubler 1."

Comments- Note other uses of this same Hebrew word. Simeon and Levi troubled their father Israel because of their cruelty.

Genesis 34:30, "And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house."

Achan troubled Israel during the Joshua's conquest of Canaan.

Joshua 6:18, "And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it."

Joshua 7:25, "And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones."

1 Chronicles 2:7, "And the sons of Carmi; Achar, the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in the thing accursed."

King Saul had troubled the land of Israel.

1 Samuel 14:29, "Then said Jonathan, My father hath troubled the land: see, I pray you, how mine eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted a little of this honey."

King Ahab had troubled the land of Israel.

1 Kings 18:17-18, "And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim."

Note other uses of this same Hebrew word in the book of Proverbs. — 

Proverbs 11:29, "He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart."

Proverbs 15:6, "In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble."

Proverbs 15:27, "He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live."

Proverbs 11:17 — Comments- The heart and attitude of a man will affect his own physical health. This has even been shown to be the case from medical science. A happy heart brings healing to the physical body.

Proverbs 14:30, "A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones."

Proverbs 15:13, "A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken."

Proverbs 17:22, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones."

Proverbs 18:14, "The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?"

God will even reach down and heal the one who has shown mercy to others. God always considers the merciful.

Psalm 41:1-4, "(To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.) Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee."

Isaiah 58:7-8, "Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward."

Matthew 5:7, "Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy."

I have learned from being a manger for ten years that it does more harm to myself than to any other person when I get upset or angry at someone or at a situation. It is exhausting physically and mentally to be upset. It eventually brings ill health. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts regarding sin and sickness:

"How can I give you healing for your body whilst there is anxiety in thy mind? So long as there is dis-ease in thy thoughts, there shall be disease in thy body. Ye have need of many things, but one thing in particular ye must develop for thine own preservation, and that is an absolute confidence in My loving care.

"‘Come unto Me', it is written, ‘all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.' ( Matthew 11:28) Only when your mind is at rest can your body build health. Worry is an actively destructive force. Anxiety produces tension, and tension is the road to pain. Anger throws poison into the system that no anti-biotic ever can counter. 

"‘Be sure your sin will find you out', the Bible states. One of the most common ways that hidden sin is revealed is through the maladies of the body. More arthritis is brought about by resentments and r than is caused by wrong diet. Moe asthma is caused by repressed fury than by pollen or cat fur.

"There was no illness in the body of Jesus because there was no sin in His soul. There was weariness as a natural result of labor and sacrificial service, but there was no undue fatigue and exhaustion brought on by anxiety." 87]

87] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 92-3.

The cruel person is someone who cannot control his temper. He is always angry and thus behaves himself cruelly towards others. This constant expression of cruelty will eventually cause him relationships and bring him into trouble. Note:

James 2:13, "For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment."

James 5:1-5 tells us of the miseries of the rich for treating the poor cruel by holding back their wages.

Proverbs 11:17 also tells us that the remedy for a cruel person is to begin to show mercy towards others. 

The contrast in Proverbs 11:17 is seen in the fact that a merciful man does good to others, while a cruel man does evil to others. Each one has their reward. Cornelius is an example of a man who was repaid with the message of salvation through Jesus Christ because of his almsgiving ( Acts 10). Judas Iscariot is an example of a man whose cruelty and greed cost him his own soul ( Acts 1:15-20). We also see this divine truth in the eternal rewards as seen in the Parable of the Judgment of the Nations in Matthew 25:31-46. In this parable, we see that God will one day separate the sheep from the goats and give each one their eternal rewards.



Verse 18-19 

Proverbs 11:18 The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward. 
Proverbs 11:18 — Comments- This deceitful work of the wicked serves to deceive two people. It often deceives the simple one who is not trained to discern the wiles of the devil. Secondly, these deceitful works eventually serve to deceive the soul of the one who created them. I have lived in Africa long enough to see how corruption works itself back to the corrupt one, exposing him and bringing him down to ruin. Although this may take some time, the worker of deceit will eventually himself be deceived and brought down. This is his sure reward. 

Although a wicked man may think that he had secured his reward through deceit, it Isaiah , in fact, not his ultimate reward. As described in James 5:1-5, the very gold and silver that he has acquired through deceit will itself become a testimony against him. For he will soon lose his wealth gained by vanity and receive his judgment from God, which is sure. 

Proverbs 10:2, "Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death."

In contrast, the man who sows righteousness knows the surety of his reward. For he has not deceived others, neither is he deceived about his reward. He knows the certainty of his reward. His rewards are permanent, while the wicked man's rewards are temporal.

Proverbs 11:18 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Hosea 10:12, "Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you."

Galatians 6:7-9, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not."

James 3:18, "And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace."

Proverbs 11:19 As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death. 
Proverbs 11:19 — "As righteousness tendeth to life" - Word Study on "life" - The Hebrew word "life" ( חַי) (H 2416) a commonly used word meaning, "alive, life" (Strong). Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( חָיָה) (H 2421), which means, "to live." This word is found in the plural form in the Hebrew text of Proverbs 11:19. It is called an abstract plural, which is used to show quality rather than quantity. It sums up either the conditions or the qualities inherent within the idea of abstract nouns. 88]

88] F. W. Gesenius, Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar, 2nd English ed, eds. E. Kautzsch and S. A. E. Cowley (2003), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 396 (section 1241.d).

Proverbs 11:19 — "so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death" - Comments- The phrase "he that pursueth evil" describes a person who is given over to wickedness, compared to a person who may fall into sin, but does not become ensnared with its grip. The more aggressively a man pursues evil, the faster is his end.

Proverbs 11:19 — Comments- As Proverbs 11:17 has told us that sowing either righteousness or evil brings physical rewards, and Proverbs 11:18 says that these rewards are certain, thus Proverbs 11:19 tells us that outcome is either life or death. There are no verbs in the Hebrew of Proverbs 11:19, thus, the verse reads literally, "As righteousness to life, and he that pursues evil to his death."

From the plural use of "life," we see the emphasis upon the abundant life that righteousness brings contrasted with the certainty of one's own death if evil is pursued. This verse tells us that godliness promotes a long physical life.

Psalm 55:23, "But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in thee."

Proverbs 11:19 also applies to eternal life.

Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Illustrations- There are many examples of the divine truths found in the proverbs. King David was a man that pursued righteousness and he found abundant and eternal life. King Saul is a man that pursued evil and his life was cut off before its time.

The story of Abimelech found in Judges 9:1-57 teaches us how wickedness eventually catches up with us. He killed his brothers to gain the throne and was eventually killed by a millstone, having died a shameful death at the hands of a woman. Thus, divine providence rendered upon him all of the evil that he had sown in the lives of others.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 8:35-36, "For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death."

Proverbs 10:16, "The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin."

Proverbs 12:28, "In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death."

Proverbs 19:16, "He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul; but he that despiseth his ways shall die."

Proverbs 19:23, "The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil."

James 1:14-15, "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."



Verse 20-21 

Proverbs 11:20 They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight. 
Proverbs 11:20 — Word Study on "froward" - Strong says the Hebrew word "forward" ( עִקֵּשׁ) (H 6141) means, "distorted," hence, "false," and it comes from ( עָקַשׁ) (H 6140), which a primitive root that means, "to knot, or distort," and it is used figuratively to mean, "to pervert, to make crooked." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 11times in the Old Testament. being translated in the KJV as, "froward 6, perverse 4, crooked 1." 

Proverbs 11:20 — Word Study on "abomination" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( תֹּועֵבָה) (H 8441) means, means, "something disgusting," and it comes from the primitive verb ( תָּעַב) (H 8581) meaning, "to loathe, to detest." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 117 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "abomination 113, abominable thing 2, abominable 2." 

Proverbs 11:20 — Word Study on "upright" - Strong says the Hebrew word "upright" ( תָּמִים) (H 8549) means, "entire, integrity, truth," and it comes from the primitive root ( תָּמַם) (H 8552), which means, "to complete." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 91times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "without blemish 44, perfect 18, upright 8, without spot 6, uprightly 4, whole 4, sincerely 2, complete 1, full 1, misc 3."

Proverbs 11:20 — Word Study on "delight" - Strong says the Hebrew word "delight" ( רָצֹון) (H 7522) means, "delight." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 56 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "favour 15, will 14, acceptable 8, delight 5, pleasure 5, accepted 4, desire 3, acceptance 1, selfwill 1." 

Comments- As we serve the Lord, we will find His divine favor. 

Proverbs 11:20 — Comments- God despises a heart that is not genuine, whether it be in the business, or in the church. This tells us that God prefers that we be honest with Him, rather than pretending to be righteous. We will find more blessings in a genuine heart, regardless of our weaknesses and failures, rather than come to Him pretending to be righteous. Psalm 5:6 says that God abhors the deceitful man and will destroy him. He may appear righteous before men, such as the Pharisees, but God looks upon the heart. Note that the underlined word in this verse is used in Proverbs 11:20 as "abomination."

Psalm 5:6, "Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man."

The upright will find delight, or favor, in God's eyes. Note that the underlined word in these verses is used in Proverbs 11:20 as "delight."

Psalm 5:12, "For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield."

Psalm 30:5, "For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."

Psalm 119:1, "ALEPH. Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD."

Proverbs 19:12, "The king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the grass."

David prayed before the Lord," I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all these things: and now have I seen with joy thy people, which are present here, to offer willingly unto thee." ( 1 Chronicles 29:17)

God will show Himself upright to the upright and froward to the froward.

Psalm 18:25-26, "With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright; With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward."

A clear illustration of this verse can be seen in the lives of King Saul and King David. Saul pretended to be upright by offering sacrifices to the Lord and it cost him his kingship. But David found favor in the eyes of the Lord because of his upright heart.

Proverbs 11:20 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 11:7, "For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright."

Psalm 140:13, "Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in thy presence."

Proverbs 12:22, "Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight."

Proverbs 15:8, "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight."

Proverbs 21:29, "A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the upright, he directeth his way."

Proverbs 11:21 Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered. 
Proverbs 11:21 — "Though hand join in hand" - Comments- The Hebrew phrase ( יָד לְיָד) literally means, "hand to hand." The KJV brings out the idea of a handshake in this phrase. Scholars give several interpretations for the phrase "hand in hand," which determines how one contrasts Proverbs 11:21.

(1) The Handing Down from One Generation to the Other- First, the phrase "hand in hand" may carry the concept of handing down from one generation to the other, which contrasts well with the "seed of the righteous" in the second part of the verse. JFB quotes Mercer, DeDieu, and Maurer, who believe that this phrase refers to the succession of parents and children. 89] KD refer to Bottcher, who interprets the phrase "hand to hand" to means, "from one hand to another." 90] Just as the seed of the righteous will benefit from these blessings, so will the descendants of the wicked find punishment. E. H. Plumpter says, "From hand to hand, from one generation to another, punishment shall descend on the evil doers." 91] Note this principle in Exodus 20:5-6.

89] Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Proverbs , in Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:21.

90] C. F. Keil, and F. Delitzsch, Proverbs , in Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:21.

91] E. H. Plumpter, Proverbs , in The Holy Bible According to the Authorized Version (A.D 1611), with an Explanation and Critical Commentary and a Revision of the Translation, by Bishops and Clergy of the Anglican Church, vol 4, ed. F. C. Cook (London: John Murray, 1873), 560.

Exodus 20:5-6, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments."

The blessings of the righteous will forever be handed down to his descendants as it brings never-ending blessings from one generation to the next. But the punishment that God hands down to the wicked will cut off their seed after the fourth generation and thus, purge the world of this wickedness. For example, Jesus Christ gave His blessings to twelve apostles. The blessings from the Gospel of Jesus have been handed down for thousands of years, and even into eternity. In contrast, the Lord cut off Ahab and other wicked leaders in Israel in their fourth generation.

(2) God Hands Down His Divine Judgment- John Gill quotes Jarchi's (Rashi's) interpretation of Proverbs 11:21, which says, "from the hand of the Holy One, blessed be Hebrews , to his hand shall come to him his wage, and he will not be cleansed of the evil that he committed." 92] In other words, this phrase would mean that God hands down His divine judgment from His hand into the hand of the sinners.

92] John Gill, 1 Kings , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on comments on Proverbs 11:21; The Complete Jewish Bible with Rashi Commentary, ed. A. J. Rosenberg (New York: The Judaica Press Company, 1963) [on-line]; accessed 13December 2009; available from http//www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16445/showrashi/true; Internet, comments on Proverbs 11:21.

(3) A Handshake and a Covenant- This phrase may carry the idea of a handshake and a covenant. JFB says, "The combined power of the wicked cannot free them from just punishment." 93] It would mean that the wicked may have many joined in agreement, but this will not protect him from divine wrath. It refers to the protection that comes in the ancient societies from joining in league and covenants with neighbours. This practice of covenant-making was the best assurance of protection against other warlords and bands of marauders. 

93] Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Proverbs , in Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:21.

(4) The Concept of Certainty- Most modern translations interpret this phrase "hand to hand" to be a Hebrew idiom that means, "You have my word on it." Thus, it refers to a pledge made in a handshake, giving the figurative interpretation "certainly." KD prefer to side with Ewald's view that this phrase refers to a pledge or a guarantee. They quote Job 17:3 as an example. 94]

94] C. F. Keil, and F. Delitzsch, Proverbs , in Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:21.

Job 17:3, "Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee; who is he that will strike hands with me?"

Thus, the idea of a promise, a guarantee, or a certainty that something will come to pass is implied. Note how many versions translate this phrase with this idea:

BBE, "Certainly the evil-doer will not go free from punishment, but the seed of the upright man will be safe."

HNV, "Most assuredly, the evil man will not be unpunished, But the seed of the righteous will be delivered."

JPS, "My hand upon it! the evil man shall not be unpunished; but the seed of the righteous shall escape."

NIV, "Be sure of this: The wicked will not go unpunished, but those who are righteous will go free."

We find this same entire Hebrew phrase in Proverbs 16:5 ( יָד לְיָד לֹא־יִנָּקֶה).

Proverbs 16:5, "Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished."

Note how other translations of Proverbs 16:5 carry the idea of certainty. 

Brenton, "Every one that is proud in heart is unclean before God, and he that unjustly strikes hands with hand shall not be held guiltless."

DRC, "Every proud man is an abomination to the Lord: though hand should be joined to hand, he is not innocent."

JPS, "Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD my hand upon it! he shall not be unpunished."

NIV, "The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished."

(5) The Making of Unjust Agreements- The LXX says that this phrase refers to people who make "unjust" agreements with others bringing punishment upon themselves.

Brenton, "He that unjustly strikes hands shall not be unpunished: but he that sows righteousness he shall receive a faithful reward."

Proverbs 11:21 — "the wicked shall not be unpunished" - Word Study on "unpunished" - Strong says the Hebrew word "unpunished" ( נָקָה) (H 5352) is a primitive root used literally and figuratively to mean, "to be (made) clean," and it implies, "to be bare, i.e. extirpated or acquitted." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 44times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "unpunished 11, guiltless 5, innocent 5, clear 4, cleanse 3, free 2, by no means 2, acquit 2, altogether 2, cut off 2, at all 1, blameless 1, desolate 1, quit 1, utterly 1, wholly 1."

Proverbs 11:21 — "but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered" - Word Study on "delivered" - Strong says the Hebrew word "delivered" ( מָלַט) (H 4422) is a primitive root meaning, "to be smooth, i.e. (by implication) to escape (as if by slipperiness)," and used in the causative, it carries the meaning, "to release or to rescue." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 95 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "escape 47, deliver 33, save 5, ...out 4, alone 1, get away 1, lay 1, preserve 1, speedily 1, surely 1."

Comments- The phrase "the seed of the righteous" implies that within every human being can be sown seeds of righteousness or seeds of unrighteousness which will determine that person's destiny. A righteous man produces righteous offspring while a wicked man produces wicked offspring. Any child can be taken and developed into either offspring. This is why Proverbs 22:6 says, "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it."

Comments- Not only will the righteous find God's protection, but his children will partake of these divine blessings. Note:

Genesis 17:7, "And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee."

Psalm 37:25-26, "I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed."

Psalm 112:1-2, "Praise ye the LORD. Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his commandments. His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright shall be blessed."

Proverbs 11:21 — Comments- In this uncertain world, there are two things that are certain. The contrast Proverbs 11:21 is seen in the fact that the wicked will certainly have to pay for their sins, while the righteous will be rescued from them and from the problems and punishment that result from sins. We know that this deliverance is accomplished only through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Both the wicked and the righteous live in the same neighborhood. They met together and work together. The travel the same roads together and shop at the same markets. Yet, one will find calamity while the other finds divine protection. 



Verse 22-23 

Proverbs 11:22 As a jewel of gold in a swine"s snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion. 
Proverbs 11:22 — "As a jewel of gold in a swine"s snout" - Comments- This phrase alludes to the practice of placing an iron ring in the snout of the pig in order to prevent him from rooting up the soil. Because animals were kept close to the houses of their owners, the habit of the pig to root the earth would be discouraged in this manner. 

It also alludes to the practice in ancient times of giving an adornment of fine jewelry to a beautiful woman. Oriental women often wore nose jewels (see Isaiah 2:21). 

Isaiah 3:18-21, "In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the moon, The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, The rings, and nose jewels,"

Therefore, the jewel of gold in the pig's snout may refer to the oriental nose jewel. Also, JFB tells us that the pig in Egyptian hieroglyphics represents a fool (quoting Gejer). 95]

95] Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Proverbs , in Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:22.

Proverbs 11:22 — "so is a fair woman which is without discretion" - Word Study on "without" - Strong says the Hebrew word "without" ( סוּר) (H 5493) is a primitive root meaning, "to turn off." In Proverbs 11:22, modern English versions translate it: "is without" (ASV, Darby, RSV), "abandoned" (Rotherham).

Comments- This phrase can literally mean someone who "departs from discretion." Thus, the woman in this verse would choose to ignore wisdom and continue in foolishness.

Word Study on "discretion" - Strong says the Hebrew word "discretion" ( טַעַם) (H 2940) literally means, "taste," and in a figurative sense, "perception," and it comes from the root verb ( טְעַם) (H 2939), which means, "to taste." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 13times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "taste 5, behaviour 2, advice 1, understanding 1, judgment 1, discretion 1, reason 1, decree 1."

Comments- It is used literally of the taste of manna.

Exodus 16:31, "And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.

It is used of intellectual advice.

1 Samuel 25:33, "And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to shed blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand."

It is used of ethical judgment.

Psalm 119:66, "Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments."

In Proverbs 11:22 it seems to refer to a woman who lacks moral character. The WBC calls it "moral perception." 96]

96] Charles Pfeiffer and Everett F. Harrison, eds, Proverbs , in The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database (Chicago: Moody Press, c 1962), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:22-23.

Proverbs 11:22 — Comments- Wisdom and its virtues, such as discretion, are considered an ornament in the book of Proverbs. Note: 

Proverbs 1:9, "For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck."

Proverbs 4:9, "She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee."

Proverbs 25:12, "As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear."

Peter calls a meek and quiet spirit an "ornament." 

1 Peter 3:4, "But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price."

Thus, the jewel of gold is parallel with the ornament of discretion in this verse. Just as it is not fitting to use gold in a swine"s snout, so it is not fitting for beauty to cloth a foolish woman. The moral deficiency of this woman is compared with an ugly pig, an animal that was considered unclean to the Jews. The immoral woman is compared to unclean pig regardless of her outward beauty. As a beautiful gold ring does not compliment an ugly pig snout, neither does beauty go with a foolish woman. Physical attraction does not go with moral deficiency, but rather they contradict one another, as does a gold ring in a pig's snout.

Some men marry a woman; and not having looked past the beautiful "gold jewel," they find themselves married to a foolish woman. Proverbs warns us of this woman later when describing the virtuous woman.

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

Thus, the character of the woman in Proverbs 11:22 is contrasted with the virtuous woman.

Proverbs 11:23 The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath. 
Proverbs 11:23 — Word Study on "only" - Strong says the Hebrew word "only" ( אַךְ) (H 389) is a particle of affirmation that means, "surely, hence by limitation, only." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 22times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "also, but, certainly, even, howbeit, least, nevertheless, notwithstanding, only, save, scarce, surely, surety, truly, verily, wherefore, yet."

Proverbs 11:23 — Comments- Proverbs 11:23 tells us that the righteous man has a heart that desires only good things. He desires good for all those about him, and wish no harm. He may stubble into sin, but his desire is to overcome sin and please God in everything that he does. Because of his good desires, the Lord will grant him his expectations. He has a happy end.

Psalm 37:4, "Delight thyself also in the LORD and he shall give thee the desire."

In contrast, the wicked man desires things that appease his unending wrath and anger towards others. He only desires things that displease God, thus bringing wrath upon his live. This person seeks evil, and he gets it. In vain, he may hope for a good outcome amidst his sins, but his end is only problems and punishment. His mischief will come upon his own head. He has an unhappy end. Note:

Romans 2:8-10, "But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:"

Proverbs 11:23 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 10:28, "The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish."



Verses 24-31 

Proverbs 11:24-31 — Wealth Gained by Sowing and Reaping - This section in Proverbs 11:24-31 places emphasis upon man's financial realm, as the previous sections have placed emphasis upon the heart ( Proverbs 10:1-9), the mind ( Proverbs 10:10-32) and the body ( Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22).

This passage in Proverbs 11:24-31 deals largely with the rewards of those who give liberally. It teaches us about sowing and reaping. These verses tell us that those who give will be blessed with an increase of the same ( Proverbs 11:24), with fatness (or more than enough) ( Proverbs 11:25), with blessings from others ( Proverbs 11:26), with favour ( Proverbs 11:27), and with God's divine recompense ( Proverbs 11:31). In other words, we will be blessed in every area of our lives: spiritually, mentally, physically and materially. We will receive blessings from other people as well as from God above. The theme of this passage can be seen in Luke 6:38.

Luke 6:38, "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again."

Proverbs 11:24 compares a generous heart with a covetous heart. In Proverbs 11:25, we see the liberal heart of a giver, while Proverbs 11:26 shows us the heart of a covetous person. Proverbs 11:24 emphasizes the quantity of giving, while Proverbs 11:25 emphasizes the quality of the giving, by revealing the heart of a giver. A true giver does it with a liberal heart. These same two aspects of giving are also seen in 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, where Proverbs 11:6 tells us that God rewards us according to the quantity that we give, while Proverbs 11:7 tells us that God looks on the quality of our heart when we give. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7, "But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver."

Proverbs 11:24 also mentions the covetous person who will not give in times of need. Proverbs 11:26 reveals the true heart of covetousness in someone who will not give. One man seeks the good of others as well as himself, while the other seeks mischief and both receive God's divine payment for their behaviour ( Proverbs 11:27). The problem is further revealed in Proverbs 11:28, where one man trusts in his riches, while the other place their trust in the Lord.

Illustrations- Job was a man with a liberal soul.

Job 29:11-17, "When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me: Because I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: and I caused the widow"s heart to sing for joy. I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a father to the poor: and the cause which I knew not I searched out. And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spoil out of his teeth."

Job 31:16-21, "If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail; Or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten thereof; (For from my youth he was brought up with me, as with a father, and I have guided her from my mother"s womb;) If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, or any poor without covering; If his loins have not blessed me, and if he were not warmed with the fleece of my sheep; If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when I saw my help in the gate:"

This was the things that God called Israel to do as a method restoring the people's health and their land to prosperity.

Isaiah 58:7-8, "Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward." 

In the parable of the Judgment of the Nations ( Matthew 25:31-46), Jesus teaches us that these are the conditions by which God will judge a man's soul.

Matthew 25:34-36, "Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me."

Generosity leads to prosperity in this life and a reward in eternity. Selfishness and stinginess lead to poverty, lack and curses in this life and punishment in eternal life.

Proverbs 11:24 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 
Proverbs 11:24 — "There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth" - Comments- The English phrase "and yet increaseth" reads in the Hebrew, "and increases yet more."

Proverbs 11:24 — "and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty" - Word Study on "there is that withholdeth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "withholdeth" ( חָשַׂךְ) (H 2820) is a primitive root that means, "to restrain, or (reflexive) to refrain." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "spare 8, keep back 3, withhold 3, refrain 3, asswage 2, reserved 2, hold back 1, variant 1, forbear 1, hindereth 1, kept 1, punished 1, withholdeth 1."

Word Study on "more than is meet" - Strong says the Hebrew word "more than is meet" ( ישֶׁר) (H 3476) word means, "right," and it comes from the primitive root ( יָשַׁר) (H 3474) meaning, "to be straight or even; figuratively, to be (causatively, to make) right, pleasant, prosperous."

Comments- Rotherham reads, "who withholdeth of what is due." For example, the tithe is due to God, and those who do not pay a tithe to their church have destruction and lack in their lives. In other words, God gives us seed enough for bread and seed for sowing. If we consume all of our seed, we will soon have no harvest to meet our needs. Note:

2 Corinthians 9:10, "Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)"

Just as there is a proper amount of seed to hold back for sowing, so is there always a proper amount to give to others.

Word Study on "it tendeth to poverty" - Strong says the Hebrew word "it tendeth to poverty" ( מַחְ׳סור) (H 4270) means, "deficiency,", hence, "impoverishment." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 13times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "want 8, lack 1, need 1, poor 1, poverty 1, penury 1."

Comments- The Hebrew text literally reads, "to only lack."

Proverbs 11:24 — Comments- The Hebrew of Proverbs 11:24 literally reads, "There is him who distributes and increases yet more, and there is him that holds back (what is) right, but to poverty." The contrast of this verse is clearly seen in that a person who liberally gives what he has will always be increasing in substance. But the person who holds back what should be given will never have enough. God rewards such a person according to how much he gives. The more he gives, the greater the increase. Note:

Luke 6:38, "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again."

Proverbs 11:24 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 28:27, "He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse."

Proverbs 11:25 The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself. 
Proverbs 11:25 — "The liberal soul shall be made fat" - Word Study on "liberal" - Strong says the Hebrew word "liberal" ( בְּרָכָה) (H 1293) means, "benediction," but carries the implication of "prosperity," and it comes from the primitive root ( בָּרַךְ) (H1288), which means, "to kneel," which implies the meaning, "to bless (God as an act of adoration) or to bless (man as a benefit)." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 69 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "blessing 61, blessed 3, present 3, liberal 1, pools 1."

Word Study on "fat" - Strong says the Hebrew word "fat" ( דָּשֵׁן) (H 1878) is a primitive root meaning, "to be fat," and it means figuratively, "to satisfy." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 11times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "made fat 6, wax fat 1, take away ashes 1, anoint 1, receive his ashes 1, accept 1."

Comments- In the phrase "the liberal soul," the Hebrew reads literally, "the soul that blesses." This person blesses those in need with gracious lips and generous hands.

Regarding the phrase "shall be made fat," in developing countries, the lean, skinny person represents the poor Prayer of Manasseh , who lives off of scarcity of meals. The fat person represents one who has plenty of substance and wealth. The phrase " shall be made fat" is used in other Scriptures.

Proverbs 13:4, "The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat."

Proverbs 15:30, "The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat.

Proverbs 28:25, "He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat."

Deuteronomy 32:15, "But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation."

Deuteronomy 31:20, "For when I shall have brought them into the land which I sware unto their fathers, that floweth with milk and honey; and they shall have eaten and filled themselves, and waxen fat; then will they turn unto other gods, and serve them, and provoke me, and break my covenant.

Psalm 22:29, "All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul."

Isaiah 10:16, "Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire."

Proverbs 11:25 — "and he that watereth shall be watered also himself" - Word Study on "he that watereth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "watereth" ( רָוָה) (H 7301) is a primitive root meaning, "to slake the thirst." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 14times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "water 4, make drunk 2, fill 2, satiate 2, bathed 1, satisfied 1, abundantly satisfy 1, soaked 1." 

Comments- Note other similar figurative uses of this same Hebrew word in the books of Psalm and Proverbs.

Psalm 36:8, "They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures."

Psalm 65:10, "Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof."

Proverbs 5:19, "Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love."

Proverbs 7:18, "Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves."

Word Study on "shall be watered" - Strong says the Hebrew word "shall be watered" ( יָרֵא) (H 3384) is a primitive root meaning, "to flow (as water, i.e. to rain)," and it can mean, "to lay or throw (an arrow, i.e. to shoot), and figuratively used, it means, "to point out (as if by aiming the finger), or to teach." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 84times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "teach 42, shoot 18, archers 5, cast 5, teacher 4, rain 2, laid 1, direct 1, inform 1, instructed 1, shewed 1, shooters 1, through 1, watered 1."

The common meaning "to teach" led the Targum to translate this phrase as, "and he that teacheth, also he himself shall learn." 97] 

97] John Gill, Proverbs , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Proverbs 11:25.

Comments- He that refreshes the souls of others, both spiritually, mentally and physically, will also himself be refreshed. This phrase may carry the concept of the early and latter rains that refresh the dry land. Note:

Job 29:23, "And they waited for me as for the rain; and they opened their mouth wide as for the latter rain."

Psalm 72:6-7, "He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth. In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth."

This figurative language of waters representing blessings is used earlier in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 5:15-18, "Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well. Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets. Let them be only thine own, and not strangers" with thee. Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth."

The Lord will bring the dew in the mornings and showers of blessings in the evening. In every season, everything we do and every place we go will abound with divine blessings. Note:

Deuteronomy 28:12, "The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow."

Proverbs 11:25 — Comments- Proverbs 11:25 emphasizes the attitude of the heart in giving, while the preceding verse emphasizes the quantity of giving. A man who always tries to bless and benefit others as an act of worshiping God will always have enough to satisfy his needs plus an abundance for others. The person giving will receive more blessings than the one who receives.

Acts 20:35, "I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive."

Proverbs 11:26 He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it. 
Proverbs 11:26 — "He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him" - Comments- Scholars suggest Proverbs 11:26 reveals a common situation during times of famine when a greedy person would withhold corn during times of famine until the price is forced up ( Amos 8:4-6).

Amos 8:4-6, "Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat?"

Proverbs 11:26 — "but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it" - Word Study on "of him that selleth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "of him that selleth" ( שָׁבַר) (H 7666) means, "to deal (in grain)." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 21times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "buy 15, sell 6."

Proverbs 11:26 — Comments- Joseph certainly did not withhold the corn. Because of his wise planning and generous heart, he fed the nations during a famine. In contrast, when Nabal was given the opportunity to give bread to David and his men in their time of need, he withheld his abundance and brought a curse upon himself ( 1 Samuel 25:1-44).

Scholars also interpret this verse symbolically to say that the corn represents the Word of God and those who withhold the message of the Gospel from the people will bring a curse upon themselves, but blessed is the man who liberally declares the knowledge of the Most High.

Proverbs 11:27 He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him. 
Proverbs 11:27 — "He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour" - Word Study on "diligently seeketh" - Strong says the Hebrew word "diligently seeketh" ( שָׁחַר) (H 7836) is a primitive root that literally means, "to dawn," and it is used figuratively to mean, "to be (up) early (at any task)," it implies "earnestness," and it could also means, "to search for (with painstaking)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 12times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "seek early 4, seek 2, diligently seek 2, betimes 1, misc 3."

Word Study on "procureth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "procureth" ( בָּקַשׁ) (H 1245) is a primitive root that means, "to search out," and it implies, "to strive after." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 225 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "seek 189, require 14, request 4, seek out 4, enquired 3, besought 2, ask 2, sought for 2, begging 1, desire 1, get 1, inquisition 1, procureth 1."

Comments- This statement describes a man who sets priorities in his life to choose good above his own desires. He makes a conscience effort to do the right thing at all times. 

Proverbs 11:27 — "but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him" - Word Study on "seeketh" - Strong says the Hebrew word "seeketh" ( דָּרַשׁ) (H 1875) is a primitive root that means, "to tread, or frequent," it also means, "to follow (for pursuit or search)," and it implies, "to seek or ask." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 164times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "seek 84, enquire 43, require 12, search 7, misc 18."

Word Study on "mischief" - Strong says the Hebrew word "mischief" ( רַע) (H 7451) means, "bad, evil." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 663times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "evil 442, wickedness 59, wicked 25, mischief 21, hurt 20, bad 13, trouble 10, sore 9, affliction 6, ill 5, adversity 4, favoured 3, harm 3, naught 3, noisome 2, grievous 2, sad 2, misc 34."

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Esther 7:10, "So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king"s wrath pacified."

Psalm 7:15-16, "He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made. His mischief shall return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate."

Psalm 9:15-16, "The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own foot taken. The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah."

Psalm 10:2, "The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: let them be taken in the devices that they have imagined."

Psalm 57:6, "They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: they have digged a pit before me, into the midst whereof they are fallen themselves. Selah."

Proverbs 17:11, "An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him."

Proverbs 11:27 — Comments- We have just been told of the righteous man who desires only good ( Proverbs 11:23). 

Proverbs 11:23, "The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath."

Proverbs 11:27 tells us that he will be given favor, both with God and man. We have been told about this favor to those who walk in mercy in truth earlier in Proverbs 3:3-4.

Proverbs 3:3-4, "Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

For those who seek to mistreat others, this mistreatment will come upon him from both God and man. Note:

Galatians 6:7, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."

James 2:13, "For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment."

Note the contrast in this verse between those who "diligent seek" good and those who "seek" evil. We are seeking either of the two and there are only two paths to follow. 

The emphasis in Proverbs 11:27 is the divine justice that invades man's plans. God brings blessings upon those who pursue good and He brings problems to those who cause problems in other people's lives. This law of divine rewards in clearly stated in Proverbs 11:31.

Proverbs 11:31, "Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner."

Proverbs 11:28 He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch. 
Proverbs 11:28 — "He that trusteth in his riches shall fall" - Scripture References- Note similar passages.

Deuteronomy 8:12-14, "Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;"

Psalm 52:7-8, "Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness. But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever."

Psalm 62:10, "Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart upon them."

Mark 10:24, "And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!"

Luke 12:20-21, "But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."

1 Timothy 6:17, "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;"

Proverbs 11:28 — "but the righteous shall flourish as a branch" - Word Study on "branch" - Strong says the Hebrew word "branch" ( עָלֶה) (H 5929) means, "leaf, foliage." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 18 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "leaf 12, branch 5, branches + 060861."

YLT, "Whoso is confident in his wealth he falleth, And as a leaf, the righteous flourish."

Scripture References- Note other similar verses regarding the righteous.

Psalm 1:3, "And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."

Psalm 52:8, "But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever."

Psalm 92:12-14, "The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing;"

Isaiah 60:21, "Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified."

Jeremiah 17:8, "For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit."

Proverbs 11:28 — Comments- Allen Ross says the leaf the leaf was a symbol of prosperity in the Middle East, while the image of a person falling symbolized ruin. 98] We can also use Isaiah 34:4 as an illustration of a falling leaf representing destruction. This would stand in direct contrast to the flourishing branch in the second part of this verse.

98] Allen P. Ross, Proverbs , in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol 5, ed. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1976-1992), in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, Michigan: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), comments on Proverbs 11:29.

Isaiah 34:4, "And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree."

The contrast is seen in the fact that a person who trusts in riches will fail at some point in his life, but he that puts his trust in God will find that he flourishes, even in times when others fall. Those who grow their roots in the things of this world will soon wither and dry up, but those who plant their roots in the living waters will always come through in seasons of trouble. Even in death, the righteous will be ushered into the presence of Almighty God so that in life and in death, the righteous flourish, for they have been grafted in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 1:21, "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain."

Proverbs 11:29 He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart. 
Proverbs 11:29 — "He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind" - Comments- The wind is symbolic of vanity and futility.

Job 7:7, "O remember that my life is wind: mine eye shall no more see good."

Ecclesiastes 1:14, "I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit."

Psalm 78:39, "For he remembered that they were but flesh; a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again."

Psalm 103:16, "For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more."

Ecclesiastes 5:16, "And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?"

Proverbs 11:29 — Comments- The first part of this proverb says that those evil men who mismanage their own households will cause their own ruin. The second part says that those who mismanage their relationships with their neighbours will become servants to those who are wise. For the effects of a home that is out of order will overflow into the community. 

There are several similar verses in Proverbs that tell us we will trouble ourselves and our own homes if we are cruel ( Proverbs 11:17) or if we are greedy and do not learn to give ( Proverbs 15:27).

Proverbs 11:17, "The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh." 

Proverbs 15:27, "He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live."

Proverbs 11:29 — Illustration- Simeon and Levi troubled their family and clan by killing the men of Hamor and Shechem.

Genesis 34:30, "And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house."

Therefore, they did not receive an inheritance, but were scattered like the wind among their brethren.

Genesis 49:5-7, "Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a Prayer of Manasseh , and in their selfwill they digged down a wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel."

When Achan committed a trespass against the Lord by stealing a garment with gold and silver, he caused much troubled for the children of Israel. Therefore, he and his entire household were slain. 

Joshua 7:24-25, "And Joshua , and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor. And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones."

Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise. 
Proverbs 11:30 — "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life" - Word Study on "life" - The Hebrew word "life" ( חַי) (H 2416) a commonly used word meaning, "alive, life" (Strong). Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( חָיָה) (H 2421), which means, "to live." This word is found in the plural form in the Hebrew text of Proverbs 11:19. It is called an abstract plural, which is used to show quality rather than quantity. It sums up either the conditions or the qualities inherent within the idea of abstract nouns. 99]

99] F. W. Gesenius, Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar, 2nd English ed, eds. E. Kautzsch and S. A. E. Cowley (2003), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 396 (section 1241.d).

Comments- Trees symbolized "life" in the arid Middle East. This phrase tells us that a person who lives a life of righteousness will receive the fruit of this lifestyle, which is called "a tree of life", meaning abundant life: a life of peace, health and prosperity. Righteousness proceeds from the heart, but affects the entire man. It gives him a peace of mind, health in his body and financial prosperity. These are the "fruits" of righteousness. 

The phrase "tree of life" has been used in Proverbs 3:18 earlier to describe the benefits of wisdom.

Proverbs 3:18, "She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 1:3, "And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."

Proverbs 11:30 — "and he that winneth souls is wise" - Word Study on "winneth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "winneth" ( לָקַח) (H 3947) means, "to take, receive." Strong says it is a primitive root meaning, "to take (in the widest variety of applications)," The Enhanced Strong says it is used 965 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "take 747, receive 61, take away 51, fetch 31, bring 25, get 6, take out 6, carry away 5, married 4, buy 3, misc 26." This Hebrew word is used 19 times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- Because of the wide application of this common Hebrew word ( לָקַח), the meaning of this phrase has been subjected to a variety of interpretations. 

(1) Literal Translation of Taking- Some translate its literal meaning.

LITV, "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he who takes souls is wise."

YLT, "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And whoso is taking souls is wise."

(2) The Destruction of Life- Other translations interpret the Hebrew word ( לָקַח) to mean, "to take a life" in the sense of "to destroy." This is the way these same two Hebrew words "winneth souls" ( לֹקֵ֖חַ נְפָשׂ֣וֹת) are used together in two other Scriptures.

1 Kings 19:4, "But he himself went a day"s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers."

Psalm 31:13, "For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on every side: while they took counsel together against me, they devised to take away my life."

Therefore, a number of translations, including the LXX, follow this meaning.

BBE, "The fruit of righteousness is a tree of life, but violent behaviour takes away souls."

Brenton, "Out of the fruit of righteousness grows a tree of life; but the souls of transgressors are cut off before their time."

RSV, "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, but lawlessness takes away lives."

(3) Conquering a Battle- However, most translations follow the KJV, in which the English word "win" carries the meaning of conquering a battle or the gaining of a possession.

ASV, "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; And he that is wise winneth souls."

DRC, "The fruit of the just man is a tree of life: and he that gaineth souls, is wise."

Rotherham, "The fruit of the righteous, is a tree of life, and, he that rescueth souls, is wise."

NIV, "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise."

(4) Doctrine- John Gill notes how the noun form of this Hebrew verb ( לֶקַח) (H 3948) is used in Proverbs 4:2 to means "doctrine," thus supporting the interpretation of winning or teaching souls. 100] We clearly see this fourth meaning in Daniel 12:3.

100] John Gill, Proverbs , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Proverbs 11:30.

Daniel 12:3, "And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever."

Proverbs 11:30 — Comments- Just as foolishness brings one to ruin in Proverbs 11:29, so righteousness causes one's life to be both long and fruitful. The blessings that come in his life overflow into the lives of those under his influence. 

Proverbs 11:29-30 — Comments- As the fool is unable to manage his own household and this mismanagement is reflected in his business affairs so that he becomes servants to the wise ( Proverbs 11:29), so righteousness brings fruitful blessings into one's personal life as well as gaining an influence in the lives of others so that he wins them by his pure conduct and godly testimony.

Proverbs 11:31 Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner.
Proverbs 11:31 — "Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth" - Comments- In the context of this section on sowing and reaping in Proverbs 11:24-31, the righteous are those who give liberally. Note similar verses on those who give from a liberal heart:

Deuteronomy 15:10, "Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him: because that for this thing the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou puttest thine hand unto."

Proverbs 19:17, "He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD and that which he hath given will he pay him again."

Proverbs 11:31 — Comments- Proverbs 11:31 tells us that divine providence will repay both the righteous and the wicked. God judges the righteous in this life so that he will not have to be judged at the Great White Throne. Peter quotes this same verse in his first epistle from the LXX, "If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" (Brenton)

1 Peter 4:18, "And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?"

Proverbs 11:31 is quoted within the context of the suffering Christian, where it tells us that the righteous will be judged first in order to encourage the saint to endure the hardships of life out of reverence and fear of the Lord. 

1 Peter 4:16-17, "Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

Moses was within held from the Promised Land and David received the judgment of Nathan's prophecy that destroyed some of his children. Although God's process of judging His children may seem difficult at times, it is nothing to compare to the judgment that will be inflicted upon the sinners.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-3 

The Rewards of a Righteous Heart in Contrast With a Wicked Heart- One of the consequences of rejecting God's instructions ( Proverbs 12:1) is that God will send them a strong delusion in its place, so that they will choose such a lie above the truth of the Word of God.

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12, "And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness."

As a result, the wicked heap to themselves divine condemnation, while the righteous shine brighter and brighter as a child of God ( Proverbs 12:2). As they continue in these lies and delusions, God will turn them over to a reprobate mind ( Romans 1:16-32). This position will bring the wicked to a quick end while the righteous become established in the things of God ( Proverbs 12:3).

Proverbs 12:1 Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish. 
Proverbs 12:1 — "Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge" - Word Study on "instruction" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "instruction" ( מוּסָר) (H 4148) means, "correction, admonition, discipline, instruction, doctrine." Strong says it means, "chastisement, reproof, warning, instruction, restraint." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 50 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "instruction 30, correction 8, chasten 4, chastisement 3, check 1, bond 1, discipline 1, doctrine 1, rebuker 1." This Hebrew word is used 30 times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- Correction is always found on the path that leads to knowledge. There is no way to stay on the journey that wisdom leads us without receiving correction and even the stronger meaning of chastisement. A man does not love correction for its own sake, but rather for the outcome that it brings in his life. He has enough wise to look forward to the knowledge that it brings and is therefore willing to endure correction.

Proverbs 12:1 — "but he that hateth reproof is brutish" - Word Study on "brutish" - Strong says the Hebrew word "brutish" ( בַּעַר) (H 1198) means, "food (as consumed)," and of cattle "brutishness, stupid)." Strong says the Hebrew word 5 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "brutish 4, foolish 1."

Comments- The word "brutish" is used to describe a person of ultimate stupidity. Note the other four uses of this Hebrew word in the Old Testament:

Psalm 49:10, "For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and leave their wealth to others."

Psalm 73:22, "So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee."

Psalm 92:6, "A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand this."

Proverbs 30:2, "Surely I am more brutish than any Prayer of Manasseh , and have not the understanding of a man.

Scripture References- Note similar verses.

Psalm 92:6, "A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand this."

Proverbs 5:12, "And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof;"

2 Thessalonians 2:10, "And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved."

Proverbs 12:1 — Comments- The contrast of Proverbs 12:1 is easily seen in the fact that a wise person accepts correction, instruction and chastisement. But a fool hates to be corrected. In this sense, he is compared to a foolish beast, both in his nature as a beast to resist correction and in his stupidity which a beast symbolizes. 

Those who have trained animals know that they have the ability to learn and to receive instruction. But an animal does not have the human capacity to receive chastisement. Animals needs a lot of positive rewards and should be given very little discipline, lest they become weak and fearful, or vindictive against their masters.

Thus, both humans and animals have the capability to receive instruction and learning. But only humans have the capacity to receive chastisement as a form of correction. Therefore, those who do not receive it are likened to beasts. Therefore, we can say that one distinguishing feature between man and beast is man's ability to receive discipline.

We can measure our ability to learn by our willingness to accept a disciplined lifestyle and correction from others. One who yields to a disciplined life will be able to pursue a good education and become a doctor, a lawyer, a minister, an engineer, etc. He will increase in learning all the days of his life and become a blessing to society.

But a child who refuses the disciplines of an education will find himself working and laboring at a mindless job like a beast labors. He will be a person who indulges in sins, who gives his honor, his strength, his wealth and his labours to others and at the end says, "How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me." ( Proverbs 5:9-14)

Proverbs 12:1 — Scripture References- Note similar verses.

Psalm 32:8-9, "I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee."

Proverbs 9:8, "Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will love thee."

Proverbs 10:17, "He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth."

Proverbs 12:2 A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: but a man of wicked devices will he condemn. 
Proverbs 12:2 — "A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD" - Word Study on "good" - Strong says the Hebrew word "good" ( טֹוב) (H 2896) means, "good" in the widest sense. The Enhanced Strong says it is used 559 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "good 361, better 72, well 20, goodness 16, goodly 9, best 8, merry 7, fair 7, prosperity 6, precious 4, fine 3, wealth 3, beautiful 2, fairer 2, favour 2, glad 2, misc 35."

Word Study on "obtaineth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "obtaineth" ( פּוּק) (H 6329) is a primitive root that means, "to issue, i.e, to furnish," and it is used causatively to mean, "to secure," and figuratively "to succeed." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 7 times in the Old Testament. being translated in the KJV as, "obtain 3, further 1, get 1, draw out 1, affording 1." Some translations bring out the literal meaning of "drawing out" or "bringing forth."

DRC, "He that is good, shall draw grace from the Lord: but he that trusteth in his own devices doth wickedly."

YLT, "The good bringeth forth favour from Jehovah, And the man of wicked devices He condemneth."

Comments- We first came across this truth in Proverbs 3:3-4 where we are taught that a pure heart brings favor from God and man.

Proverbs 3:3-4, "Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

Then,

Proverbs 8:35, "For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD."

We see this virtue in Barnabas, who also found favor with the Lord and was sent out with Paul as a missionary.

Acts 11:22-24, "Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord."

A good man is simply reaping the favor that he is showing to others.

Psalm 112:5, "A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with discretion."

Proverbs 12:2 — "but a man of wicked devices will he condemn" - Word Study on "wicked devices" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "discretion" ( מְזִמָּה) (H 4209) means, "counsel, prudence, craftiness, wickedness." Strong says it means, "a plan, usually evil," and sometimes in the good sense, "sagacity," and it comes from a primitive root ( זָמַם) (H 2161), which means, "to plan, usually in a bad sense." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "discretion 4, wicked device 3, device 3, thought 3, intents 1, mischievous device 1, wickedly 1, witty inventions 1, lewdness 1, mischievous 1." This Hebrew word is used 8 times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- The Hebrew noun ( מְזִמָּה) (H 4209) is used in a good sense in the first nine chapters and in a bad sense in the rest of the book.

Proverbs 1:4, "To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion ."

Proverbs 2:11, "Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:"

Proverbs 3:21, "My Song of Solomon , let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion:"

Proverbs 5:2, "That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge."

Proverbs 8:12, "I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions."

Proverbs 12:2, "A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: but a man of wicked devices will he condemn."

Proverbs 14:17, "He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of wicked devices is hated."

Proverbs 24:8, "He that deviseth to do evil shall be called a mischievous person."

Word Study on "condemn" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( רָשַׁע) (H 7561) is a primitive root that means, "to be wrong (in the causative, to do or declare wrong)," and it implies the meaning, "to disturb, to violate." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 34times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "condemn 15, wickedly 10, wicked 4, departed 2, trouble 1, vexed 1, wickedness 1".

Comments- God hates the vice of a man of wicked devices ( Proverbs 6:16-19).

Proverbs 6:16-19, "These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren."

Proverbs 12:2 — Comments- The contrast is clearly seen in that God favors the good man and condemns the wicked. When we look at the life of Barnabas, whom the Scriptures call "good," we can see that he was full of good deeds towards others. Thus, the contrast is between the good deeds of a good Prayer of Manasseh , and the evil deeds of the wicked. One will reap everlasting life and the other eternal condemnation in hell. 

Proverbs 12:3 A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved. 
Proverbs 12:3 — Comments- The wicked have no established boundaries, and therefore, have not way of being established. Their path wanders aimlessly. In contrast, the righteous have a fixed rule to guide them, a sure rule, the everlasting, eternal Word of God, which is forever established. 

Psalm 119:89, "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."

Many Scriptures compare the wicked to the chaff that is blown by the wind, while the righteous are established and firmly rooted.

Job 21:18, "They are as stubble before the wind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth away."

Psalm 1:3-4, "And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away."

Psalm 35:5, "Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them."

Hosea 13:3, "Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney."

Jesus tells the parable of the two houses, one founded upon the sand and the other upon the rock, in order to contrast the difference between the outcome of the wicked and the righteous.

This principle not only applies to individuals, but to societies and nations as well. 

Proverbs 14:34, "Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people."



Verses 1-12 

The Heart of Man: The Righteous Heart - Proverbs 12:1-12 places emphasis upon the heart of man.



Verse 4 

Proverbs 12:4 A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones. 
Proverbs 12:4 — "A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband" - Word Study on "virtuous" - Strong says the Hebrew word "virtuous" ( חַיִל) (H 2428) means "a force," and "an army, wealth, virtue, valor, strength." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 243times in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as, "army 56, man of valour 37, host 29, forces 14, valiant 13, strength 12, riches 11, wealth 10, power 9, substance 8, might 6, strong 5, misc 33."

Comments- Regarding the definition of "force," this is what Jesus meant in Luke 8:46, when He said that virtue had gone out of Him.

Luke 8:46, "And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me."

The New Testament epistles list virtues and vices of men, their good characteristics and their bad ones. Therefore, the word "virtuous" here describes a woman of good moral character.

This Hebrew word describes a woman who is strong in godly character and well rounded in every area of her life. One authors translated this phrase as a woman of moral courage.

Word Study on "woman" - Strong says the Hebrew word "woman" ( אִשָּׁה) (H 802) means, "a woman." This word can be used broadly to refer to both a married and an unmarried woman. The Enhanced Strong says it is used 780 times in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as, "wife 425, woman 324, one 10, married 5, female 2, misc 14." 

Comments- In this passage of Scripture, there is a reference to a husband in Proverbs 12:11; Proverbs 12:23; Proverbs 12:28, so scholars interpret this as "wife."

Comments- The phrase "a virtuous woman" literally, "a woman of strength," or "a woman of worth." A person"s strength is measured not by the outward Prayer of Manasseh , but by the inner Prayer of Manasseh , by a person who has a character with godly qualities and virtues. We see this idea of a person"s inner strength in other verses in Proverbs. 

Proverbs 16:32, "He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city."

Proverbs 25:28, "He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls."

The word "virtuous" is the same word that is used in Exodus 18:21 to describe men of strong moral character.

Exodus 18:21, "Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:"

It is the same word that describes Gideon as a might man of valour.

Judges 6:12, "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour."

She is a woman that has control of her own spirit. This stability is in stark contrast to the instability of the whorish woman.

Proverbs 5:6, "Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them."

Note other verses that use the phrase, "a virtuous woman":

Ruth 3:11, "And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman."

Proverbs 12:4, "A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones."

Adam Clarke also notes the importance of the literal use of this word "virtuous" which means "strength." He notes how hard the woman works in agricultural societies and states that a strong woman is of great value to her husband. 101]

101] Adam Clarke, Proverbs , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 12:4.

Word Study on "a crown" - To the Hebrew, the crown not only represents a reward of exaltation and recognition ( 1 Peter 5:4), but also of joy and gladness ( 1 Thessalonians 2:19, Song of Solomon 3:11).

1 Peter 5:4, "And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."

1 Thessalonians 2:19, "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?"

Song of Solomon 3:11, "Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart."

Word Study on "husband" - Strong says the Hebrew word "husband" ( בַּעַל) (H 1167) means, "a master, hence, a husband." However, this word is seldom used as "husband in the Old Testament." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 82times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, " Prayer of Manasseh 25, owner 14, husband 11, have 7, master 5, man given 2, adversary 1, archers 1, babbler + 039561, bird + 036711, captain 1, confederate + 012851, misc 12."

Comments- Within the context of this verse in Proverbs , a woman who places herself under the authority of her husband is in a position to raise him up in honor.

Comments- The statement "a virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: is a summary of the twenty-two (22) verses in Proverbs 31:10-31 that gives a description of a virtuous woman. This woman makes her husband stand out above other men and look like a leader. He is known in the gates of the city and sits among the wise men and elders ( Proverbs 31:23).

Proverbs 31:23, "Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land."

Proverbs 12:4 — "but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones" - Comments- The is the woman that embarrasses her husband, making him ashamed by her vices becomes a heaviness to his soul. 

A heavy spirit affects his health wellbeing.

Proverbs 14:30, "A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones."

Proverbs 17:22, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones."

Habakkuk 3:16, "When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops."

The problem begins small and works itself into every area of the marriage and home, much as rottenness grows and spreads itself throughout the entire body. Such a man is not qualified to stand with the elders and speak wisdom.

Proverbs 12:4 — Comments- A woman is the glory of the man ( 1 Corinthians 11:7). Therefore, when the woman shines as a light of virtue, so does the man shine forth. The opposite is true. A foolish woman makes her husband also look foolish. By strengthening her husband, a virtuous woman establishes her home, but a foolish woman brings her household to ruin ( Proverbs 14:1). 

1 Corinthians 11:7, "For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man."

Proverbs 14:1, "Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands."

A man with a virtuous wife is full of gladness. He is made strong by the support and stability of a faithful wife. He is exalted among those in his society. In contrast, a man with a foolish woman carries around sorrow and grief. She brings him shame that lowers his reputation in the community. She takes away his strength and ultimately causes his downfall.



Verses 5-7 

The Progress in One's Pursuit of Good and Evil- Proverbs 12:5-7 has a progression of thought, revealing the degree of progress in one's pursuit of good and evil. A righteous man's thoughts are to do good to others ( Proverbs 12:5) and this is put into action by his willingness to deliver others from their sins and bondages ( Proverbs 12:6). The outcome is that this man shall be established in the land ( Proverbs 12:7). When his heart is right (spiritual realm), then he speaks good words (mental realm), which results in a long and prosperous life (physical and financial). Thus, he is blessed in every area of his life.

In contrast, the wicked intend on deceiving others for selfish reasons ( Proverbs 12:5) and will go so far as destroying others in order to benefit himself ( Proverbs 12:6). The outcome is that the wicked will soon be overthrown and destroyed in his wickedness ( Proverbs 12:7). When his heart is evil (spiritual realm), then he speaks evil words (mental realm), which results in a shorter and difficult life (physical and financial). Thus, he is cursed in every area of his life.

Proverbs 12:5 The thoughts of the righteous are right: but the counsels of the wicked are deceit. 
Proverbs 12:5 — "The thoughts of the righteous are right" - Word Study on "thoughts" - Strong says the Hebrew word "thoughts" ( מַחֲשָׁבָה) (H 4284) means, "a contrivance," it is used concretely to mean, "a texture, or a machine," and it is used abstractly to means, "an intention, a plan, a plot or good advice." This noun comes from the primitive root ( חָשַׁב) (H 2803), which means, "to plait," and it is used literally to means, "to weave, or to fabricate," and figuratively to mean, "to plot or contrive." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 56 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "thought 28, device 12, purpose 6, work 3, imaginations 3, cunning 1, devised 1, invented 1, means 1."

Comments- This noun clear stands in direct contrast to the "counsels" of the wicked in this same verse.

Word Study on "right" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "judgment" ( מִשְׁפָּט) (H 4941) means, "judgment, right, that which is just, lawful, according to law." Strong says it means, "a verdict (favorable or unfavorable) pronounced judicially, especially a sentence or formal decree (human or [participant"s] divine law, individual or collective), including the Acts , the place, the suit, the crime, and the penalty; abstractly, justice, including a participant"s right or privilege (statutory or customary), or even a style," and it comes from the primitive root ( שָׁפַט) (H 8199) meaning, "to Judges , i.e. pronounce sentence (for or against); by implication, to vindicate or punish; by extension, to govern; passively, to litigate (literally or figuratively)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used it is used 421times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "judgment 296, manner 38, right 18, cause 12, ordinance 11, lawful 7, order 5, worthy 3, fashion 3, custom 2, discretion 2, law 2, measure 2, sentence 2, misc 18." This Hebrew word is used 20 times in the book of Proverbs. 

Comments- Within the context of this verse, it means that the plans of the righteous are right decisions, or decisions that are intended to do good to others.

Comments- A man who is born again by the Spirit of God has good thoughts and intents because the Spirit now dwells in him and is guiding him towards good things. 

Philippians 2:13, "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure."

Therefore, the righteous man delights in the things of God whether he walks in them or fails. Either way, he desires to do good over evil.

Romans 7:22, "For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:"

Proverbs 12:5 — "but the counsels of the wicked are deceit" - Comments- Counsels are words that are intended to lead others. But to the wicked, it becomes an opportunity to deceive. Therefore, deceit characterizes the wicked in many other Scriptures. 

Psalm 12:2, "They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak."

Psalm 140:1-2, (To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.) "Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man: preserve me from the violent man; Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; continually are they gathered together for war."

Jeremiah 17:9, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?"

2 Corinthians 4:2, "But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man"s conscience in the sight of God."

The coming of the antichrist during the Tribulation will be characterized by deceitfulness.

2 Thessalonians 2:9-10, "Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved."

2 John 1:7, "For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist."

Revelation 13:14, "And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live."

Proverbs 12:5 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 12:5 is very clear. The plans and intents of the righteous are to do good and benefit others, while the plans of the wicked are to deceive others so that he can benefit. This verse helps us to realize why a Christian is not to join an unbeliever in marriage, business or other forms of agreement and unity. 

2 Corinthians 6:14, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?"

A child of God will base his decisions upon things that are good and righteous before God while a wicked man based his decisions upon deceit and manipulation.

Proverbs 12:5 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 11:23, "The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath."

Matthew 12:34-35, "O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things."

Proverbs 12:6 The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood: but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them. 
Proverbs 12:6 — "The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood" - Comments- The previous verse ( Proverbs 12:5) tells us that the words of the wicked are deceit. This verse tells us that they are like a deadly ambush, ready to destroy those who believe them. The words of the wicked are designed to entrap and snare any victim who walks on this path of "counsel."

Psalm 10:7-8, "His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity. He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages: in the secret places doth he murder the innocent: his eyes are privily set against the poor."

Isaiah 59:7, "Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths."

Jeremiah 5:26-27, "For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men. As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich."

Micah 7:2, "The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net."

We have seen this person in the opening chapter of Proverbs , as he attempts to entice the simple ones to follow him.

Proverbs 1:11-12, "If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit:"

The Pharisees laid in wait for the blood of Jesus by attempting Him to either blaspheme God so they could condemn Him, or by speaking against Caesar so that the Romans would kill Him.

Luke 11:53-54, "And as he said these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak of many things: Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him."

Luke 20:21-23, "And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou sayest and teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the person of any, but teachest the way of God truly: Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no? But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me?"

They later tried to deceive the Romans into bringing Paul to a certain place so that they might kill him ( Acts 23:12-15; Acts 25:1-3).

Acts 23:15, "Now therefore ye with the council signify to the chief captain that he bring him down unto you to morrow, as though ye would enquire something more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever he come near, are ready to kill him."

Acts 25:2-3, "Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought him, And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him."

Proverbs 12:6 — "but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them" - Comments- The righteous will speak up for those who are treated unjustly.

Proverbs 31:8-9, "Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction. Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy."

Mordecai and Esther spoke up to the king in order to deliver their people from destruction, and the wicked deceit of Haman was overthrown as a result. 

Proverbs 12:6 — Comments- The contrast is clearly seen in the fact that the words of the wicked are intended to destroy those who believe them, while the words of the righteous are intended to bless others and deliver them from problems in their lives.

Proverbs 12:7 The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the righteous shall stand. 
Proverbs 12:7 — "The wicked are overthrown, and are not" - Word Study on "overthrown" - Strong says the Hebrew word "overthrown" ( הָפַךְ) (H 2015) is a primitive root meaning, "to turn about or over," and it implies "to change, overturn, return, or pervert."

Proverbs 12:7 — "but the house of the righteous shall stand" - Comments- Even after the death of the righteous, his house will stand. For he has established a good word on this earth that will endure. The blessings of the Lord will pass upon his children and those lives whom he has touched. This is an enduring house because it is built in the hearts of men, and not of brick and stone. For example, the churches that Paul established were not built of brick and mortar, but in the hearts of those whom he converted to Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 3:3, "Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart."

The house the Paul and the apostles built, the early Church, stood against all the fury of Rome, against centuries of persecutions. This house will one day be established upon this earth as Jesus Christ returns to set up His earthly kingdom and the wicked will be no more.

Proverbs 12:7 — Comments- The contrast seen in the fact that when the wicked are overthrown, there is no remnant or existence of their lives. They have forever come to an end. In contrast, the righteous will be established forever. Even after death, their house still stands because of the good works they have established on this earth.

God has a divine way of bringing to an end the generation of the wicked, but causing the righteous to flourish and prosper from generation to generation. The Lord brought judgment upon several kings of Israel by cutting off their seed in the fourth generation. In contrast, the Lord established the throne of David forever. 

2 Samuel 7:15-16, "But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever."

Scripture References- Note similar verses.

Psalm 37:10-11, "For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace."

Psalm 37:35-38, "I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found. Mark the perfect Prayer of Manasseh , and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off."

Psalm 73:18-19, "Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors."

Proverbs 10:25, "As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation."

Proverbs 14:11, "The house of the wicked shall be overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright."

Proverbs 15:25, "The LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will establish the border of the widow."



Verse 8-9 

Proverbs 12:8 A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised.
Proverbs 12:8 — "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom" - Word Study on "commended" - Strong says the Hebrew word "commended" ( הָלַל) (H 1984) is a primitive root literally meaning, "to be clear, or to shine," hence, it means figuratively, "to make a show, to boast, and to be (clamorously) foolish, to rave, to celebrate." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 165 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "praise 117, glory 14, boast 10, mad 8, shine 3, foolish 3, fools 2, commended 2, rage 2, celebrate 1, give 1, marriage 1, renowned 1."

Comments- This word is most often translated "to praise." Thus, other translations give this reading.

YLT, "According to his wisdom is a man praised, And the perverted of heart becometh despised."

We see this same statement in Ecclesiastes.

Ecclesiastes 8:1, "Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing? a man"s wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be changed."

Word Study on "according to" - The Hebrew idiom ( ל) plus ( פֶּה) (H 6310) literally means, "according to the mouth of," and it means, "in proportion to." 

Word Study on "wisdom" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) means, "understanding, intelligence, prudence." Strong says it means, "intelligence, success." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understanding 7, Wisdom of Solomon 3, wise 1, prudence 1, knowledge 1, sense 1, discretion 1, policy 1."

Strong says ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) comes from the primitive root ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which means, "to be circumspect, and hence, intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 63times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 12, wise 12, prosper 8, wisely 6, understanding 5, consider 4, instruct 3, prudent 2, skill 2, teach 2, misc 7."

Comments- This Hebrew noun is a key word woven throughout in the book of Proverbs being used six times:

Proverbs 3:4, "So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

Proverbs 12:8, "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised."

Proverbs 13:15, "Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard."

Proverbs 16:22, "Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly."

Proverbs 19:11, "The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression."

Proverbs 23:9, "Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words."

This word refers to the ability of a man to think straight in contrast to the person who has a twisted mind.

Proverbs 12:8 — "but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised" - Word Study on "despised" - Strong says the Hebrew word "despised" ( בּוּז) (H 937) means, "disrespect." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 11times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "contempt 7, despised 2, contemptuously 1, shamed 1."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse.

Proverbs 18:3, "When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt, and with ignominy reproach."

Proverbs 12:8 — Comments- The contrast in seen in the fact that a heart of wisdom and discretion will bring a man praise while a perverse heart will bring a man shame. The degree that a man has wisdom determines the degree that he will be praised. The opposite is true of the perverse heart. God does not measure and exalt a man by his tribe, by his noble birth or by his strength and riches. But God looks upon the heart of a man.

We see how wisdom brought praise in the life of Joseph.

Genesis 41:39-40, "And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou."

We see this wisdom in the life of David.

1 Samuel 16:18, "Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant Prayer of Manasseh , and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the LORD is with him."

We see how wisdom brought honor to Gideon ( Judges 6-8) while a perverse heart brought despite to his son Abimelech ( Judges 7-9).

Wisdom will exalt a man.

Luke 12:42-44, "And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath.

The Lord spoke to Eli through the prophet and said, 

1 Samuel 2:30, "Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed."

Also, people will speak well of those who show wisdom and discretion. But they will speak bad of those who have a perverse heart.

Proverbs 12:9 He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.
Proverbs 12:9 — Word Study on "despised" - Strong says the Hebrew word "despised" ( קָלָה) (H 7034) is a primitive root that literally means, "to be light," and figuratively it means, "to be in contempt." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "vile 1, shall be condemned 1, lightly esteemed 1, despised 1, base 1, settest light 1."

Comments- This word is used in Proverbs 12:9 to describe a lowly person who lives in a humble state, compared to Proverbs 12:8 which describes a person who is despised because of a perverse heart.

Proverbs 12:9 — Comments - The phrase "and hath a servant" implies that the person makes an honest living, in contrast to the person who is too highminded to provide himself the necessities of life.

It is better to live simple and have the money to pay the bills and even hire a servant, than to be one who puts on a display of false riches when they actually have no money once their debts are paid. It is better to be of low rank and have a comfortable life, than to be someone who glories in his noble position but really has nothing. The proud person is he that pretends to be something that he is not. The humble man hires only one servant that he can afford, while the proud man hires many servants that he cannot afford. 

Note this meaning in the following translations:

BBE, "who is of low position and has a servant, is better than one who has a high opinion of himself and is in need of bread."

God'sWord, "Better to be unimportant and have a slave than to act important and have nothing to eat."

RSV, "Better is a man of humble standing who works for himself than one who plays the great man but lacks bread."

We might find a similar verse in Proverbs 13:7.

Proverbs 13:7, "There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches."

Illustration- One day while doing banking in Africa, I was standing in line talking to a person, when a window to the cashier had opened. Since I did not see the window, an African yelled, "Hey, Musungo!," as a way of telling me that it was my turn to move to the window. A few other Africans began to laugh as my being called a "musungo." This word is Swahili for "a wanderer" and hence, "white man who came to Africa initially as a wandering person exploring". I quietly walked to the window, with laughing behind me. I began to thank how blessed I was as a missionary in the country, with housekeepers at my home living is a nice home. I began to think that this person laughing was probably one of the many poor people who lacked bread. Song of Solomon , though I was despised, I had a servant and therefore, I had honour. The person causing others to laugh with his joke had honour for a few minute, but he would return to his poverty, which lacked honour, when the laughter was over.

We should learn to be content with the simple comforts of life and not seek to find the honor of men. For those who seek this honor, they will find their life uncontent and their basic needs unfulfilled.

Proverbs 12:9 — Comments- There is a second translation and meaning of this verse.

"He that is despised, and is his own servant, is better than he that boasteth himself and wanteth bread;"

This means that it is better to be humble and work for oneself than to be highminded and trying to see the honor of others while being too lazy to provide for oneself. 



Verses 10-12 

Proverbs 12:10 A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 
Proverbs 12:10 — Comments- The kindness of a righteous man extends to his livestock as well as to his family and friends. That Isaiah , all of his actions reflect kindness and an effort to be a blessing to others. In contrast, a wicked person, even with his best efforts, still acts with cruelty. As an illustration, I grew up around anger in my home. Although an angry person is often angry, that person also has days in which he tries to show kindness. But even these efforts of kindness lack genuine love from the heart. A wicked person"s kindness is shallow. It comes with great effort compared to the kindness that easily flows from the heart of the righteous. Kindness is forced out of the wicked, rather than flowing out of the righteous. From a wicked and angry heart, cruelty flows naturally and easily.

Illustration- I was raised in church and observed men of God treating their beasts with kindness. But the wicked men I met gave very little regard for their animals. As a young child, our home in the woods was sometimes visited by an old man riding a horse. He would drop by just to chat a while and then go on his way. This man had a reputation for being cruel to his animals. He would tie up animals and punish them with beatings, or lack of food and water. Years later, as a young pastor, I dropped by his house on an unannounced visit, as he had often visited my home years earlier. He was 95 years old then, and told me that he wished to die. I invited him to accept Jesus Christ as his Savior before he died. But, in his 95 years of learning to live without Christ, he rejected my offer. He certainly met the qualifications of the cruelty of the wicked.

Proverbs 12:11 He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding. 
Proverbs 12:12 The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 
Proverbs 12:12 — Word Study on "yieldeth fruit" - Strong says the Hebrew word "yieldeth fruit" ( נָתַן) (H 5414) is a primitive root that means, "to give." It has a wide application of uses. The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2008 times in the Old Testament. being translated in the KJV as, "give 1078, put 191, deliver 174, made 107, set 99, up 26, lay 22, grant 21, suffer 18, yield 15, bring 15, cause 13, utter 12, laid 11, send 11, recompense 11, appoint 10, shew 7, misc 167."

Comments- The phrase "yieldeth fruit" literally mean, "gives." Therefore, the word "fruit" used in this verse in added because of context. It is not in the original text.

Comments- The contrast in this verse can then easily been seen in the fact that the wicked covet evil things for himself. But the righteous man desires to give good things and become a blessing to others.



Verses 13-23 

Proverbs 12:13 to Proverbs 13:5 — The Mind of Man: The Righteous Tongue - This section places emphasis upon the tongue of Prayer of Manasseh , which reflects the mind of man.

Proverbs 12:16 A fool"s wrath is presently known: but a prudent man covereth shame. 
Proverbs 12:16 — Word Study on "presently" - The English word "presently is formed from the Hebrew word ( ב), meaning "in" and the Hebrew word ( יוֹם) (H 3117), meaning "day." Literally, it means, "in a day." 

Proverbs 12:16 — Word Study on "shame" - Strong says the Hebrew word "shame" ( קָלוֹן) (H 7036) means, "disgrace." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 17 times in the Old Testament, being translated in KJV as, "shame 13, confusion 1, dishonour 1, ignominy 1, reproach 1."

Proverbs 12:16 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 12:16 is seen in the fact that a fool will quickly reveal his lack of control over his temper, but the prudent man will cover up this shameful act of displaying anger by controlling his spirit. It will only take one day to see the fool control over his temper, but a wise man will work to control his temper. It means that a fool will show his wrath in the same day that he is provoked, contrasted to a prudent Prayer of Manasseh , who will hold his anger back, thus covering it, for the proper occasion.

Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.
Proverbs 12:22 — Word Study on "deal" - Strong says the Hebrew word "deal" ( עָשָׂה) (H 6213) is a primitive root that means, "to do, or to make," and it is used is a broad sense of applications. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 2633times in the Old Testament, being translated in KJV as, "do 1333, make 653, wrought 52, deal 52, commit 49, offer 49, execute 48, keep 48, shew 43, prepare 37, work 29, do Song of Solomon 21, perform 18, get 14, dress 13, maker 13, maintain 7, misc 154."

Proverbs 12:23 A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness.
Proverbs 12:23 — Comments- I saw this biblical principle used for the first time so effectively when I began to work with the leadership of DMJ Management. The general manager would often conceal how much he knew in meetings with vendors and contractors. He would actually act as if he knew very little about the subject and ask the other party to explain things to him. Thus, I saw a prudent man concealing knowledge.

This often led the other person to reveal how much he knew or to reveal how little he knew about the relevant issues at hand. Thus, the heart of the fool often proclaimed his foolishness by trying to pretend that he knew much, while he was revealing that he knew very little. 

This gave the general manager a distinct advantage in negotiating the terms and conditions of a business arrangement. Note other related verses on this subject:

Proverbs 13:16, "Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth open his folly."

Proverbs 15:2, "The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness."

Proverbs 17:27, "He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit."

Proverbs 18:15, "The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge."

1 Corinthians 8:1, "Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth."

Prior to receiving a promotion as a supervisor in DMJ Management Company, I has spent four years working with the labourers of the company, those who were under the management of others. During the workday, I had often endured listening to uneducated fools in their jesting. One day, I cried out to the Lord in prayer that he would put me with a man of God in my workday. It was not long afterwards that I received the promotion into management, working under the general manager, who was a great man of God. There, I learned much about how to deal with people issues instead of mechanical issues.

Proverbs 13:20, "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed."



Verse 24 

The Physical Body of Man: Diligence - This section places emphasis upon man's physical body. The heart of man has been emphasized in Proverbs 12:1-12 and the mind has been emphasized in Proverbs 12:13 to Proverbs 13:5. We have passed a similar group of proverbs that placed emphasis upon man's physical body in Proverbs 10:27 to Proverbs 11:22. However, these verses focused upon a long life. The proverbs found in Proverbs 12:24 to Proverbs 13:4 will focus upon diligence.

Proverbs 12:24 The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute.
Proverbs 12:24 — "The hand of the diligent shall bear rule" - Illustration- Presidents and leaders of countries are generally found to be hard-working men. The diligent man meets success in life.

Proverbs 12:24 — "but the slothful shall be under tribute" - Comments- The slothful man never has or keeps success in his life, but rather, he is a servant and in debt to those around him.

Proverbs 12:26 The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: but the way of the wicked seduceth them.
Proverbs 12:26 — "but the way of the wicked seduceth them" - Comments- The NKJV reads, "For the way of the wicked leads them astray." Note 1 Corinthians 15:33, "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners."

Proverbs 12:27 The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious.
Proverbs 12:27 — "The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting" - Illustration- While hunting in the woods as a child with my brothers and father, we have come across game animals that have been shot and left to rot on the ground. There is a saying among hunters not to ever kill what you can or will not eat, or do not kill animals for waste. The sluggard is too lazy to dress and roast the game which he has enjoyed hunting. He is also a poor steward of the things God gives him.

Proverbs 12:27 — "but the substance of a diligent man is precious" - Comments- He is a good steward of the things that God gives him. He takes care of material things and is gracious to God for them. He sees that the things that God has given to him are precious. In addition, the peers of a diligent man perceive that his goods are precious. For example, I was in the office of a travel agent today in order to purchase tickets for a trip (May 31, 2004). I was referred to use a particular person in a particular travel agency in town. When my wife and I arrived at their office, we immediately recognized one very busy and organized and well dressed individual. We immediately knew that this was the person that was recommended to us as a good travel agent to work with. All other employees in the office looked to him for advice. Even the boss walked in and proudly walked by him. This is because everyone in the office perceived that this man's time, counsel and work was the most important in the office. Not only did this diligent man value his time and use it wisely, but all of his co-workers and his boss perceived the same value in his work.

Proverbs 12:27 — Practical Application - Proverbs 12:27 speaks of stewardship. God does not always give to us everything that we want immediately. We must labor and be found faithful before God will entrust us with His blessings and riches (note how Paul talks about this faithfulness in 1 Timothy 1:12). Otherwise, something easily gained is often despised. For example, I spent many years working and repairing homes and apartments. My tools became very precious to me. I had worked hard to purchase each one of them. I have seen teenagers who were given new cars and possessions by their wealthy parents just to have them wrecked and damages by undisciplined and slothful behaviour.

1 Timothy 1:12, "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;"

God is a good steward of His blessings and He gives them to us as we work to be faithful with what He has already given to us.

Spiritual Application- After having watched Mel Gibson's movie The Passion of the Christ (released 2004) today for the first time, I was overwhelmed, as were all who have seen this drama of Jesus' suffering and death, of the pain He suffered at the hands of cruel men. How much does He now have compassion upon us when we are tempted into sin. He understands every ounce of emotions and temptation that we endure. He is willing to have compassion upon us when we fall and stumble for the price He paid through His suffering was incredible. The amount of effort and sacrifice He endured to purchase us as His possession will take eternity to be fully told to us. Remember in Proverbs 12:27 how we are told that to a diligent man his substance is precious. He was diligent to purchase us through His shed blood, so how much more precious we are to Him as His purchased possession.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-25 

Proverbs 13:1-25 — Wealth Gained by a Righteous Heart, Guarding the Tongue and Diligence in Work - Proverbs 13:1-25 places emphasis upon the spirit, soul and body of man.

Proverbs 13:4 The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.
Proverbs 13:4 — Word Study on "shall be made fat" - Strong says the Hebrew word "shall be made fat" ( דָּשֵׁן) (H 1878) literally means, "to be fat," and figuratively, "to satisfy."

Proverbs 13:4 — Comments- The lazy person sees the wealth of the diligent person and he wants these same things, but he never is able to obtain them. The diligent person is able to gain many things in this life, to the satisfying of his soul. Thus, in the eyes of the sluggard, the poor stay poor, and the rich become richer.

God doesn't mind if a man has things and becomes prosperous. If you work hard, you can have these things ( 1 Timothy 6:17).

1 Timothy 6:17, "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;"

Proverbs 13:7 There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.
Proverbs 13:7 — "there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches." - Comments- Moses left the royal courts of the richest nation on earth to serve the Lord with God"s people ( Hebrews 11:25).

Hebrews 11:25, "Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;"

Proverbs 13:8 The ransom of a man"s life are his riches: but the poor heareth not rebuke. 
Proverbs 13:8 — Comments- Note other translations for a better understanding:

Brenton, "A man"s own wealth is the ransom of his life: but the poor endures not threatening."

Proverbs 13:8 reveals the good and bad aspects of being rich and of being poor. Although riches give one much comfort in life, it also attracts those who try to steal those riches. In contrast, a poor man may suffer without the comforts of life, but he does not bear the worry about losing his riches to thieves. 

True wisdom evaluates every aspect of a situation. It is for this reason that wisdom sees the advantages and the disadvantages to being both rich and poor.

In the day of trouble, a man will give all of his riches in order to spare his own life. Illustrations:

1 Kings 20:34, "And Benhadad said unto him, The cities, which my father took from thy father, I will restore; and thou shalt make streets for thee in Damascus, as my father made in Samaria. Then said Ahab, I will send thee away with this covenant. So he made a covenant with him, and sent him away."

Jeremiah 41:8, "But ten men were found among them that said unto Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have treasures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. So he forbare, and slew them not among their brethren."

How common it is for very wealthy men to have their loved ones kidnapped just for the ransom. But a poor man does not have to worry about someone chasing after his riches. Rather, they are despised and overlooked. They are not given rebukes and threats upon their lives. Illustration:

2 Kings 25:11-12, "Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carry away. But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers and husbandmen."

Proverbs 13:9 The light of the righteous rejoiceth: but the lamp of the wicked shall be put out.
Proverbs 13:10 Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.
Proverbs 13:10 — Comments- Proverbs 13:10 shows the true cause of contention and strive, namely, "pride" (see James 3:16). A person who humbly receives instruction and reproof will walk in wisdom. But the person with a prideful heart will argue with instruction, thus producing strife. With employees, the proud ones will not take instruction well, but rather will resist with strife. The humble employee will receive instruction and will become a very wise person in a company.

James 3:16, "For where envying and strife Isaiah , there is confusion and every evil work."

Proverbs 13:11 Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase. 
Proverbs 13:11 — "Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished" - Comments- Within the context of the book of Proverbs , we learn that God leads us into prosperity after developing our spiritual, mental and physical well-being. This order of priority is found in chapter 3. Therefore, when wealth is gained without spiritual maturity and without the wisdom to manage it, a person makes bad decisions in managing it, and thus looses it.

It is the same foolish way of thinking that gave the person vain wealth that will cause this person to lose it. The Lord once said to me, "Faith brings a blessing, but wisdom manages that blessing." In other words, the Lord may give us something, but if we lack Wisdom of Solomon , we can lose the blessing that He gave us.

Proverbs 13:13 Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded. 
Proverbs 13:13 — Word Study on "destroyed" - Strong says the Hebrew word "destroyed" ( חָבַל) (H 2254) means, "to wind tightly, to bind, especially by a pledge," and figuratively, "to pervert, to destroy." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 29 times in the Old Testament, being translated in KJV as, it is translated, "destroy 7, take a pledge 5, pledge 5, bands 2, brought forth 2, at all 1, corrupt 1, corruptly 1, offend 1, spoil 1, travaileth 1, very 1, withholden 1."

Comments- These two shades of meaning are clearly seen in various translations. It can mean, "to repay":

HNV, "Whoever despises instruction will pay for it, But he who respects a command will be rewarded."

Rotherham, "He that despiseth a matter, shall get pledged thereto, but, he that revereth a commandment, the same shall be recompensed."

Or, the word can mean, "to suffer":

JPS, "Whoso despiseth the word shall suffer thereby; but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded."

YLT, "Whoso is despising the Word is destroyed for it, And whoso is fearing the Command is repayed."

Proverbs 13:13 — Word Study on " rewarded" - Strong says the Hebrew word "rewarded" ( שָׁלַם) (H 7999) literally means, "to be safe," and it figuratively means, "to be completed." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 116 times in the Old Testament, being translated in KJV as, "pay 19, peace 11, recompense 11, reward 10, render 9, restore 8, repay 7, perform 7, good 6, end 4, requite 4, restitution 4, finished 3, again 3, amends 1, full 1, misc 8."

Proverbs 13:13 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 13:13 can be seen in the translation that says a man who despises God"s Word will have to pay for it, but one who fears the Word will be rewarded.

Proverbs 13:15 Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard. 
Proverbs 13:15 — Word Study on "understanding" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) means, "understanding, intelligence, prudence." Strong says it means, "intelligence, success." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understanding 7, Wisdom of Solomon 3, wise 1, prudence 1, knowledge 1, sense 1, discretion 1, policy 1."

Strong says ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) comes from the primitive root ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which means, "to be circumspect, and hence, intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 63times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 12, wise 12, prosper 8, wisely 6, understanding 5, consider 4, instruct 3, prudent 2, skill 2, teach 2, misc 7."

Comments- The Hebrew noun ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) is a key word woven throughout in the book of Proverbs being used six times:

Proverbs 3:4, "So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

Proverbs 12:8, "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised."

Proverbs 13:15, "Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard."

Proverbs 16:22, "Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly."

Proverbs 19:11, "The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression."

Proverbs 23:9, "Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words."

This word refers to the ability of a man to think straight in contrast to the person who has a twisted mind.

Proverbs 13:20 He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed. 
Proverbs 13:20 — Illustration- One of the most life changing prayers that I ever prayed took place in the early 1990"s. I was working in the ministry of helps at my local church as an altar worker. I prayed that God would put me with a man of God in the church to strengthen me. I had been working for several years as a maintenance man at an apartment complex. In this type of occupation, many of the co-workers were uneducated and foolish sinners. In my grief of working in such an environment, I cried out to God for wise company. 

Within a week after praying this prayer, I was asked to become the assistant to the man who was the minister over the altar workers. This gave me the opportunity for the next few years to rub shoulders with one of the greatest men of God in the church. As iron sharpens iron, this man sharpened my character for the better. As I walked with a wise Prayer of Manasseh , I became wise.

I later prayed for God to put me with a man of God in my work. Soon, I received a promotion into the position as a supervisor. This gave me the opportunity to work closely with a man of God who was the CEO of the company. I spent the next four years learning principles of management that prepared me for the mission field. Walking with the wise had made me wise.

God is so willing to hear our prayer for wisdom.

James 1:5, "If any of you lack Wisdom of Solomon , let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him."

Proverbs 13:22 A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children"s children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.
Proverbs 13:22 — "and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just" - Illustration- This wealth is given to us by God sometimes during the greatest trials in our lives.

Abraham took the spoil of the heathen when his nephew was taken captive in war:

Genesis 14:16, "And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people."

The sons of Jacob took the spoil of Shalem, a city of Shechem, when their sister Dinah was defiled.

Genesis 34:27-29, "The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, because they had defiled their sister. They took their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in the field, And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house."

The children of Israel spoiled the Egyptians when the land lay in ruins with death and destruction all around.

Exodus 12:36, "And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians."

God gave the children of Israel the spoils of the land of Canaan. But this spoil came through the challenges of war.

Psalm 105:44, "And gave them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited the labour of the people;"

David took the spoil of the Amalekites when they invaded Ziklag and took his wives and possessions.

1 Samuel 30:20, "And David took all the flocks and the herds, which they drave before those other cattle, and said, This is David"s spoil."

These examples show us that if we will live a righteous life before God, that He will cause what the enemy meant for bad to result in our prosperity. For it was in the greatest trial of Job"s life that his greatest prosperity came. Because Job remained righteous in the midst of a trial, God caused all of those around him to bring him to prosperity.

Job 42:11-12, "Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses."

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Job 27:16, "Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay; He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide the silver."

Ecclesiastes 2:26, "For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight Wisdom of Solomon , and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit."

Proverbs 28:8, "He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor."

Proverbs 13:23 Much food is in the tillage of the poor: but there is that is destroyed for want of judgment.
Proverbs 13:23 — Comments- Having lived in Africa, it became apparent to me that this is a continent that is rich in natural resources and potential wealth, but by injustice in corrupt leadership, this potential or prosperity has been swept away. Africa has resulted in remaining the poorest continent on earth as a result of this injustice. 

Note other modern English translations:

BBE, "There is much food in the ploughed land of the poor; but it is taken away by wrongdoing."

WebsterBible, "Much food [is in] the tillage of the poor: but there is [that is] destroyed for want of judgment."

HNV, "An abundance of food is in poor people"s fields, But injustice sweeps it away."

JPS, "Much food is in the tillage of the poor; but there is that is swept away by want of righteousness."

Proverbs 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes. 
Proverbs 13:24 — "He that spareth his rod hateth his son" - Comments- The greatest example of this is in the life of Eli, the high priest. Eli did not punish his sons for defiling the priesthood. Therefore, God cut off Eli and his two sons in judgment.

1 Samuel 2:29, "Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have commanded in my habitation; and honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people?"

1 Samuel 3:13, "For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not."

Proverbs 13:24 — "but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes" - Word Study on "betimes" - Strong says the Hebrew word "betimes" ( שָׁחַר) (H 7836) literally means, "to dawn," and figuratively, "to be early at any task, to search for (with painstaking)" The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 12times in the Old Testament, being translated in KJV as, "seek early 4, seek 2, diligently seek 2, betimes 1, misc 3." It means, "to seek, seek early or earnestly, look early or diligently for, (Qal) to look for diligently, seek, (Piel) to seek, seek early."

Comments- When a father loves his Song of Solomon , he is concerned about the well-being and future character of his son. Discipline is applied out of love. Therefore, he disciplines him "early", or in the childhood when correction is most effective.

Proverbs 13:24 — Comments- Proverbs 13:24 implies that a father"s love will give him the courage to discipline his son as often as it is needed. A loving father will not neglect this duty. This idea is in direct contrast to the word "spareth," or "withholdeth." The opposite of sparing the rod is diligently applying it.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Deuteronomy 8:5, "Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his Song of Solomon , so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee."

Proverbs 3:12, "For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth."

Proverbs 19:18, "Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying."

Proverbs 22:15, "Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him."

Proverbs 23:13-14, "Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell."

Proverbs 29:15, "The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame."

Proverbs 29:17, "Correct thy Song of Solomon , and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul."

Hebrews 12:7, "If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?"

Proverbs 13:25 The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: but the belly of the wicked shall want.
14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-35 

Proverbs 14:1-35 — The Mind: Understanding Must Guide Our Decisions - This section places emphasis upon the mind of man.

Proverbs 14:1 Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.
Proverbs 14:1 — "Every wise woman buildeth her house" - Comments- A wise woman will work so that her house and home will grow and prosper. A house that is built correctly is established, or steady and secure, not broken with divorce or full of strife and division ( Proverbs 24:3-4). This takes God"s wisdom from above ( James 3:17-18). This home has material riches to bless others with. Wisdom builds and works and prepares ( Proverbs 9:1).

Proverbs 24:3-4, "Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established: And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches."

Proverbs 9:1, "Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:"

Illustrations: 
1. The virtuous wife ( Proverbs 31:10-31): 

Proverbs 14:11 - Her husband trusts her as a steward not to waste his hard-earned substances:

Proverbs 14:12 - She does not do evil towards him in anger but strives to please him.

Proverbs 14:13 - She works hard for the benefit of her household. 

Proverbs 14:20 - She gives to the poor so God blesses the house.

Proverbs 14:26 - She speaks kindly and not with contentions.

2. The widow indeed ( 1 Timothy 5:10). She works hard to raise her children. She helps those in need.

1 Timothy 5:10, "Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints" feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work." 

3. Rachel and Leah:

Ruth 4:11, "And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem:"

Proverbs 14:1 — "but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands" - Comments- Characteristics of the foolish woman:

1. She is always talkative about worthless chatter.

Proverbs 9:13, "A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing." 

2. Her mind is on men and the world, excitement, entertainment 

Proverbs 9:14-15, "For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city, To call passengers who go right on their ways:"

3. She is full of contentions, arguing and fussing, and angry. 

Proverbs 19:13, "A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping."

Proverbs 21:9, "It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house."

Proverbs 21:19, "It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman."

Illustrations: 
Jezebel: 1 Kings 21:25, "But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up."

Athaliah: 2 Kings 11:1, "And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed royal." 

Because of her own actions, her home and family are destroyed, and not because of chance and ill fate, even though outsiders may be involved in the destruction.

Proverbs 14:2 He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him.
Proverbs 14:2 — Word Study on "uprightness" - Strong says the Hebrew word "uprightness" ( יָשָׁר) (H 3477) literally means, "straight." 

Comments- One who walks a straight path, doing that which is right.

Psalm 25:8, "good and upright is the Lord." - We are to be like Him.

The upright:

Psalm 7:10 - God saves them

Psalm 11:7 - We can see God, have communication with Him

Psalm 18:25 - God rewards the upright in many ways according to their uprightness

Psalm 32:11 - They can be glad in heart and rejoice

Psalm 33:1 - Praise is comely for them

Psalm 36:10 - God gives his loving kindness and righteousness to them

Psalm 37:18 - God gives them an inheritance forever

Psalm 37:37 -Their end is peace

Psalm 49:14 - They have dominion over them in the morning 

Psalm 64:10 - They shall rejoice in the Lord

Psalm 94:15 - They will follow God's judgment

Psalm 97:11 - Gladness is theirs 

Psalm 112:2 - Their generation is blessed

Psalm 112:4 - God gives them light in the darkness

Psalm 125:4 - God does good to them

Psalm 140:13 - They dwell in God's presence

Proverbs 2:21 - They dwell and remain in the land

Proverbs 10:29 - God's way is strength to them

Proverbs 11:3 - Their integrity guides them

Proverbs 11:6 - Their righteousness delivers them (also Proverbs 13:6)

Proverbs 11:11 - Their blessings exalt a city

Proverbs 11:20 - God delight in them

Proverbs 12:6 - Their mouth delivers them

Proverbs 14:11 -Their tabernacle flourishes 

Proverbs 15:8 - Their prayer is God's delight

Proverbs 16:17 - Their depart from evil

Proverbs 21:29 - He considers his ways

Proverbs 28:10 - They possess good things 

Proverbs 29:27 - They are an abomination to the wicked

Proverbs 14:2 — Word Study on "perverse" - Strong says the Hebrew word "perverse" ( לוּז) (H 3868) literally means,, "to turn aside." 

Comments - This word means the opposite of "straight" or "upright."

Proverbs 14:2 — Comments- Proverbs 14:2 shows that a man's lifestyle and conduct are a clear indication of how he regards God in his own heart.

James 2:18, "Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works."

Proverbs 14:3 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them.
Proverbs 14:3 — Word Study on "pride" - Strong says the Hebrew word "pride" ( גַּאֲוָה) (H 1346) means, "arrogance, majesty." 

Comments- Foolish people speak arrogantly, even though it costs them dearly, but a wise person will guide and control his tongue so that it will carry him safely through the situation. Note: 

Proverbs 18:6, "A fool"s lips enter into contention, and his mouth calleth for strokes." His talk brings strife and comes to blows.

Proverbs 13:10, "Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom."

Proverbs 21:24, "Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth in proud wrath." 

Proverbs 28:25, "He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat."

Proverbs 14:4 Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the strength of the ox. 
Proverbs 14:4 — Comments- Without the ox, there will be no harvest of grain, and without a harvest of grain, you cannot provide for the ox. Both the ox and the grain provide for each other. If you have one, you naturally have the other.

Proverbs 14:5 A faithful witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies. 
Proverbs 14:6 A scorner seeketh Wisdom of Solomon , and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth.
Proverbs 14:6 — "A scorner seeketh Wisdom of Solomon , and findeth it not" - Scripture References- Note:

Proverbs 18:2, "A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself."

HNV, "A fool has no delight in understanding, But only in broadcasting his own opinion."

Proverbs 26:12, "Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him."

Isaiah 8:20, "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them."

Proverbs 14:6 — "but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth" - Comment- There are two kinds of people shown in Proverbs 14:6 :

A. The scorner can be a sinner looking for happiness and peace and wisdom and never truly finding it. But the child of God has much understanding which God gives him.

B. The Christian who scorns the Pentecostal message while seeking his walk and ministry with the Lord verses a Pentecostal man who had received the anointing and much revelation into spiritual things. For some scorners who have categorized and classified and labeled their theology, many verses in the Bible are difficult to be interpreted, but to him whose heart and mind is open to his heavenly Father, who does not fit into man's mindset, this man receives the Scriptures as they are written and Gods word is simple to understand.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 119:99-100, "I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts."

Proverbs 8:9, "They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge."

Proverbs 17:24, "Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth."

Proverbs 14:6 — Comment- It is easy to get the right interpretation and understanding of the Scriptures when a man is in tune with God through the Holy Spirit, but to those Pharisee-type church people and sinners, it is difficult to understand God's word. 

Those who scoff the full Gospel message of divine healing and miracles have difficulty with many passages in the Holy Bible, but for those who humble themselves to God"s Word, understanding is easy ( James 1:21).

James 1:21, "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

Proverbs 14:7 Go from the presence of a foolish Prayer of Manasseh , when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge. 
Proverbs 14:8 The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: but the folly of fools is deceit. 
Proverbs 14:8 — "but the folly of fools is deceit" - Comments- My paths have crossed the paths of those who live their lives in deceiving and robbing others. I have seen them go to church, while committing embezzlement in their daily jobs. They have deceived many people, but in the end, the person that they have deceived the most is themselves. 

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a Prayer of Manasseh , but the end thereof are the ways of death. 
Proverbs 14:12 — Comments- Kenneth Copeland explains that Proverbs 14:12 gives us an example of a person who is walking by his five senses of the flesh and not by the Word of God. 102] In other words, living by the senses of the flesh is to be walking by the law of sin and death. This will bring a person to destruction. He uses Romans 8 to explain that this is a person who is walking under the law of sin and death, instead of being under the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus.

102] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

This same verse is repeated in Proverbs 16:25, "There is a way that seemeth right unto a Prayer of Manasseh , but the end thereof are the ways of death."

Proverbs 14:13 Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness. 
Proverbs 14:13 — Comments- A person"s outward appearance does not always portray what is going on inside the heart. Before I rededicated my life to the Lord in June of 1979, I had been under conviction for about two years. I remember driving down the road and weeping without understanding why. I was in college and appeared to be having a wonderful time; but inside, I was convicted of my sins. I was not truly happy.

Proverbs 14:14 The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself. 
Proverbs 14:14 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 1:31, "Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices."

Proverbs 11:6, "The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness."

Proverbs 14:15 The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going. 
Proverbs 14:15 — Illustration- King Achish believed David ( 1 Samuel 27:12).

1 Samuel 27:12, "And Achish believed David, saying, He hath made his people Israel utterly to abhor him; therefore he shall be my servant for ever."

Proverbs 14:20-21 — Comments- Everyone sees himself in need and in poverty when compared to a person of more wealth. The tendency is for a person to set his eyes on the wealth of the rich Prayer of Manasseh , but a wise person casts his eyes in the other direction, upon the poor. Thus, the wise man realizes his wealth and is moved in his heart to give to the poor. 

Proverbs 14:21 — "He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth" - Comments- Our neighbour is any one in need. Note the story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37.

Proverbs 14:21 — "but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he" - Comments- What a joy it gives a man when he helps the poor. There comes a joy of knowing you are in God's will.

Proverbs 14:23 In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury.
Proverbs 14:23 — Comments- Proverbs 14:23 shows one reason why God said, "that with quietness they work" in 2 Thessalonians 3:12. Talk produces very little, but action gets the job done.

2 Thessalonians 3:12, "Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread."

Illustration- As a young child, my brothers and I spent a lot of time helping in the garden. As teenagers, we spent years helping our father build a house and work at a sawmill in the back yard. On one Labour Day weekend, our father had us digging a drainage ditch in order to drain water off of our wetland. In the heat of this day"s labour, while all of our schoolmates were enjoying a holiday to rest, we asked our father why we had to work. Without slowing his work pace, he simply said, "Because it"s Labour Day". He meant jokingly that Labour Day was meant to be a day of work, instead of a holiday to take a rest.

Despite our complaints growing up and having to work around the home, my brothers and I developed good work habits. These habits have given us the ability to do well in the workplace, around many lazy people who never had good work ethics instilled in them as young people. 

I am no longer hoeing in a garden nor building a house. But, I am still using the work ethics that I learned as a child.

Proverbs 14:27 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death. 
Proverbs 14:27 — Comments- David Atkinson notes that a fountain is "refreshing, cool, beautiful, life-giving." In contrast, a snare is "hidden, entrapping, destructive, the source of pain." 103]

103] David Atkinson, The Message of Proverbs , in The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England: Inter-Varsity Press, 1996), 102.

Proverbs 14:29 He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding: but he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly. 
Proverbs 14:29 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 
Proverbs 14:17, "He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of wicked devices is hated."

Proverbs 14:30 A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones.
Proverbs 14:30 — Comments- Proverbs 14:30 tells us that a heart that is upright with God results in a healthy body, but a heart full of envy brings sickness. Peace of mind is the result of a godly lifestyle, but sinners fret and worry about their life, and this causes ill health.

ASV, "A tranquil heart is the life of the flesh; But envy is the rottenness of the bones."

Proverbs 14:31 He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor.
Proverbs 14:31 — Illustration- Note the parable of the sheep and goats in Matthew 25:31-46. The sheep and the goats will be separated on Judgment Day.

Proverbs 14:32 The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death. 
Proverbs 14:32 — Comments- A good example of the wicked being driven away in his wickedness is seen in the story of Daniel and the Lion's den. Those who tried to destroy Daniel were themselves destroyed by the same means. We see this in the story of Esther. For evil Haman was hung on the very gallows that he had prepared for righteous Mordecai. 

Proverbs 14:33 Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding: but that which is in the midst of fools is made known. 
Proverbs 14:34 Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.
Proverbs 14:34 — Scripture References- Note: 

Proverbs 11:11, "By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked."

Proverbs 14:35 The king"s favour is toward a wise servant: but his wrath is against him that causeth shame.
Proverbs 14:35 — Illustration: 
Joseph: Genesis 39:2-5, "And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian"s house for Joseph"s sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field." 

Daniel: Daniel 1:17, "As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-33 

Proverbs 15:1-33 — A Merry Heart - Proverbs 15:1-33 places emphasis upon the heart of man.

Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.
Proverbs 15:1 — Word Study on "soft" - Strong says the Hebrew word "soft" ( רֵישׁ) (H 7390) means, "tender, weak." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in KJV as, "tender 9, soft 3, fainthearted + 038241, one 1, weak 1, tenderhearted + 038241."

Proverbs 15:1 — Word Study on "turneth away" - Strong says the Hebrew word "turneth away" ( שׁוּב) (H 7725) means, "to turn back, to turn away or to retreat."

Proverbs 15:1 — Word Study on "grievous" - Strong says the Hebrew word "grievous" ( עֶצֶב) (H 6089) means, "an earthen vessel, (painful) toil, a pang (whether of body or mind)," and it comes from a primitive root ( עָצַב) (H 6087) meaning, "to carve, i.e, fabricate or fashion," and in a bad sense, it means, "to worry, pain or anger."

Proverbs 15:1 — Word Study on "stir up" - Strong says the Hebrew word "stir up" ( עָלָה) (H 5927) means, "to ascend, to be high." 

Proverbs 15:1 — Illustration- When the men of Ephraim rose up against Gideon, he appeased them with a soft answer.

Judges 8:1-3, "And the men of Ephraim said unto him, Why hast thou served us thus, that thou calledst us not, when thou wentest to fight with the Midianites? And they did chide with him sharply. And he said unto them, What have I done now in comparison of you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer? God hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb: and what was I able to do in comparison of you? Then their anger was abated toward him, when he had said that."

In contrast, Jephthah chose a rough answer for the men of Ephraim, and a battle ensued. 

Judges 12:1-4, "And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and went northward, and said unto Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over to fight against the children of Ammon, and didst not call us to go with thee? we will burn thine house upon thee with fire. And Jephthah said unto them, I and my people were at great strife with the children of Ammon; and when I called you, ye delivered me not out of their hands. And when I saw that ye delivered me not, I put my life in my hands, and passed over against the children of Ammon, and the LORD delivered them into my hand: wherefore then are ye come up unto me this day, to fight against me? Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said, Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the Ephraimites, and among the Manassites."

Note also how Abigail appeased the wrath of David when he sought to kill Nabal in 1 Samuel 25:23-35. David had been angered by the harsh words of Nabal in 1 Samuel 25:10-13.

Note how Rehoboam spoke roughly to Jeroboam and the children of Israel, thus loosing the northern kingdom. See 1 Kings 12:12-16.

Also, note:

2 Samuel 19:43, "And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and said, We have ten parts in the king, and we have also more right in David than ye: why then did ye despise us, that our advice should not be first had in bringing back our king? And the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel."

This appears to be the heart of the issue in Matthew 5:22, when Jesus warned us about calling a person names out of anger.

Matthew 5:22, "But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire."

Proverbs 15:1 — Scripture References- Note similar verses: 

Proverbs 10:32, "The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness."

Proverbs 12:18, "There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health."

Proverbs 15:18, "A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife."

Proverbs 16:24, "Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones."

Proverbs 25:15, "By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone."

Proverbs 21:23, "Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles."

Ecclesiastes 10:12, "The words of a wise man"s mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself."

Ephesians 4:29, "Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers."

Proverbs 15:2 The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.
Proverbs 15:2 — "The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright" - Comments- Perhaps the best definition for "wisdom" in the Holy Scriptures is found in Proverbs 15:2. Anyone can gain knowledge, which is the gathering of facts and information, but it takes wisdom to use this information, or knowledge, correctly.

Proverbs 15:2 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 12:23, "A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness."

Proverbs 13:16, "Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth open his folly."

Proverbs 15:7, "The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not so."

Proverbs 15:28, "The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things."

Proverbs 15:1-2 — Comments - The Tongue of the Wise- Not only will a wise person speak softly when it is due, he will also manage the words that he allows to flow out of his mouth. This reveals a person who has control over his spirit. In contrast, a person with no control over his spirit will become easily angered and speak harshly when it is not due ( Proverbs 15:1). He will also speak frequently, when his words are out of season.

Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 
Proverbs 15:3 — Comments- God is omniscience, or all knowing. Proverbs 15:3 also implies that God is able to deliver the righteous from all danger.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 11:4, "The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD"S throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men."

Psalm 33:13-15, "The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth. He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works."

Hebrews 4:13, "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do."

Proverbs 15:4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit. 
Proverbs 15:4 — "A wholesome tongue is a tree of life" - Word Study on "wholesome" - Strong says the Hebrew word "wholesome" ( מַרְפֵּא) (H 4832) means, "curative," and literally, it means, "a medicine, a cure," and figuratively, "a deliverance," and it comes from the verb ( רָפָא) (H 7495), which means, "to mend, to cure." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in KJV as, "health 5, healing 3, remedy 3, incurable + 03691, cure 1, sound 1, wholesome 1, yielding 1."

Comments- The tree of life is noted for its healing leaves ( Revelation 22:2). This tree of healing is compared to a healing, or wholesome, tongue in Proverbs 15:4.

Revelation 22:2, "In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations."

Proverbs 15:4 — "but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit" - Word Study on "a breach" - Strong says the Hebrew word "breach" ( שֶׁבֶר) (H 7667) literally means, "a fracture," and figuratively, it means, "ruin," and this word comes from the verb ( שָׁבַר) (H 7665), which means, "to burst." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 44times in the Old Testament, being translated in KJV as, "destruction 21, breach 7, hurt 4, breaking 3, affliction 2, bruise 2, crashing 1, interpretation 1, vexation 1, misc 2."

Comments- Note a similar phrase to "a breach in the spirit" used in Isaiah 65:14, "Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit."

Proverbs 15:4 — Comments- The contrast in Proverbs 15:4 is seen in the fact that one tongue brings healing (wholeness), and the other tongue causes a bruise (a breach).

Proverbs 15:4 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 12:18, "There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health."

Proverbs 16:24, "Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones."

Proverbs 18:8, "The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly."

Proverbs 18:14, "The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?"

Proverbs 26:22, "The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly."

Proverbs 15:5 A fool despiseth his father"s instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent. 
Proverbs 15:5 — "A fool despiseth his father"s instruction" - Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 5:12-13, "And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!"

Proverbs 15:6 In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble. 
Proverbs 15:6 — "In the house of the righteous is much treasure" - Comments- In the house of the righteous are not only material treasures, but blessings of peace and joy in the presence of the Lord.

Proverbs 15:6 — "in the revenues of the wicked is trouble" - Comments- In describing the revenues of the wicked, Matthew Henry says, "In the revenues of the wicked, the great incomes they have, there is trouble; for there is guilt and a curse; there is pride and passion, and envy and contention; and those are troublesome lusts, which rob them of the joy of their revenues and make them troublesome to their neighbours." 104] 

104] Matthew Henry, Proverbs, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 15:6.

Scripture Reference- Note:

1 Timothy 6:10, "For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."

Proverbs 15:7 The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not so.
Proverbs 15:7 — "The lips of the wise disperse knowledge" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 10:20-21, "The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth. The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom."

Proverbs 15:7 — "but the heart of the foolish doeth not so" - Comments- Not only do the foolish pour out foolishness from their mouths ( Proverbs 15:2), but also they lack the capable of dispersing knowledge.

Proverbs 15:2, "The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness."

Proverbs 15:8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight.
Proverbs 15:8 — "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 7:14, "I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows."

Proverbs 21:27, "The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?"

Isaiah 1:11, "To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats."

Proverbs 15:8 — Comments- Though a wicked man may bring a large offering, it means nothing to God, for the cattle upon a thousand hills belong to Him ( Psalm 50:7-15). God will not even hear their prayer ( John 9:31). Yet, the slightest whisper to God from the lips of his saint brings Him great delight; for God accepts not what a righteous man lacks, but what they have to offer ( 2 Corinthians 8:12).

John 9:31, "Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth."

2 Corinthians 8:12, "For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not."

Illustration- Compare the sacrifices of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4:1-5. Note:

Hebrews 11:4, "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh."

Proverbs 15:9 The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness. 
Proverbs 15:10 Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way: and he that hateth reproof shall die. 
Proverbs 15:11 Hell and destruction are before the LORD: how much more then the hearts of the children of men?
Proverbs 15:11 — "Hell and destruction are before the LORD" - Comments- Hell is certainly before the Lord, as seen in the story of the rich man and Lazarus ( Luke 16:19-31), and in the judgment of God in Revelation 14:10-11.

Proverbs 15:11 — "how much more then the hearts of the children of men" - Comments- If God knows the hidden regions of darkness and hell, He certainly knows the hidden regions of a man"s heart.

Proverbs 15:12 A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go unto the wise. 
Proverbs 15:13 A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.
Proverbs 15:13 — Word Study on "broken" - Strong says the Hebrew word "broken" ( נָכֵא) (H 5218) means, "smitten, afflicted." 

Proverbs 15:13 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 12:25, "Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it glad."

Proverbs 17:22, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones."

Proverbs 18:14, "The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?"

Proverbs 15:14 The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness. 
Proverbs 15:15 All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.
Proverbs 15:15 — "but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast" - Comments- A festival is a time of joy, a time to lay aside the toils of life and rejoice in something good. A person who learns how to be happy has a feast, or joy, in the midst of life's daily circumstances.

Proverbs 15:15 — Comments- The Hebrew text literally reads, "All days of afflicted (or wretched) evil, but a good heart feasts continual." Is the meaning of "afflicted" saying that the downtrodden have bad days, or that the "wretched" or evil men have evil days in contrast to a good man with a good heart?

Proverbs 15:16 Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith. 
Proverbs 15:16 — Comments- Proverbs 15:16 tells us that the condition of our heart takes priority over material wealth. In Proverbs 3, the blessings of God are listed in order of priority, beginning with spiritual, mental, physical then financial blessings. God wants us fully developed in every area of our lives, but our spiritual development is much more important that our financial condition. It is better to have a pure heart, even if there are few material possessions. 

The divine principle referred to in Proverbs 15:16 is so applicable to the ministry. Someone who has been called into the ministry must learn to stay focused upon his particular calling. He has to avoid spreading his energies into many directions; for with many pursuits comes more cares and troubles. A person who lays aside everything except that which he has been called to do will find the time to fulfill his divine calling. He keeps his life simple and walks in the fear of the Lord. Others constantly change their focus in pursuit of the latest popular activities. With their pursuit of these "treasures" that they call ministry comes much trouble.

Proverbs 15:16 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse in Psalm 16:8.

Proverbs 16:8, "Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right."

Proverbs 15:19 The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns: but the way of the righteous is made plain.
Proverbs 15:19 — "The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns:" - Comments- The slothful man is always finding problems in his life and depending upon others to carry him through.

Proverbs 15:19 — "but the way of the righteous is made plain" - Comments- The righteous man plans and looks ahead so that his steps are established.

Proverbs 15:22 Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellors they are established. 
Proverbs 15:22 — Comments- God has given us a "multitude of counselors" when seeking His divine will for our lives. We can know God's will by reading His Word. A second way to know God's will is by the witness of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. A third way that God leads us is by the confirmation of circumstances, but God will always give to us two or three witnesses in order to confirm His will ( Deuteronomy 19:15).

Deuteronomy 19:15, "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established."

Proverbs 15:33 The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.
Proverbs 15:33 — "and before honour is humility" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

1 Peter 5:6, "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:"

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-4 

Proverbs 16:1 The preparations of the heart in Prayer of Manasseh , and the answer of the tongue, is from the LORD.
Proverbs 16:1 — Word Study on "preparations" and "answer" - The words "preparations" ( מַעֲרָךְ) (H 4633) and "answer" ( מַעֲנֶה) (H 4617) are very similar in Hebrew, perhaps as a play on words.

Gesenius says the phrase "the answer of the tongue" means, "the hearing, or answering, of prayers." (see comments on [ מַעֲנֶה]).

Proverbs 16:1 — Comments- In order to understand Proverbs 16:1, it is best to look at similar verses, which are dealing with the same theme.

Proverbs 16:9, "A man"s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps."

Proverbs 19:21, "There are many devices in a man"s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand."

Proverbs 16:1 seems to say, "Though man begins the planning process, it is God who determines the final outcome." This would carry the same meaning as James 4:13-15. 

James 4:13-15, "Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that."

Proverbs 16:2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits. 
Proverbs 16:3 Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.
Proverbs 16:3 — "Commit thy works unto the LORD" - Illustration: 
James 4:15, "For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that."

Proverbs 16:2-3 — Comments - Man's Plans- Proverbs 16:2-3 are about man's plans. We are not to make our own plans without the Lord being a part of this plan, because God knows our hearts ( Proverbs 16:2). Rather, we are to commit ourselves into His hands ( Proverbs 16:3). We find a similar statement in the book of James

James 4:13-16, "Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil."

Proverbs 16:4 The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.
Proverbs 16:4 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Romans 9:15, "For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion."

Romans 9:22, "What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:"



Verses 1-9 

Proverbs 16:6 By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.
Proverbs 16:6 — "By mercy and truth iniquity is purged" - Comments- Note other translations:

ASV, "By mercy and truth iniquity is atoned for."

YLT, "In kindness and truth pardoned is iniquity."

Scripture References- Also note:

John 1:17, "For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."

Proverbs 16:7 When a man"s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. 
Proverbs 16:8 Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right. 
Proverbs 16:8 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse in Proverbs 15:16.

Proverbs 15:16, "Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith."

Proverbs 16:9 A man"s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.
Proverbs 16:9 — Comments- Proverbs 16:9 tells us that man has the free will to make his own choices, but the Lord controls the consequences, or the outcome. In other words, there are divine principles of sowing and reaping that are at work in the lives of mankind.

It is important for us to have a plan, and especially to seek the Lord"s will in this plan. However, the plan in itself is not enough. That Isaiah , we are not to have faith in the plan, even if the Lord inspired the plan in us. We are to keep our faith in God. We need to stay in touch with the Lord on a daily basis, so that He directs our steps. No plan in itself will succeed without the Lord's involvement. God does not measure success by the outcome of the plan, but by the willingness of the heart of a man to love God and others in the midst of the working out of the plan. This idea is seen in Proverbs 3:5-6.

Proverbs 3:5-6, "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."

Kenneth Copeland said, "We make our plans and ask God to bless it. Ask God what His plan is and do it." 111] 

111] Kenneth Copeland, "Sermon" (Southwest Believers Convention, Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), 8 August 2008.

Illustration (1) - Note as an illustration how the Lord directed the steps of Philip the evangelist as he was led to witness to the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-39.

Illustration (2) - In Matthew 26:5 the Jewish leaders were determined to control the outcome of the death of the Son of God. The Jewish people had just honored Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem by crying "Hosanna to the Son of David…" ( Matthew 21:8-9) The crowds were willing to accept Him as their new king. Although the Jewish leaders wanted to kill Jesus quietly without the notice of the people, they had not yet factored in the betrayal of Judas Iscariot, which Matthew adds to the plot in Proverbs 26:14-16. When Judas presented himself to the Jewish leaders, they were subject to the time of this betrayal, which took place during the festive days in Jerusalem. It was necessary that prophecy by fulfilled and that the Passover Lamb of God be sacrificed on the Day of Atonement. While the Jewish leaders believed they were organizing this most wicked scheme of all humanity, God was taking control of its outcome for redemptive reasons according to Proverbs 16:9, "A man"s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps," and Proverbs 19:21, "There are many devices in a man"s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand."

Scripture References- Note other similar verses:

Psalm 33:10-11, "The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations."

Psalm 37:5, "Commit thy way unto the LORD trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass."

Proverbs 19:21, "There are many devices in a man"s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand."

Proverbs 16:9 — Comments- Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"I direct every motion of thy life, as the ocean bears a ship. Your will and intelligence may be at the helm, but divine providence and sovereignty are stronger forces. Ye can trust Me, knowing that any pressure I bring to bear upon thy life is initiated by My love, and I will not do even this except as ye are willing and desire." 112]

112] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 18.



Verses 1-16 

Indoctrination: Solomon's First Collection of Proverbs (Synthetic) - On our journey in chapters 10-15, we have learned to make wise choices and to avoid foolish decisions. In chapter 16, we begin to see that God"s purpose and plan in our lives is bigger than just daily decision-making. This section of Proverbs ( Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16) reveals the divine intervention of God on this journey in life. We must now learn that God has an all-inclusive divine plan for all of his creation, for all of mankind, and a plan for you and me in particular. We must learn not only to make a wise decision, but we must evaluate this decision in light of God"s divine plan for our lives. It is only by God's divine intervention in our daily lives that we will be able to stay on the path that leads to eternal rest. God will intervene in order to keep our life balanced so that we will not stray in any one direction to far. Therefore, the journey becomes narrower and choices must be made more carefully.

Proverbs 10-15 have given us one-verse sayings that are clearly antithetical. That Isaiah , the first part of the verse contrasts with the second part. However, beginning in Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16, we see a different type of proverb. In this next section of the book of Proverbs the one-verse says have two parts that complement one another. That Isaiah , the second phrase amplifies, or further explains, the first phrase, rather than contrast its counterpart. This means that the training is getting a little more intensive. This new section requires more contemplation that the previous section. Rather than contrasting the difference between the wise man and the fool, we begin to learn the consequences of our decisions, whether wise or foolish. We now move from identifying the wise and the fool ( Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33) into learning the lasting effects that wisdom and foolishness have in our lives ( Proverbs 16:1 thru Proverbs 22:16). We must learn that we will always reap the consequences of our behavior. This is the process of indoctrination that is a vital part of our spiritual journey.

As we look for signposts within this passage that confirm this theme, we find them in Proverbs 16:6 and Proverbs 19:23, which tell us that the fear of the Lord brings forgiveness of our sins and it delivers us from the visitation of evil that judges the wicked.

Proverbs 16:6, "By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil."

Proverbs 19:23, "The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil."

It is interesting to note that the opening chapter of this lengthy passage begins with the theme of the sovereignty of God. This passage is place at this place on our journey in order that we might learn that God"s ways always prevail over man"s ways and that we must always reap what we sow.

Therefore, the truths in Proverbs 16:1 to Proverbs 22:16 are a little deeper in meaning that the previous section of Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 15:33. On our journey in Proverbs 10-15, we have seen how a man can make choices that will identify his character. Now, beginning in chapter 16, we take a deeper lesson in life in order to see a bigger picture. Although the outcome in life rests upon our daily choices, we must learn that God intervenes in our lives in order to include us into His divine plan for all of His creation, and for all of mankind. This means that God has a plan for you and me in particular.

Then, we see a signpost at Proverbs 22:4 as an indication that this phase of learning is ending. Note:

Proverbs 22:4, "By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life."

Therefore, Proverbs 22:4 does not describe the beginning of wisdom ( Proverbs 1:1 thru Proverbs 9:18), nor the instruction of wisdom ( Proverbs 10:1 thru Proverbs 15:33), but rather the effects of applying wisdom to our lives. That Isaiah , wisdom brings to us the full rewards of riches, honour and life.



Verse 5 

Proverbs 16:5 Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.
Proverbs 16:5 — "though hand join in hand" - Comments- The Hebrew phrase ( יָד לְיָד) literally means, "hand to hand." The KJV brings out the idea of a handshake in this phrase. Scholars give several interpretations for the phrase "hand in hand," which determines how one contrasts Proverbs 11:21.

(1) The Handing Down from One Generation to the Other- First, the phrase "hand in hand" may carry the concept of handing down from one generation to the other, which contrasts well with the "seed of the righteous" in the second part of the verse. JFB quotes Mercer, DeDieu, and Maurer, who believe that this phrase refers to the succession of parents and children. 105] KD refer to Bottcher, who interprets the phrase "hand to hand" to means, "from one hand to another." 106] Just as the seed of the righteous will benefit from these blessings, so will the descendants of the wicked find punishment. E. H. Plumpter says, "From hand to hand, from one generation to another, punishment shall descend on the evil doers." 107] Note this principle in Exodus 20:5-6.

105] Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Proverbs , in Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:21.

106] C. F. Keil, and F. Delitzsch, Proverbs , in Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:21.

107] E. H. Plumpter, Proverbs , in The Holy Bible According to the Authorized Version (A.D 1611), with an Explanation and Critical Commentary and a Revision of the Translation, by Bishops and Clergy of the Anglican Church, vol 4, ed. F. C. Cook (London: John Murray, 1873), 560.

Exodus 20:5-6, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments."

The blessings of the righteous will forever be handed down to his descendants as it brings never-ending blessings from one generation to the next; but the punishment that God hands down to the wicked will cut off their seed after the fourth generation and thus, purge the world of this wickedness. For example, Jesus Christ gave His blessings to twelve apostles. The blessings from the Gospel of Jesus have been handed down for thousands of years, and even into eternity. In contrast, the Lord cut off Ahab and other wicked leaders in Israel in their fourth generation.

(2) God Hands Down His Divine Judgment- John Gill quotes Jarchi's (Rashi's) interpretation of Proverbs 11:21, which says, "from the hand of the Holy One, blessed be Hebrews , to his hand shall come to him his wage, and he will not be cleansed of the evil that he committed." 108] In other words, this phrase would mean that God hands down His divine judgment from His hand into the hand of the sinners.

108] John Gill, 1 Kings , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on comments on Proverbs 11:21; The Complete Jewish Bible with Rashi Commentary, ed. A. J. Rosenberg (New York: The Judaica Press Company, 1963) [on-line]; accessed 13December 2009; available from http//www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16445/showrashi/true; Internet, comments on Proverbs 11:21.

(3) A Handshake and a Covenant- This phrase may carry the idea of a handshake and a covenant. JFB says, "The combined power of the wicked cannot free them from just punishment." 109] It would mean that the wicked may have many joined in agreement, but this will not protect him from divine wrath. It refers to the protection that comes in the ancient societies from joining in league and covenants with neighbours. This practice of covenant making was the best assurance of protection against other warlords and bands of marauders. 

109] Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Proverbs , in Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:21.

(4) The Concept of Certainty- Most modern translations interpret this phrase "hand to hand" to be a Hebrew idiom that means, "You have my word on it." Thus, it refers to a pledge made in a handshake, giving the figurative interpretation "certainly." KD prefer to side with Ewald's view that this phrase refers to a pledge or a guarantee. They quote Job 17:3 as an example. 110]

110] C. F. Keil, and F. Delitzsch, Proverbs , in Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Proverbs 11:21.

Job 17:3, "Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee; who is he that will strike hands with me?"

Thus, the idea of a promise, a guarantee, or a certainty that something will come to pass is implied. Note how many versions translate this phrase with this idea:

BBE, "Certainly the evil-doer will not go free from punishment, but the seed of the upright man will be safe."

HNV, "Most assuredly, the evil man will not be unpunished, But the seed of the righteous will be delivered."

JPS, "My hand upon it! the evil man shall not be unpunished; but the seed of the righteous shall escape."

NIV, "Be sure of this: The wicked will not go unpunished, but those who are righteous will go free."

We find this same entire Hebrew phrase in Proverbs 16:5 ( יָד לְיָד לֹא־יִנָּקֶה).

Proverbs 16:5, "Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished."

Note how other translations of Proverbs 16:5 carry the idea of certainty. 

Brenton, "Every one that is proud in heart is unclean before God, and he that unjustly strikes hands with hand shall not be held guiltless."

DRC, "Every proud man is an abomination to the Lord: though hand should be joined to hand, he is not innocent."

JPS, "Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD my hand upon it! he shall not be unpunished."

NIV, "The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished."

(5) The Making of Unjust Agreements- The LXX says that this phrase refers to people who make "unjust" agreements with others bringing punishment upon themselves.

Brenton, "He that unjustly strikes hands shall not be unpunished: but he that sows righteousness he shall receive a faithful reward."



Verses 10-15 

Proverbs 16:10 A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: his mouth transgresseth not in judgment. 
Proverbs 16:10 — Comments- At this place in the journey through life, a man not only begins to see God's divine hand of intervention in the affairs of mankind ( Proverbs 16:1-9), even in his own life, because he is now learning to recognize these event, but he now begins to realize how God gives divine insight to people who have been given positions of authority over others. If he has learned to honor God, then he must now learn to honor those whom God has placed in positions of authority. 

How many times have I seen as an employee and then as a supervisor, the hand of God in my daily work. The boss walks in when I relax, convicting me of sin, or I have a word of knowledge or a dream about co-workers or employees; or, perhaps I opened my mouth and words of wisdom come out that I had not been thinking about.

Note other Scriptures that confirm the divine insight that God gives to rulers.

Romans 13:1-4, "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil."

1 Peter 2:13-14, "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord"s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well."

Note also that the Scriptures tell us to pray for leaders so that they will be given divine insight in their ministry.

1 Timothy 2:1-4, "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."

Proverbs 16:14 The wrath of a king is as messengers of death: but a wise man will pacify it.
Proverbs 16:14 — Illustration- An illustration is found in Daniel chapter 2, where Daniel appeased the wrath of King Nebuchadnezzar by giving him the interpretation of his dream.



Verses 21-33 

Proverbs 16:21 — "and the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning" - Comments- Keith Moore teaches that the sweetness of the lips represents the truths of God"s Word being spoken in love. He says that the degree of love that one ministers in determines the degree of gifts and revelation that will flow out of the one who is ministering the Word of God. 113] 

113] Keith Moore, interviewed by Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

People respond to the truth much better when it is spoken with "sweet lips." When a person opens his heart to someone who is speaking to them in love, the anointing begins to easily flow from the minister into a receptive heart. In contrast, a heart that rejects God"s Word spoken harshly will not draw out the anointing from the minister.

As an altar worker in the church for seven years, how often I have ministered to people with a receptive heart and found myself flowing with inspired words and the gifts of the Spirit. I have also been is situations where I had little to say because someone"s heart was not receptive.

We are to speak the truth, but it is much more effective when we speak the truth in love ( Ephesians 4:15).

Ephesians 4:15, "But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:"

Proverbs 16:22 Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly. 
Proverbs 16:22 — Word Study on "understanding" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) means, "understanding, intelligence, prudence." Strong says it means, "intelligence, success." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understanding 7, Wisdom of Solomon 3, wise 1, prudence 1, knowledge 1, sense 1, discretion 1, policy 1."

Strong says ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) comes from the primitive root ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which means, "to be circumspect, and hence, intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 63times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 12, wise 12, prosper 8, wisely 6, understanding 5, consider 4, instruct 3, prudent 2, skill 2, teach 2, misc 7."

Comments - The Hebrew noun ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) is a key word woven throughout in the book of Proverbs being used six times:

Proverbs 3:4, "So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

Proverbs 12:8, "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised."

Proverbs 13:15, "Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard."

Proverbs 16:22, "Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly."

Proverbs 19:11, "The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression."

Proverbs 23:9, "Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words."

This word refers to the ability of a man to think straight in contrast to the person who has a twisted mind.

Proverbs 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a Prayer of Manasseh , but the end thereof are the ways of death.
Proverbs 16:25 — Scripture References - Proverbs 16:25 is repeated in Proverbs 14:12.

Proverbs 14:12, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a Prayer of Manasseh , but the end thereof are the ways of death."

Proverbs 16:26 He that laboureth laboureth for himself; for his mouth craveth it of him.
Proverbs 16:26 — Comments- A man"s hunger drives him to work, in order to feed his own belly. In the spiritual realm, it is an inner desire for the things of God that drives a man to seek and serve the Lord. Those are the people who find the Lord, those who desire him.

BBE, "The desire of the working man is working for him, for his need of food is driving him on."

JPS, "The hunger of the labouring man laboureth for him; for his mouth compelleth him."

In Africa, where many economies are underdeveloped, unemployed people find work on a daily basis. When a worker is paid too quickly, he will not return to work the next day, having temporarily satisfied his craving for money. He will not work again until this little money runs out. Therefore, the person hiring the day labourers often waits until the end of the job before paying them.

Proverbs 16:28 A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends. 
Proverbs 16:28 — Word Study on "whisperer" - Strong says the Hebrew word "whisperer" ( נֵרָגַן) (H 5372) means, "a slanderer," and it comes from an unused root that means, "to roll (to pieces)." 

Comments- Note other verses in Proverbs that use this same Hebrew word.

Proverbs 18:8, "The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly."

Proverbs 26:20, "Where no wood Isaiah , there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth."

Proverbs 26:22, "The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly."

Proverbs 16:29 A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not good.
Proverbs 16:29 — Word Study on "enticeth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "entice" ( פָּתָה) (H 6601) means, "to spread out, to open, to be roomy." Strong says this primitive root word literally means, "to open, to be roomy." In a mental or moral sense, it is used figuratively to mean, "to be made simple or to delude." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "entice 10, deceive 8, persuade 4, flatter 2, allure 1, enlarge 1, silly one 1, silly 1." From this same primitive root comes the much-used word "simple" ( פֶּתִי) (H 6612), which is found 15 times in the book of Proverbs of its 19 Old Testament uses.

Proverbs 16:29 — Comments- We first encounter this violent individual in the opening passages of Proverbs ( Proverbs 1:10-19), where he is enticing the simple one to commit acts of violence with him.

Proverbs 16:30 He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass.
Proverbs 16:31 The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness.
Proverbs 16:31 — "The hoary head is a crown of glory" - Comments- A 69-year man once told me that gray hair is the Lords way of causing a man to bloom or blossom forth, i.e, gray hair is lovely to be had. Not every one reaches their years to blossom forth, he said. 

Proverbs 16:32 He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. 
Proverbs 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.
17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-28 

Proverbs 17:1 Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with strife.
Proverbs 17:2 A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among the brethren.
Proverbs 17:2 — Illustration- In college, our animal science class went on a tour of a rich man's farm. The man who managed the farm, working under the owner, stayed there so long and pleased the owner so much, that the owner gave him forty acres with a house on it. This wise servant, we were told by the tour guide, had made several land transactions which greatly increased the owner's wealth. So here, this servant, or employee, partook of the inheritance with the brethren.

Scripture References- Note: Proverbs 14:35, "The king"s favour is toward a wise servant: but his wrath is against him that causeth shame."

Proverbs 17:10 A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool.
Proverbs 17:10 — "A reproof entereth more into a wise man" - Illustration- Peter received reproof from Paul ( Galatians 2:11).

Galatians 2:11, "But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed."

Proverbs 17:10 — Comments- Proverbs 17:10 is telling us that there are different ways to correct the wise and the foolish. A parent quickly learns to use different means of discipline on their children. A person who manages employees learns that each person responds differently to instruction and to correction. Therefore, it takes much wisdom to manage a large group of people effectively.

Proverbs 17:13 Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house.
Proverbs 17:13 — Illustrations: 
1. David showed evil to Uriah"s house by taking his wife, Bathsheba, while Uriah had shown good to the David as a faithful soldier in his army. Therefore God pronounced evil into David"s house forever:

2 Samuel 12:10-11, "Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun."

2. Saul rewarded David with evil, when David had only done good for Saul:

1 Samuel 24:17, "And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil."

3. Nabal rewarded David with evil for his good deed of protecting his herdsmen.

1 Samuel 25:21 Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me evil for good.

Proverbs 17:17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.
Proverbs 17:17 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 18:24, "A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother."

Proverbs 17:22 A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones. 
Proverbs 17:22 — "but a broken spirit drieth the bones" - Comments- A dentist once told me that the teeth of young people can be moved about and reset by using braces in the mouth because the bones are moist. As a person ages, his bones become dry and hard. At that point, the teeth cannot be moved using braces. Therefore, dry bones are a sign of aging. 

Proverbs 17:23 A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom to pervert the ways of judgment.
Proverbs 17:24 Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.
Proverbs 17:24 — Comments- A person who understands that God and His Word are the source of wisdom will easily find it, because God"s Word is always before us. However, a fool will travel to the ends of the earth looking for wisdom without finding it. No matter how hard he tries to find it, nor where he looks, he will not find wisdom. — 

A man of understanding has a humble heart that is always ready to receive God"s Word. He does not resist the commandments of God, but rather, receives the implanted Word in meekness. Thus, for him, wisdom comes easily ( James 1:21). — 

James 1:21, "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

Illustration- There was a testimony on a Christian program where a young man left the United States and visited India in search of Eastern religions. After year of searching these religions, he saw their foolishness and became a Christian.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-24 

Proverbs 18:2 A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself. 
Proverbs 18:2 — Comments- We see this person in a conversation. He wants to talk and not listen. While the other person is talking, he is thinking of what he wants to say. Note the HNV, "A fool has no delight in understanding, but only in broadcasting his own opinion."

Proverbs 18:3 When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt, and with ignominy reproach. 
Proverbs 18:3 — Word Study on "contempt" - Strong says the Hebrew word "contempt" ( בּוּז) (H 937) means, "disrespect." The Enhanced Strong says 11times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "contempt 7, despised 2, contemptuously 1, shamed 1."

Proverbs 18:3 — Word Study on "ignominy" - Webster says the word "ignominy" means, "public disgrace, shame."

Proverbs 18:9 He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.
Proverbs 18:9 — Comments- Slothful people do sloppy work and waste the employer's time and money. They do not seem to care about how much they cost other people in time and labour. This type of person is wasteful in his finances and all of his life's affairs.

Proverbs 18:10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.
Proverbs 18:11 The rich man"s wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit. 
Proverbs 18:12 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility. 
Proverbs 18:12 — "Before destruction the heart of man is haughty" - Word Study on "destruction" - Strong says the Hebrew word "destruction" "sheber" ( שֶׁבֶר) (H 7667) means, "a fracture," and figuratively, "ruin," and is comes from the primitive root ( שָׁבוּר) (H 7665) meaning, "to burst." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 44times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "destruction 21, breach 7, hurt 4, breaking 3, affliction 2, bruise 2, crashing 1, interpretation 1, vexation 1, misc 2." 

Word Study on "haughty" - Strong says the Hebrew word "haughty "gabahh" ( גָּבַהּ) (H 1361) is a primitive root meaning, "to be lofty," and figuratively, "to be haughty." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 34times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "exalt 9, ...up 9, haughty 5, higher 4, high 3, above 1, height 1, proud 1, upward 1."

Comments- Pride was the first sin of creation when Lucifer rose up against God ( Isaiah 14:12-14). Pride was the primary sin of Sodom and Gomorrah, which cities exemplified man's deepest depravity ( Ezekiel 16:49-50). Through pride King Nebuchadnezzar lifted himself up and was struck down by God by being turned over to a reprobate mind ( Daniel 4:28-37). In Acts 12:20-25 King Herod exalts himself as a god and is killed by the Lord. It is the sin of the "man of sin and son of destruction" ( 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4). It is the sin that God hates the most ( Proverbs 6:16-19). There is no trap by which man is more easily captured than by pride. It is the sin by which we are most easily overcome. Pride makes promises that are too seductive to resist ( Proverbs 1:10-19). It allows us to be tempted into sin, even when our parents have warned us, and the preacher has begged us, and our friends have told us, and our conscience compels us; still we choose to sin because of pride.

Isaiah 14:12-14, "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High."

Ezekiel 16:49-50, "Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore I took them away as I saw good."

Acts 12:23, "And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost."

2 Thessalonians 2:4, "Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God."

Proverbs 6:16-19, "These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren."

Pride is not a condition of the mind, but a state of man's heart when it rebels against authority. Pride exalts itself, wanting its own way above God's ways. Thus, pride chooses its own destiny. It first comes when a child disobeys his parents, then when a student refuses to follow his/her instructions as school. Pride is ultimately rebellion against institutions of authority that God has placed upon earth to guide mankind to each of his divine destinies. Pride is when man rules his own life and cares not for his Creator.

Charles Spurgeon calls pride the shadow of destruction. It foreshadows its impending future. The shadow of pride can be recognized in many shapes and forms. Pride always presumes its innocence. It never says, "I'm sorry," or "I was wrong." It is a master of disguises. It harms the innocent. It is cloaked by various names: saving one's face or honor, false humility, refusing to help a brother in need, refusing help offered. He notes that every author of the Scriptures has addressed this issue in some manner. There is no trap in which man is more easily caught. 114]

114] Charles Spurgeon, "Pride and Humility," New Park Street Chapel, Southwark, 17 August 1856, in Christian Library Series, vol 6: Charles H. Spurgeon Collection, in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2006).
Illustration- In Daniel 4:28-37 we read King Nebuchadnezzar prideful words, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?" At that time, God judged him by turning him over to a reprobate mind that lacked reason; he ate grass like an ox for seven years. When he was ready to humble himself, he looked up towards heaven and his reasoning was restored to him by God Almighty. In a similar way, we read in Romans 1:16-32 how God turns men over to reprobate minds because they reject God and worship idols. Romans 1:18 begins an expanded definition of Proverbs 18:16-17 on the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which exposition will last until Romans 11:32. God's wrath is revealed to mankind by the fact that He gives depraved men over to their lustful passions ( Proverbs 1:24; Proverbs 1:26; Proverbs 1:28). We get a better understanding of this even by reading Daniel 4:1-37, which gives us the story of Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the cutting of the great tree and his subsequent seven years of madness for exalting himself and his eventual restoration. God turned him over to a reprobate mind, but restored him because he repented. In contrast, Romans 1:18-32 describes the progress of men abandoning God for idolatry, fornication and homosexuality as God turns them over to a reprobate mind. Since mankind refused to repent, God turns them over to deeper depravity. This human depravity becomes the testimony for other men of God's divine judgment and wrath against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. Within the context of Proverbs 18:12, the destruction that pride brings upon a man's life involves being turned over to a reprobate mind.

Illustration- In Acts 12:20-25 King Herod exalts himself as a god and is struck down by the Lord and dies.

Proverbs 18:12 — "and before honour is humility" - Word Study on "honour" - Strong says the Hebrew word "honour" "kabowd" ( כָּבֹוד) (H 3519) means, "weight, splendor, copiousness," and it comes from the primitive root "kabad" ( כָּבֵד) (3513) meaning, "to be heavy, to make weighty, numerous, rich, honorable." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 200 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "glory 156, honour 32, glorious 10, gloriously 1, honourable 1." 

Word Study on "humility" - Strong says the Hebrew word "humility" "anavah" ( עֲנָוָה) (H 6038) means, "condescension, modesty," and it from the word "`anav" ( עָנָו) (6035) meaning, "depressed, gentle, needy." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 5 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "humility 3, gentleness 1, meekness 1."

Comments- In contrast to pride being the fundamental vice for man's fall and depravity, it was the virtue of humility that brought man redemption. Jesus Christ humbled Himself by His incarnation and became obedient, even unto death on the Cross ( Philippians 2:8-9).

Philippians 2:8-9, "And being found in fashion as a Prayer of Manasseh , he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:"

Humility has great rewards and promises in the Bible. 

Matthew 5:5, "Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth."

Luke 1:52, "He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree."

James 4:6, "But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble."

1 Peter 5:5-6, "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:"

God is not against man being exalted, for it is his destiny in heaven to rule and reign with Christ throughout eternity.

Proverbs 18:12 — Spiritual Application - Proverbs 18:12 can be applied to the Christian believer by understanding it was pride that caused Adam to fall in the Garden and bring mankind into depravity. In contrast to pride being the fundamental vice for man's fall and depravity, it was the virtue of humility that brought man redemption. Jesus Christ humbled Himself by His incarnation and became obedient, even unto death on the Cross ( Philippians 2:8-9). In order for a person to be saved, he too must humble himself before the Cross of Christ as repent of his sins, acknowledging faith in the redemptive work of Calvary.

Philippians 2:8-9, "And being found in fashion as a Prayer of Manasseh , he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:"

Proverbs 18:14 The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?
Proverbs 18:14 — "The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity" - Illustration: 
1. Job experienced calamities, but his spirit sustained him. 

Job 1:20-22, "Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, And said, Naked came I out of my mother"s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly."

Job 2:9-10, "Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips."

Job was able to stand because he had hope in eternal life. He expresses this hope in Job 19:25-27 :

Job 19:25-27, "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me."

2. David endured suffering because he placed his hope in God.

Psalm 42:11, "Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God."

3. Jesus learned obedience by the things that he suffered. 

Hebrews 5:8, "Though he were a Song of Solomon , yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;"

An example is found in Jesus Mark 14:33-34. Jesus prayed in troubled time!

Mark 14:33-34, "And he taketh with him Peter and James and John , and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch."

Jesus endured by looking towards the joy and hope in heaven:

Hebrews 12:2, "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."

4. We can rejoice in tribulations because it produces patience, experience, and then hope. See Romans 5:3-5.

None of these circumstances and creatures can separate us from the love of Christ. We are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. See Romans 8:35-39.

The spirit of a man is strengthened through joy: 

Nehemiah 8:10, "Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 

It is the times of our weakness in infirmities that the power of God comes in our lives to strengthen us. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10, "And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ"s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong."

For the Christian, these divers temptations begin to produce in our lives a Christ-likeness. 

James 1:2-4, "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing."

We rejoice in faith that we will be in heaven one day.

1 Peter 1:6-9, "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls."

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 147:3, "He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds (or griefs)." 

Proverbs 17:22, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones."

2 Corinthians 1:10, "Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;"

Proverbs 18:14 — "but a wounded spirit who can bear?" - Comments- A wounded spirit is a "crushed spirit." For example, Job"s friends falsely accused him of sin, and the result was that Job chose death rather than life ( Job 7:15). 

Job 7:15, "so that my soul chooseth strangling, and death rather than any life".

A man can be swallowed up with over much sorrow unless he is comforted by others. This is why Paul told the Corinthians to receive the member that had been judged, lest he be overcome with sorrow ( 2 Corinthians 2:7).

2 Corinthians 2:7, "So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow."

Proverbs 18:14 — Comments - Note the following translations: 
NASB, "The spirit of a man can endure his sickness, But as for a broken spirit who can bear it?'

RSV, "A man's spirit will endure sickness; but a broken spirit who can bear?"

NIV - "A man"s spirit sustains him in sickness, but a crushed spirit who can bear?"

NLT, "The human spirit can endure a sick body, but who can bear a crushed spirit?"

Proverbs 18:16 A man"s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men.
Proverbs 18:16 — Word Study on "maketh room" - Strong says the Hebrew word "rachab" ( רָחַב) (H 7337) is a primitive root meaning, "to broaden." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 25 times in the Old Testament. being translated in the KJV as, "enlarge 18, wide 3, large 2, make room 2."

Proverbs 18:16 — Comments- The Lord spoke to me during a Sunday night service at Calvary Cathedral International on January 10, 1998 and said, "If you will seek my face, your gifts will make room for you." I was told to seek the Lord and do what He tells me to do. In doing Song of Solomon , I would find myself in the places where my gifts are being used, and thus be brought into the presence of great men.

Proverbs 18:16 — Comments- Andrew Wommack teaches that the word "gift" in Proverbs 18:16 refers to financial gifts, rather than spiritual gifts. 115] This type of giving reveals a right use of using money. It is not a bride, but rather a way to find favor. One good example of this is the queen of Sheba, who came to visit King Solomon with a large amount of gifts in order to enquire wisdom from him. It was probably her large gift that gave this busy man immediately access. In other words, her gifts put her at the front of the line. She was also able to spend personal time with him and with his ministers. It is the concept of the early missionaries coming into Africa and giving gifts unto the local kings for permission to evangelize their kingdoms.

115] Andrew Wommack, Gospel Truth (Colorado Springs, Colorado: Andrew Wommack Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Proverbs 18:17 He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him. 
Proverbs 18:17 — Comments- It is said that there are two sides to every story. The first person to come and plead his case seems right, but the one coming next brings the first person's words into question by his testimony.

Proverbs 18:18 The lot causeth contentions to cease, and parteth between the mighty. 
Proverbs 18:19 A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle. 
Proverbs 18:19 — Scripture References- Note: 

Matthew 18:6, "But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea." 

Proverbs 18:20 A man"s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled. 
Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. 
Proverbs 18:21 — Comments- Creflo Dollar says, "Your mouth is the architect of your life". 116] 

116] Creflo Dollar, Changing Your World (College Park, Georgia: Creflo Dollar Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Scripture References- Note similar verses on the power of the tongue:

Proverbs 12:14, "A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a man"s hands shall be rendered unto him."

Proverbs 12:19, "The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment."

Matthew 12:36-37, "But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned."

Romans 10:10, "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."

James 3:6, "And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell."

Proverbs 18:22 Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD. 
Proverbs 18:23 The poor useth intreaties; but the rich answereth roughly. 
Proverbs 18:23 — Comments- In Proverbs 18:23, the poor man shows humility and the rich man show pride. Many times, while talking with street people, they talk with respect and gratitude when you help them, but a rich man many times speaks harsh because he is not in a desperate situation, and does not need others.

In Paul"s later years as a minister, he used entreaties when he could have spoken roughly with authority. This was because of the humility of Paul"s spirit as an elderly man. See Philemon 1:8-9.

Philemon 1:8-9, "Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient, Yet for love"s sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

Proverbs 18:24 A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.
Proverbs 18:24 — "A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly" - Comments- Proverbs 18:24 is a good example of the principle of sowing and reaping.

Illustration- In the summer of 1981, I had served as youth minister at Hiland Park Baptist Church. During that summer, I had met a poor family of three children and had befriended them. They went to church with me during that summer. I returned to visit them a few years later. The children had grown slightly, and remembered me. However, when I invited them to church again, they seemed disinterested. I was praying to the Lord while leaving their home, asking Him why they refused my invitation, since they were so eager to come a few years earlier. The Lord answered my prayer, by quickening to me this verse. It clearly answered my question.

Proverbs 18:24 — "and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 17:17, "A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity."

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-29 

Proverbs 19:5 A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall not escape.
Proverbs 19:5 — Illustration- In Acts 5:1-11, especially Proverbs 19:4, Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit and faced swift punishment.

Acts 5:4, "Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God."

Proverbs 19:7 — Comments- Proverbs 19:7 is the only tristitch within this collection of distitch proverbs in Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16. Some scholars suggest that this is a textual scribal error. 

Proverbs 19:9 A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall perish. 
Proverbs 19:9 — Illustration- In Acts 5:1-11, especially Proverbs 19:4, Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit and faced swift punishment.

Acts 5:4, "Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God."

Proverbs 19:10 Delight is not seemly for a fool; much less for a servant to have rule over princes. 
Proverbs 19:11 The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression. 
Proverbs 19:11 — Word Study on "discretion" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) means, "understanding, intelligence, prudence." Strong says it means, "intelligence, success." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understanding 7, Wisdom of Solomon 3, wise 1, prudence 1, knowledge 1, sense 1, discretion 1, policy 1."

Strong says ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) comes from the primitive root ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which means, "to be circumspect, and hence, intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 63times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 12, wise 12, prosper 8, wisely 6, understanding 5, consider 4, instruct 3, prudent 2, skill 2, teach 2, misc 7."

Comments- The Hebrew noun ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) is a key word woven throughout in the book of Proverbs being used six times:

Proverbs 3:4, "So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

Proverbs 12:8, "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised."

Proverbs 13:15, "Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard."

Proverbs 16:22, "Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly."

Proverbs 19:11, "The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression."

Proverbs 23:9, "Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words."

This word refers to the ability of a man to think straight in contrast to the person who has a twisted mind.

Proverbs 19:12 The king"s wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the grass.
Proverbs 19:12 — "The king"s wrath is as the roaring of a lion" - Comments- In nature, there is probably no greater terror than the sudden attack of an ambushing lion's roar. This represents God judgment.

Proverbs 19:12 — "but his favour is as dew upon the grass" - Comments- Dew represents the blessings and favor of God. See other passages with this description of dew.

Genesis 27:28, "Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine:"

Deuteronomy 33:28, "Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also his heavens shall drop down dew."

Psalm 133:3, "As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore."

Hosea 14:5, "I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon."

Micah 5:7, "And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for Prayer of Manasseh , nor waiteth for the sons of men."

This is the concept that Ezekiel is referring to in Ezekiel 34:26 : 

Ezekiel 34:26, "And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing."

Proverbs 19:12 — Comments- God's wrath brings curses and judgment worse that the mind can comprehend but to be under God's blessings is greater than the mind can be believe.

Illustration- Once at seminary one Sunday afternoon, I was lying on my bed, and such an over whelming depth of how great God's blessings are filled my soul. I saw that to be under God's blessings and favour has a depth of wonderfulness that we have never yet seen nor understand. I also felt the horrors of being under the curse and judgment of eternal damnation ( Romans 11:33).

Romans 11:33, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!"

Proverbs 19:13 A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping. 
Proverbs 19:14 House and riches are the inheritance of fathers: and a prudent wife is from the LORD. 
Proverbs 19:14 — "and a prudent wife is from the LORD" - Comments- If anyone had experienced the problems that come with choosing a wife outside of God"s will, it was Solomon. He had been led into idolatry because of this one issue. It is not easy to find a virtuous wife ( Proverbs 31:10). 

Proverbs 31:10, "Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 18:22, "Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD."

Proverbs 19:18 Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying. 
Proverbs 19:18 — Comments- We can see within Proverbs 19:18 the necessity of discipline while a child is still young. We must take a child to the point of pain until a godly fear and reverence is instilled within his tender heart. This cannot be done without inflicting some degree of pain. I have found from raising several children that each child responds differently to discipline. Some require more punishment to reach that point of instilling fear, while other children can be overwhelmed in tears with strong words. Each child is different in his need of punishment, but all children must have reverential fear instilled within them at an early age; for then they are older, the heart is less tender and the job becomes more difficult. Those who have reached adulthood without the fear of parents and a fear of God instilled within their hearts will find themselves having problems all of their lives, being rebellious and having no fear and respect for the authorities that have been placed over them. 

Illustration - My two brothers and I, who were close to the same age, received a lot of spakings from our mother when we were young. However, I distinctly remember the day I received a spanking and it did not hurt. I realized that I could endure the pain. This was a time when a mother has to change measures of discipline using godly wisdom. 

Proverbs 19:19 A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment: for if thou deliver him, yet thou must do it again. 
Proverbs 19:20 Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in thy latter end.
Proverbs 19:21 There are many devices in a man"s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand.
Proverbs 19:21 — Comments- Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"I direct every motion of thy life, as the ocean bears a ship. Your will and intelligence may be at the helm, but divine providence and sovereignty are stronger forces. Ye can trust Me, knowing that any pressure I bring to bear upon thy life is initiated by My love, and I will not do even this except as ye are willing and desire." 117] 

117] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 18.

Illustration- In Matthew 26:5 the Jewish leaders were determined to control the outcome of the death of the Son of God. The Jewish people had just honored Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem by crying "Hosanna to the Son of David…" ( Matthew 21:8-9) The crowds were willing to accept Him as their new king. Although the Jewish leaders wanted to kill Jesus quietly without the notice of the people, they had not yet factored in the betrayal of Judas Iscariot, which Matthew adds to the plot in Proverbs 26:14-16. When Judas presented himself to the Jewish leaders, they were subject to the time of this betrayal, which took place during the festive days in Jerusalem. It was necessary that prophecy by fulfilled and that the Passover Lamb of God be sacrificed on the Day of Atonement. While the Jewish leaders believed they were organizing this most wicked scheme of all humanity, God was taking control of its outcome for redemptive reasons according to Proverbs 16:9, "A man"s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps," and Proverbs 19:21, "There are many devices in a man"s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand."

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 33:10-11, "The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations."

Proverbs 16:9, "A man"s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps."

Proverbs 19:24 A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.
Proverbs 19:24 — Word Study on "bosom" - Strong says the Hebrew word "bosom" ( צַלַּחַת) (H 6747) means, "something advanced, deep, i.e. a bowl," hence the ASV reads, "dish."

ASV, "The sluggard burieth his hand in the dish, And will not so much as bring it to his mouth again."

Comments- The slothful man is too lazy to bring his fork back up to his mouth. In other words, he is too lazy to take care of his basic needs, such as food, clothing and shelter. Also, this proverb means that a slothful man begins many tasks in life, but never finishes them. 

Proverbs 19:25 Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware: and reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge. 
Proverbs 19:25 — "and reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge" - Illustration- One illustration of Proverbs 19:25 b is when Paul reproved Peter for separating himself from the Gentiles ( Galatians 2:11-14). Paul"s reproof led Peter to open his heart to the Gentiles.

Galatians 2:11-14, "But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James , he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?"

Proverbs 19:27 Cease, my Song of Solomon , to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.
Proverbs 19:27 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Romans 16:17, "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them."

1 Timothy 6:3-7, "If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out." 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-30 

Proverbs 20:1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.
Proverbs 20:1 — Comments- Alcohol makes a person either act foolish or angry, one of two ways. Note a similar description of these two people in another version. 

BBE, "Wine makes men foolish, and strong drink makes men come to blows; and whoever comes into error through these is not wise."

Proverbs 20:4 The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing.
Proverbs 20:4 — Comments- The sluggard will not work when circumstances do not favour him, if the weather or health or money or time are not in his favour. But when others are reaping from hard work, he begs for some of their rewards. This is the principle of sowing and reaping life. 

Illustration- In grammar school, the class would order books from a book club periodically. It was an exciting moment for the teacher to bring in the newly arrived books and hand them out to those who bought them. I was always disappointed when no books came for me, even though I knew I had not purchased any (sowing). Song of Solomon , no sowing, no reaping.

Proverbs 20:6 Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?
Proverbs 20:6 — "Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness:" - Comments- People are constantly promising someone that they will stick to a task, a job of employment, repaying borrowed money, etc. But one who actually does this in rare.

Proverbs 20:6 — "but a faithful man who can find?" - Illustrations- There are a number of illustrations of unfaithfulness in the Scriptures:

Matthew 26:25, "Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said."

Acts 13:13, "Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem."

2 Timothy 4:10, "For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

— Proverbs 28:20, "A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent."

Proverbs 20:8 A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes.
Proverbs 20:8 — Comments- The eyes of a king"s heart gives him clear judgment so that he can scatter evil.

Proverbs 20:9 Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin? 
Proverbs 20:9 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Romans 3:9, "What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;"

Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;"

1 John 1:8, "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us."

Proverbs 20:10 Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD. 
Proverbs 20:11 Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right. 
Proverbs 20:11 — Illustration- Jesus, at the age of twelve, was in the Temple. 

Luke 2:49, "And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father"s business?"

Proverbs 20:12 The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them. 
Proverbs 20:13 Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread.
Proverbs 20:14 It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer: but when he is gone his way, then he boasteth.
Proverbs 20:14 — Word Study on "it is naught" - Holladay says the Hebrew word "it is naught" ( רַע) (H 7451) means, "of bad quantity, inferior, of no value, bad." 

Proverbs 20:14 — Comments- Many times people will tell how they talked a salesperson into giving them a lower price on merchandise. They complain to the salesman that the merchandise is poor, but when they come to you, they boast of how good a deal it really was.

Proverbs 20:15 There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel. 
Proverbs 20:16 Take his garment that is surety for a stranger: and take a pledge of him for a strange woman. 
Proverbs 20:16 — Comments- Proverbs 20:16 is repeated in the Second Collection of Solomon"s Proverbs , copied out by Hezekiah ( Proverbs 27:13).

Proverbs 27:13, "Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman."

Proverbs 20:16 — Illustration- In Africa, it is common for someone who is poor to ask for money. They generally make promises to pay back the loan without any real hope or ability to fulfill the promise. I made several loans, but never saw a payback. I did not really expect the money back and forgave the debt, lest I develop an unforgiving feeling towards that person. I then tried to the principle in this verse. I asked the person to give me a pledge for a loan. I found that the sincere person would give the pledge, and payback would come, and I remained friends with the person.

Therefore, taking a pledge not only ensures a payback, but it saves a friendship, which is otherwise so easily spoiled by a loan.

Proverbs 20:17 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel. 
Proverbs 20:17 — Comments- The strange woman lures her victims into sin by saying, "Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant." ( Proverbs 9:17) However, the voice of wisdom reminds us that sin brings pleasure to the fleshly makeup of Prayer of Manasseh , but only for a season until divine judgment comes. The author of Hebrews calls it "the pleasures of sin," which is but for a season.

Proverbs 9:17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant."

Hebrews 11:25, "Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;"

Proverbs 20:18 Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good advice make war. 
Proverbs 20:19 He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips. 
Proverbs 20:19 — Word Study on "him that flattereth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "entice" ( פָּתָה) (H 6601) means, "to spread out, to open, to be roomy." Strong says this primitive root word literally means, "to open, to be roomy." In a mental or moral sense, it is used figuratively to mean, "to be made simple or to delude." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "entice 10, deceive 8, persuade 4, flatter 2, allure 1, enlarge 1, silly one 1, silly 1." From this same primitive root comes the much-used word "simple" ( פֶּתִי) (H 6612), which is found 15 times in the book of Proverbs of its 19 Old Testament uses.

Proverbs 20:20 Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness. 
Proverbs 20:21 An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the end thereof shall not be blessed. 
Proverbs 20:21 — Comments- The story of the Prodigal Son is an excellent example of this word of wisdom. This young man wasted his father"s inheritance and found himself eating with the pigs. His father gave him money that he did not earn nor appreciate. (See Luke 15:11-32).

Proverbs 20:27 The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly.
Proverbs 20:27 — Comments- Kenneth Hagin uses Proverbs 20:27 to explain that it is through man"s spirit that God communicates with him, and not through his flesh and mind. God speaks to our inner Prayer of Manasseh , or spirit, when He wants to enlighten us to something. 118]

118] Kenneth Hagin, How You Can Be Led By the Spirit of God (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1986, 1997), 1-2.

Proverbs 20:28 Mercy and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by mercy. 
Proverbs 20:29 The glory of young men is their strength: and the beauty of old men is the gray head.
Proverbs 20:29 — Comments - If we understand the word "glory" to mean "boasting," then we may interpret Proverbs 20:29 to mean that young men like to talk about how strong they are and grow muscles, and old men like to tell you how old they are and what all they have done in their many years of living. If the word "glory" means "praise from others," then we may interpret this proverb to mean that young men are praised for their strength, while old men are recognized for their wisdom.

Illustration- Note that Paul, the apostle, gloried in the strength of his apostleship as a young missionary (See 2 Corinthians 11:5 and Galatians 1-2). However, in his later epistles, he gloried in his old age.

2 Corinthians 11:5, "For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles."

Philemon 1:9, "Yet for love"s sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ."

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-31 

Proverbs 21:1 The king"s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. 
Proverbs 21:1 — Comments- Proverbs 21:1 tells us that God divinely intervenes in the affairs of mankind through its leadership in order to accomplish His plan of redemption for mankind. 

Illustrations - One of the great lessons I learned in the mission field is how God anoints leadership positions in our ministry. I have often spoken with my immediate supervisor on international calls and perceived his wisdom and discernment in situations. He often asked questions that needed to be asked without me bringing up issues. I began to learn that God was inspiring him as a business manager by directing his heart.

Illustrations:
Exodus 3:19, "And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand."

Exodus 4:21, "And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go."

Joshua 11:20, "For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that he might destroy them utterly, and that they might have no favour, but that he might destroy them, as the LORD commanded Moses."

1 Kings 12:23-24, "Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Song of Solomon , king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel: return every man to his house; for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to the word of the LORD, and returned to depart, according to the word of the LORD."

2 Chronicles 36:22, "Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,"

Nehemiah 1:11, "O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king"s cupbearer."

Nehemiah 2:4, "Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven."

Psalm 105:25, "He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants."

Psalm 106:46, "He made them also to be pitied of all those that carried them captives."

Isaiah 10:5-6, "O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets."

Jeremiah 50:9, "For, lo, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north country: and they shall set themselves in array against her; from thence she shall be taken: their arrows shall be as of a mighty expert man; none shall return in vain."

Jeremiah 50:41, "Behold, a people shall come from the north, and a great nation, and many kings shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth."

Ezekiel 7:27, "The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with desolation, and the hands of the people of the land shall be troubled: I will do unto them after their way, and according to their deserts will I judge them; and they shall know that I am the LORD."

Proverbs 21:2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts. 
Proverbs 21:2 — Comments- A man tends to justify his behavior, but the Lord looks at the motive. Jesus was more concerned about how people gave to the temple treasury than how much they gave ( Luke 21:1-4).

Luke 21:1-4, "And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury. And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had."

Proverbs 21:9 It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house. 
Proverbs 21:9 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 19:13, "A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping."

Proverbs 21:19, "It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman."

Proverbs 25:24, "It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman and in a wide house."

Proverbs 27:15, "A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike."

Proverbs 21:18 The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright.
Proverbs 21:18 — Comments- The Geneva Bible translation notes read, "God will cause that to fall on their own heads, which they intended against the just by delivering the just, and putting the wicked in their places." 119] Note other translations:

119] The Bible, That Isaiah , the Holy Scriptures Containing the Old and New Testament, Translated According to the Hebrew and Greek, and Conferred With the Best Translations in Divers Languages (London: Robert Barker, 1615), notes on Proverbs 21:18.

Geneva Bible, "The wicked [shall be] a ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright."

BBE, "The evil-doer will be given as a price for the life of the good Prayer of Manasseh , and the worker of deceit in the place of the upright." 

Illustration- A good example of Proverbs 21:18 is found in the book of Esther , when Haman tried to hang Mordecai, but was himself hanged on the very gallows that himself had built. 

God used the nation of Egypt as a ransom for the souls of His children, the nation of Israel. God brought judgment upon the people of Egypt in order to redeem His children from bondage.

Isaiah 43:3, "For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life."

In Acts 12, Peter is delivered from prison and the guards face death in his stead.

Proverbs 21:19 It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman.
Proverbs 21:19 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 21:9, "It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house."

Proverbs 21:27 The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?
Proverbs 21:27 — Illustrations- Three examples are:

1. Note Cain in Genesis 4.

2. Note Ananias with Sapphira in Acts 5.

3. The children of Israel in Isaiah 1:10-20.

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 15:8, "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight."

Proverbs 21:31 The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD.
Proverbs 21:31 — Comments- In the history of Israel, the victories were never won on the battlefield, but in the prayer room. The battles may have been fought in the valleys, but the victories were won on the mountaintop. Joshua defeated the Amalekites in the valley while Moses held up the rod on the mountain (see Exodus 17:8-16). 

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 20:7, "Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God."

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-16 

Proverbs 22:1 A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold. 
Proverbs 22:1 — Comments- A person's name represents his character. When a person's name is mentioned in our ears, we immediately think of that person's character and we decide if this is a good person or a bad person at the mention of his name.

Proverbs 22:2 The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of them all. 
Proverbs 22:3 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.
Proverbs 22:3 — Comments- A prudent man is one who has taken the time to learn how to hear and obey the voice of wisdom. Therefore, he hears the voice of the Holy Spirit warning him about the evil ahead. Now the simple person is not necessary an evil person, but he is someone who has been too lazy to learn the Word of God and how to discern the voice of wisdom. 

Proverbs 22:3 — Scripture references- Note the same verse in Proverbs 27:12.

Proverbs 27:12, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished."

Proverbs 22:4 By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life.
Proverbs 22:4 — Comments- Note another translation:

NASB, "the reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honor and life."

Illustration- I had just returned from a Wednesday night church service when my boss began to tell me why I was getting the better jobs to do around the apartments than the other workers. I had been a good employee and had been receiving much honor and respect from my employer, and she was explaining this to me. This verse helps me to see that humbling myself before the Lord has its rewards. God will, in turn, reward me in three areas of my life, financially (riches), socially, (honor), and physically (life).

Proverbs 22:5 Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them. 
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6 — "Train up a child in the way he should go" - Word Study on "Train up" - Strong says the Hebrew word "train up" ( חָנַךְ) (H 2596) is a primitive root that means, "to narrow," and figuratively, "to initiate, to discipline." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used five times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "dedicate 4, train up 1." Note the other uses of this Hebrew verb in the Old Testament. 

Deuteronomy 20:5, "And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What man is there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated it? let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it."

1 Kings 8:63, "And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered unto the LORD, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD."

2 Chronicles 7:5, "And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep: so the king and all the people dedicated the house of God."

Comments- This word is often used of consecrating or dedicating something to the Lord. This verse carries the sense that we are to dedicate our children to the Lord by initiating there education and training in the fear of the Lord.

Word Study on "the way" - Strong says the Hebrew word "the way" ( דֶּרֶךְ) (H 1870) means, "a road (as trodden)," and figuratively, "a course of life, or mode of action," and it comes from the primitive root ( דָּרַךְ) (H 1869), which means "to tread," and thus "to walk." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 705 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "way 590, toward 31, journey 23, manner 8, misc 53." 

Comments- It refers to a literal path, or figuratively to a course of life.

Word Study on "he should go" - Strong says the Hebrew word "he should go" ( פֶּה) (H 6310) literally means, "the mouth (as the means of blowing)," and it comes from a primitive root ( פָּאָה) (H 6284), which means, "to puff, or to blow away." This word can also be used adverbially (with a preposition) and can be translated "according to." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 498 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "mouth 340, commandment 37, edge 35, according 22, word 15, hole 6, end 3, appointment 2, portion 2, tenor 2, sentence 2, misc 32."

Comments- This phrase literally means, "Train up a child in accordance to the way." It tells us to train up our children in the path of righteousness. Adam Clarke says that this phrase literally reads, "Initiate the child at the opening (the mouth) of his path."

The phrase "his path" implies that each child has a unique path to follow. It means that a parent should train up a child in the individual gifts and callings that God has given to a child. This is why God often reveals to parents what a child's gifts and callings are. 

For example, God revealed to David that his son Solomon would be gifted as the next king of Israel. God also revealed to Joseph and Mary and to Zacharias and Elisabeth that their children had special callings. In fact, the Scriptures give us examples of parents, such as Hannah, who determined the calling of a child through a vow.

These callings are often revealed by the names or surnames that a person is given by God or by his parents.

Proverbs 22:6 — Comments- Proverbs 22:6 does not say that when the wayward child departs, he will always come back. It says that he will not depart to begin with when he is grown up. He will walk in the way that he was taught and walked in when he was young.

Although a child is born in the image of his father and mother, there lies a potential for his heart to also be shaped in the image of his parents.

There is a dream, a desire, an unwavering determination that a parent can instill into the life of a child, so that when this child is grown, he will set his face to become like his father. He will have an image of his father or mother burned into his heart and mind that will forever determine his attitudes. 

Some children do not see their parents as great examples. Training up a child involved being an example that inspires a child to be everything that his father or mother has been. Godly training creates a person with a vision and a goal and a determination to reach those goals. 

A good illustration of this verse is found in Titus 1:6.

Titus 1:6, "If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly."

Three Phases of Parenting- Kenneth Copeland teaches that there are three phases to parenting as a parent develops lifetime relations with a child.

1. Develop a relationship of father and mother with the child.

The parents give birth to the child in the flesh. They are to feed and raise the child to nourish his spirit, soul and body. They are to train up the child in the fear of the Lord.

Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it."

2. Develop a relationship as a brother and sister.

When this child turns into a mature young man and woman, do not continue to treat them as your child. You are now their brother and sister in the Lord. Treat them as such. Stop showing magnifying their faults. If you see them in need of correction, you no longer discipline them, but now you pray for them as you would a fellow believer (See 1 John 5:16).

1 John 5:16, "If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it."

We were born of God as new believers in Christ. But we are then raised up as joint heirs with Jesus Christ and He is not ashamed to call us brethren ( Hebrews 2:11).

Hebrews 2:11, "For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,"

3. The children take care of the elderly parents.

In the later years, if these first steps are followed, then the third phase will be followed by the children. The children will take care of their parents. 120]

120] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

1 Timothy 5:4, "But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God."

Proverbs 22:6 — Comments- The Lord spoke to me December 2001and said, "Truth begins at home."

Proverbs 22:6 — Illustrations:
Genesis 18:19, "For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him."

Deuteronomy 4:9, "Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons" sons;"

Deuteronomy 6:7, "And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up."

Psalm 78:1-8
Ephesians 6:4, "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."

2 Timothy 3:15, "And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."

Proverbs 22:7 The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.
Proverbs 22:7 — "The rich ruleth over the poor" - Comments- In any country you can think of, the rulers are richer than those who are ruled over, the poor.

Proverbs 22:7 — "and the borrower is servant to the lender" - Comments- The one borrowing does so because he is poor, or in lack. The one lending is able to do so because he is rich, or has enough and more to meet his needs.

Proverbs 22:8 He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail. 
Proverbs 22:9 He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor. 
Proverbs 22:10 Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall cease. 
Proverbs 22:10 — Comments- I have seen God remove the scorner out of a ministry through sickness and death in order to cause strife and reproach to cease. Proverbs 22:10 not only applies to the lost person, but to those Christian who are working together in the ministry. We must be careful how we treat our fellow laborers in Christ.

The story of Abraham casting out Ishmael is a perfect example of Proverbs 22:10. Hagar"s son was mocking, or scorning Isaac. The only way to deal with this was to cast out the scorner.

Genesis 21:9-10, "And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my Song of Solomon , even with Isaac."

Proverbs 22:11 He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend.
Proverbs 22:11 — Comments- Proverbs 22:1 refers to the heart and the lips. Jesus teaches that from the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks ( Luke 6:45). 

Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh."

Proverbs 22:12 The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the transgressor. 
Proverbs 22:13 The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets.
Proverbs 22:13 — Comments- The slothful man is always making excuses as to why he cannot work.

Proverbs 22:14 The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein. 
Proverbs 22:14 — Comments- Her mouth is one of flattery and deception. It is a trap that has captured many men. 

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.
Proverbs 22:15 — Comments- The word "rod" is used figuratively in Proverbs 22:15 of an instrument or means of discipline or judgment. This rod of discipline could be verbal rebuke, a spanking, or a slap on the hand. In other words, a rod refers to all forms of discipline necessary to bring about correction in the child. In the case of David and his sin with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, God used the prophet Nathan to pronounce judgment upon his lineage of children. This was the necessary remedy to drive such foolishness that had become bound in the heart of King David.

Proverbs 22:16 He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want. 


Verses 17-21 

Prologue to the Thirty Sayings of the Wise (Ode or Decastitch) - I see in Proverbs 22:17-21 ten lines joined to make a single proverbial thought. Therefore, this ode could also be called a decastitch. These verses serve as a prologue, or introduction, to a collection of thirty wise sayings.

This passage reveals a series of progressive events that show how to apply God's Word to our lives. We first humble our hearts and pay close attention to His Word using our ears ( Proverbs 22:17 a). We then make the effort to understand its meaning by mediated upon these words ( Proverbs 22:17 b). Meditation causes us to retain these words within our hearts as we understand them and embrace them ( Proverbs 22:18 a). Then our normal response is to speak out of our lips what is in our hearts ( Proverbs 22:18 b). Such involvement with God's Word causes a trust to be developed in each area of our lives where we apply the Word ( Proverbs 22:19 a). 

Proverbs 22:17 Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge. 
Proverbs 22:17 — Comments- Regarding the phrase, "of the wise," the noun is plural, thus reading "of the wise (ones)."

Proverbs 22:18 For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips. 
Proverbs 22:18 — Comments- Whatever we hide within our heart will soon make its way to our lips. This is how God created us.

Proverbs 22:19 That thy trust may be in the LORD, I have made known to thee this day, even to thee. 
Proverbs 22:20 Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge, 
Proverbs 22:20 — Word Study on "excellent things" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "excellent things" ( שָׁלִישׁ) (H 7991) carries three meanings: (1) "a third, a measure of corn, probably the third part of an ephah." He says it is "used generally of a measure," ( Psalm 80:6), which means, "abundantly," thus, the KJV translation, "measure, great measure," (2) "a triangle, an instrument of music," ( 1 Samuel 18:6) thus, the KJV translation, "instrument of musick," (3) "a third Prayer of Manasseh , a noble rank of soldiers who fought from chariots," thus the KJV translation, "captain, lord, prince." Roland E. Murphy says this meaning is used metaphorically to mean, "excellent things," thus, the KJV translation, "excellent thing." 124] Strong says it literally means, "a triple," and is derived the Hebrew word ( שָׁלוֹשׁ) (H 7969), which means, "three." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used twenty times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "captain 11, lord 4, instrument of musick 1, great measure 1, excellent thing 1, measure 1, prince 1." 

124] Roland E. Murphy, Proverbs, in Word Biblical Commentary, vol 22 (Dallas: Word, Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 168.

The LXX uses the Greek word τρισσῶς (literally "three times) 125] which is figuratively translated into English as "repeatedly."

125] Roland E. Murphy, Proverbs, in Word Biblical Commentary, vol 22 (Dallas: Word, Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 168; see also Henry G. Liddell and Robert Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon Based on the German Work of Francis Passow (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1846), comments on " τρισσῶ ς."

AB, "And record them repeatedly for yourself on the table of your heart, for counsel and knowledge."

Brenton, "And do thou too repeatedly record them for thyself on the table of thine heart, for counsel and knowledge."

Some English literal translations read, "three, third."

DRC, "Behold I have described it to thee three manner of ways, in thoughts and knowledge:"

LITV, "Have I not written to you the third time with counsels and knowledge,"

YLT, "Have I not written to thee three times With counsels and knowledge?"

The most widely accepted translation reads, "thirty."

BBE, "Have I not put in writing for you thirty sayings, with wise suggestions and knowledge,"

ESV, "Have I not written for you thirty sayings of counsel and knowledge,"

GNB, "I have written down thirty sayings for you. They contain knowledge and good advice,"

HNV, "Haven"t I written to you thirty excellent things Of counsel and knowledge,"

NIV, "Have I not written thirty sayings for you, sayings of counsel and knowledge,"

NAB, "Have I not written for you the "Thirty," with counsels and knowledge,"

NASB, "Have I not written to you excellent things Of counsels and knowledge,"

NCV, "I have written thirty sayings for you, which give knowledge and good advice."

NET, "Have I not written thirty sayings for you, sayings of counsel and knowledge,"

NLT, "I have written thirty sayings for you, which give knowledge and good advice."

NRSV, "Have I not written for you thirty sayings of admonition and knowledge,"

Some English translations carry the meaning, "excellent."

ACV, "Have I not written to thee excellent things of counsels and knowledge,"

AmpBible, "Have I not written to you [long ago] excellent things in counsels and knowledge."

ASV, "Have not I written unto thee excellent things Of counsels and knowledge,"

Darby, "Have not I written to thee excellent things, in counsels and knowledge,"

JPS, "Have not I written unto thee excellent things of counsels and knowledge;"

KJV, "Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge,"

Rotherham, "Have I not written for thee noble things, with counsels and knowledge:"

WEB, "Haven"t I written to you excellent things Of counsel and knowledge,"

Webster Bible, "Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge,"

This word can also be translated, "formerly, previously."

God'sWord, "Didn"t I write to you previously with advice and knowledge"

Proverbs 22:21 That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that send unto thee? 
Proverbs 22:21 — Comments- We see in Proverbs 22:21 a possible reference to the fact that Solomon sent a delegation of men to seek out wise men of other nations. The YLT reads, "To cause thee to know the certainty of sayings of truth, To return sayings of truth to those sending thee." It implies that Solomon sent a delegate to a faraway city in his search for wisdom; for we read in Ecclesiastes 12:9 that Solomon "sought out" proverbs. 

Ecclesiastes 12:9, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs."

The wise men of this place compiled thirty of their most important proverbs and sent them back to King Solomon with a cover letter using the words found in Proverbs 22:17-21, which also serves as a prologue to these sayings. They gave this delegate a collection of sayings of truth for those who sent him. It appears that King Solomon honored these proverbs by keeping them with his other collection of proverbs. This is how they were placed within the Proverbs of Solomon.

This, however, does not take away from the inspiration of the Scriptures, because divine wisdom is universal, being found in many other people besides the Israelites. Job is an example of this. 

Regarding its application to our spiritual journey, we see how God will pick a point in time when He finds us faithful to entrust to us a greater calling. In Proverbs 22:21 we see how Solomon chose one or more of his faithful servants and sent them to gather divine wisdom outside of his kingdom. It is a time when God calls us and anoints us for a particular task. For example, Paul was called to the nations in Acts 9:15 when Ananias prophesied that, "he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel." But it was many years later when Paul was sent out with Barnabas and anointed in the office of an apostle to the Gentiles in Acts 13:1-4. If we will be faithful and continue in what God has given to us, we, too, will find a greater calling and anointing to serve. This is a place of maturity that God is trying to get each of us to obtain.



Verses 17-34 

Divine Service: The Words of the Wise (Two Collections) - In Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34 we have a collection of sayings that is often called "The Words of the Wise." Scholars give it this title because there are indications from Proverbs 22:21 that King Solomon sent young men to seek out the wisdom of Egypt and of the East. There are two collections of sayings in this section. The first collection is made up of thirty sayings ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22) and the second collection is short, consisting of only four sayings ( Proverbs 24:23-34). We know that Solomon identified two sources of wisdom outside of Israel, which were the East and Egypt; for we read in 1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt." We know that the first collection of sayings has similarities with ancient Egyptian wisdom. Thus, it most likely originated from Egypt. We can then suggest that the second, but shorter, collection of sayings ( Proverbs 24:23-34) either came from Egypt as miscellaneous Wisdom of Solomon , or it may have been that wisdom which Solomon collected from the East.

We see in one verse in this section ( Proverbs 22:21) that serves as a possible reference to the fact that Solomon sent a delegation of men to seek out wise men of other nations. The YLT reads, "To cause thee to know the certainty of sayings of truth, To return sayings of truth to those sending thee." ( Proverbs 22:21) It implies that Solomon sent a delegate to a faraway city in his search for wisdom; for we read in Ecclesiastes 12:9 that Solomon "sought out" proverbs. 

Ecclesiastes 12:9, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs."

In other words, some of the young men that were trained in his court were selected, or called out, to go to other nations and seek divine wisdom. These would have been men who had learned Solomon's proverbs well and applied them to their lives. In addition, these men may have carried a collection of Solomon's proverbs as a gift to these wise men of Egypt and the East.

The wise men of this place may have compiled thirty of their most important proverbs and sent them back to King Solomon with a cover letter using the words found in Proverbs 22:17-21, which also serves as a prologue to these sayings. They gave Solomon's delegate a collection of sayings of truth for those who sent him. It appears that King Solomon honored these proverbs by keeping them with his other collection of proverbs. This is how they were placed within the Proverbs of Solomon. However, we must assume that King Solomon would not have sought something from lesser kings without offering to them a greater gift, perhaps his collection of divine sayings. Thus, those who were sent out probably took the message of the God of Israel with them to evangelize the civilized world as a part of their calling.

Regarding its application to our spiritual journey, we see how God will pick a point in time when He finds us faithful to entrust to us a greater calling. In Proverbs 22:21 we see how Solomon chose one or more of his faithful servants and sent them to gather divine wisdom outside of his kingdom. It is a time when God calls us and anoints us for a particular task. For example, Paul was called to the nations in Acts 9:15 when Ananias prophesied that, "he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel." But it was many years later when Paul was sent out with Barnabas and anointed in the office of an apostle to the Gentiles in Acts 13:1-4. If we will be faithful and continue in what God has given to us, we, too, will find a greater calling and anointing to serve. This is a place of maturity that God is trying to get each of us to obtain.

The number "thirty" symbolized manhood and maturity in ancient times. Thus, these thirty sayings of the wise may serve to symbolize a Christian's spiritual maturity; for it is only those mature in Christ who are appointed to Christian service; Song of Solomon , the thirty sayings contained within this passage of Scripture may represent our journey towards maturity. In other words, when we adopt these thirty sayings to our life, we will have developed a mature behaviour and be ready for our assignment and calling in Christian service. 

This section of proverbs is characteristics by having lengthy sayings of two or more verses, which build upon a theme. The training becomes more intensive as we apply ourselves to learning the ways of wisdom. Therefore, we must apply more contemplation in order to understand these truths. However, as in our secular education, our past learning will serve as a foundation to understanding the more difficult issues of life. These sayings can be divided into two groups.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. First Collection (Thirty Sayings of the Wise) — Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22
2. Second Collection (Four Sayings) — Proverbs 24:23-34
Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22 — The Words of the Wise: First Collection (Thirty Sayings) - Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22 begins a new section of collections, often called The Words of the Wise. It is possible that these sayings were collected by Solomon from outside his kingdom. We know that Solomon identified two sources of wisdom outside of Israel, which were the East and Egypt; for we read in 1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

We know that the first collection of sayings has similarities with ancient Egyptian wisdom. Thus, it most likely originated from Egypt. We can then suggest that the second, but shorter, collection of sayings ( Proverbs 24:23-34) either came from Egypt as miscellaneous Wisdom of Solomon , or it may have been that wisdom which Solomon collected from the East.

This first collection of "Sayings of the Wise" is characterized by individual truths that come in groups of two or more verses. The training becomes more intensive as we apply ourselves to learning the ways of wisdom. Therefore, we must apply more contemplation in order to understand these truths. As in our secular education, our past learning will serve as a foundation to understanding the more difficult issues of life.

The signposts found in the sayings of the wise ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34) and in Solomon's second collection (25-29) tell us to continue in the fear of the Lord, to honor those in authority over us, and this will bring happiness into our lives as we continue on this journey. Note:

Proverbs 23:17, "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long."

Proverbs 24:21, "My Song of Solomon , fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change:"

Proverbs 28:14, "Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief."

Here is a proposed outline:

a) Prologue (Ode or Decastitch) — Proverbs 22:17-21
b) First Saying( Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 22:22-23
c) Second Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 22:24-25
d) Third Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 22:26-27
e) Fourth Saying (Distitch) — Proverbs 22:28
f) Fifth Saying (Tristitch) — Proverbs 22:29
g) Sixth Saying (Hexastitch) — Proverbs 23:1-3
h) Seventh Saying (Pentastitch) — Proverbs 23:4-5
i) Eighth Saying (Heptastitch) — Proverbs 23:6-8
j) Ninth Saying (Distitch) — Proverbs 23:9
k) Tenth Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 23:10-11
l) Eleventh Saying (Hexastitch) — Proverbs 23:12-14
m) Twelfth Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 23:15-16
n) Thirteenth Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 23:17-18
o) Fourteenth Saying (Hexastitch) — Proverbs 23:19-21
p) Fifteenth Saying (Octastitch) — Proverbs 23:22-25
q) Sixteenth Saying (Hexastitch) — Proverbs 23:26-28
r) Seventeenth Saying (An Ode) — Proverbs 23:29-35
s) Eighteenth Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 24:1-2
t) Nineteenth Saying (Tristitch) — Proverbs 24:3-4
u) Twentieth Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 24:5-6
v) Twenty-First Saying (Distitch) — Proverbs 24:7
w) Twenty-Second Saying (Distitch) — Proverbs 24:8
x) Twenty-Third Saying (Distitch) — Proverbs 24:9
y) Twenty-Fourth Saying (Distitch) — Proverbs 24:10
z) Twenty-Fifth Saying (Hexastitch) — Proverbs 24:11-12
aa) Twenty-Sixth Saying (Pentastitch) — Proverbs 24:13-14
bb) Twenty-Seventh Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 24:15-16
cc) Twenty-Eighth Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 24:17-18
dd) Twenty-Ninth Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 24:19-20
ee) Thirtieth Saying (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 24:21-22
The Thirty Sayings- Some scholars translate Proverbs 22:20 to read "thirty sayings" instead of "excellent things," and it is easy to find thirty individual proverbs in this section of literature. 

BBE, "Have I not put in writing for you thirty sayings, with wise suggestions and knowledge," ( Proverbs 22:20)

It is possible that Solomon gathered these sayings outside the nation of Israel, perhaps in Egypt. When we compare some of these sayings with an Egyptian writing entitled The Instruction of Amenemope, written about 1200 to 1300 B.C. and made up of thirty chapters, we find that this ancient writing has a few proverbs that are similar to the proverbs in this passage of Scripture. 121]

121] Miriam Lichtheim, The Instruction of Amenemope, in Ancient Egyptian literature: Volume II: The New Kingdom (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973- 80]), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

Example One:

Proverbs 22:17-18 a, "Direct your ear and hear wise words. Set your heart to know them. For it is pleasant if you keep them in your inmost self."

Amenemope Proverbs 3:10, "Give your ears and hear what is said, give your mind over to their interpretation: It is profitable to put them in your heart. 

Example Two:

Proverbs 22:20, "Have I not written for you thirty counsels and teachings to teach you what is right and true?"

Amenemope Proverbs 27:7, "Mark for your self these thirty chapters: They please, they instruct, they are the foremost of all books."

Example Three:

Proverbs 22:24, "Do not make friends with people prone to anger. With the hotheaded person do not associate."

Amenemope Proverbs 11:12, "Do not fraternize with the hot-tempered Prayer of Manasseh , nor approach him to converse."

Example Four:

Proverbs 23:1-2, "When you sit down to eat with a ruler, observe what is before you. Put a knife to your throat if you have a big appetite."

Amenemope Proverbs 23:16, "Look at the cup in front of you, and let it suffice your need."

Thus, it was possible that Solomon was exposed to other ancient literature, and actually read this ancient piece of wisdom literature. One verse in the Scriptures that refers to this exposure is found in 1 Kings 4:30. It mentions that there were wise men in the east and in Egypt.

1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

We see in Ecclesiastes 12:9 that Solomon sought out Wisdom of Solomon , which meant that he could have looked far and wise for wisdom literature.

Ecclesiastes 12:9, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs."

We see a possible reference to the fact that Solomon sent a delegation of men to seek out wise men of other nations in Proverbs 22:21. Thus, a group of Egyptian wise men many have compile a collection of thirty sayings that were most popular among themselves.

Proverbs 22:21, "That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that send unto thee?"

This, however, does not take away from the inspiration of the Scriptures, because divine wisdom is universal, being found in many other people besides the Israelites. Job is an example of this. 

The theme of universal wisdom given from God to mankind is found in the book of Romans:

Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

Romans 2:14-15, "For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)"

The Significance of the Number "Thirty" - We ponder the question of why there were thirty sayings. We have seen that an ancient Egyptian piece of wisdom literature entitle The Instruction of Amenemope was made up of thirty chapters. In this ancient document, there is also a reference to the "council of the thirty." 122] The importance of the number thirty can be found in other parts of Egyptian antiquity. It shows up in an ancient board game named "Senet," which was "the best known and most widely popularized board game from ancient Egypt. Based upon a 3x 10 board of thirty squares, it consisted of a race game played with knucklebones that could be engaged between two players or, as some temple drawings suggest, by a single player." "The game itself symbolized the path of the dead through the underworld. ‘I must enter the Hall of the thirty and I become God at the 31 ,' says one papyrus." 123]

122] Mirian Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature: vol. II: The New Kingdom (Berkeley, California: University of California Press, 1973), chapter 19, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

123] Ricardo Calvo, "Chapter 2: Mystical numerology in Egypt and Mesopotamia," in The Origins of Chess: Mystical Numerology in Egypt and Mesopotamia, [on-line]; accessed on 7 June 2009; available from http://www.goddesschess.com/chessays/calvonumerology.html; Internet; see also Wolfgang Decker, Sports and Games of Ancient Egypt (London: Yale University Press, 1992), 124.

Even within the Hebrew culture, the age of thirty was significant in that it marked the maturity of adulthood. We find Joseph being appointed to lead the nation of Egypt at the age of thirty ( Genesis 41:46). Ezekiel and Jesus Christ were both called into their ministries at the age of thirty ( Ezekiel 1:1, Luke 3:23).

Genesis 41:46, "And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt."

Ezekiel 1:1, "Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God."

Luke 3:23, "And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,"



Verse 22-23 

First Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 22:22-23 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines. This is an example of a tetrastitch. This proverb warns us not to afflict the poor because God will take vengeance upon his oppressors. Note a similar verse in this division of proverbs where God will also defend the fatherless:

Proverbs 23:10-11, "Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless: For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their cause with thee."

Proverbs 22:22 Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither oppress the afflicted in the gate:
Proverbs 22:23 — "Rob not the poor, because he is poor" - Comments- In many societies today it is easy for a rich person to pressure and intimidate the poor into yielding to the demands of the rich; for the poor are fearful of the rich who have the power to oppress and even kill them. We see an example of this in 1 Kings 21:1-16 when King Ahab took the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite by killing him.

Proverbs 22:23 — "neither oppress the afflicted in the gate" - Comments- The gate of the cities was the place where judgment took place, where the elders decreed decisions in times of conflicts. Note:

BBE, "Do not take away the property of the poor man because he is poor, or be cruel to the crushed ones when they come before the judge:"

The statement "neither oppress the afflicted in the gate" refers to the injustice that takes place at a place of judgment, such as a court. In many societies today, and in ancient times, it was easy to bribe the judges and gain their favor, while the poor had nothing to offer such judges.

Proverbs 22:23 For the LORD will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that spoiled them.


Verse 24-25 

Second Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 22:24-25 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines. This is called a tetrastitch. It warns us against befriending a person who cannot control his temper, lest we become like him and cause problems in our own lives.

Proverbs 22:24 Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go:
Proverbs 22:25 Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul. 
Proverbs 22:24-25 — Comments - Befriending an Angry Person- Note the following modern English translations of Proverbs 22:24-25 :

BBE, "Do not be friends with a man who is given to wrath; do not go in the company of an angry man:"

The Geneva Bible translation notes read, "Have nothing to do with him that is not able to rule his affections: for he would hurt you by his evil conversation." 126] 

126] The Geneva Bible translation notes, in The Bible, That Isaiah , the Holy Scriptures Containing the Old and New Testament, Translated According to the Hebrew and Greek, and Conferred With the Best Translations in Divers Languages (London: Robert Barker, 1615), notes on Proverbs 22:24-25.

Illustration- I came home one evening while living in Brown Trail Apartments and found my neighbor beaten and bloody, while holding a stick defending his home, wife and kids from a tall, strong man who was in a rage. My neighbor had befriended this poor, homeless guy, by allowing him to stay in his apartment for a while. Soon after, my neighbor began to ask this guy to leave. However, the guy was stubborn to leave. He was now having a difficult time with this person. When they went out drinking together one night, these two guys broke out into a drunken fight in front of our apartment, with his wife and children watching. He had befriended a man who could not control his temper.

Proverbs 22:24-25 — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse: 

1 Corinthians 15:33, "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners."



Verse 29 

Fifth Saying (Tristitch) - Proverbs 22:29 forms a single proverbial thought using three lines, which is called a tristitch. It tells us that men who are diligent believe that they have a destiny in life. They do not enjoy the company of the average person who lack purpose and direction in his daily affairs.

Proverbs 22:29 Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.
Proverbs 22:29 — Illustration- In 1989 I began to work as a maintenance man at an apartment complex in Hurst, Texas. I was attending a large church in Dallas, Texas and began to work as an altar worker. After two years, I began to pray and ask the Lord to put me with a man of God at church, someone who would influence me and change my character. In seven days, I received a position as an assistant director of the altar work ministry. This promotion immediately placed me with one of the greatest men of God in the church. I spent the next three years working closely with this Prayer of Manasseh , eating lunch with him after Sunday services. I learned to receive his counsel and his correction. During this time, in 1994, I prayed a similar prayer. I asked the Lord to put me with a man of God on my job. Within thirty days, I received a promotion from maintenance man to maintenance supervisor. This promotion put me in a new office and in daily contact with the general manager of the company. I spent the next four years learning how to manage a business with godly business ethics. 

I still look back in amazement at how quickly the Lord answered these two prayers. Working with these two men changed my life and prepared me for a greater calling, that of a missionary in July 1997. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-3 

Sixth Saying (Hexastitch) - Comments- Proverbs 23:1-3 forms a single proverbial thought using six lines, which is called a hexastitch. 
Proverbs 23:1 When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is before thee: 
Proverbs 23:2 And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite.
Proverbs 23:3 Be not desirous of his dainties: for they are deceitful meat.
Proverbs 23:3 — Comments- The Geneva Bible translation notes on Proverbs 23:3 read, "For oft times the rich when they bid their inferiors to their tables, it is not for the love they bear them, but for their own secret purposes." 127] For example, many times wealth people have gained their wealth by using and bribing people, by deceit and manipulation. Here, the verse is telling the one who has been brought into the presence of wealth and power, not to be overwhelmed by awesome appearance, but to be cautious and wise.

127] The Bible, That Isaiah , the Holy Scriptures Containing the Old and New Testament, Translated According to the Hebrew and Greek, and Conferred With the Best Translations in Divers Languages (London: Robert Barker, 1615), notes on Proverbs 23:3.



Verse 4-5 

Seventh Saying (Pentastitch) - Proverbs 23:4-5 forms a single proverbial thought using five lines, which is called a pentastitch. This proverb warns us against setting our hearts upon material wealth because it is so easy to be deceived by such pursuits. It appears to bring someone to a place of satisfaction and Wisdom of Solomon , but in fact, it can leave one empty and foolish.

Proverbs 23:4 Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.
Proverbs 23:4 — — "Labour not to be rich" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

1 Timothy 6:9-10, "But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."

Proverbs 23:4 — "cease from thine own wisdom" - Scripture References- Note similar verse:

Proverbs 3:5, "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding."

Proverbs 26:12, "Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him."

Isaiah 5:21, "Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!"

Romans 11:25, "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."

Romans 12:16, "Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits."

Proverbs 23:5 Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.
Proverbs 23:5 — "Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not?" - Comments- The eye referred to in Proverbs 23:5 represents the heart of a man. Thus, a person who sets his heart upon riches will be misled by appearances. 

Proverbs 23:5 — Illustration- Chasing riches is like chasing butterflies. They seem to be just at your finger tips, yet you cannot quite catch them.

Proverbs 23:5 — Illustration- In college a young student brought to me and my roommates two young baby birds which had been knocked out of their nest. We raised them up inside the apartment. I fed them berries and other foods. One small bird died quickly, but the other grew up healthy. Soon he was able to fly around the apartment. We would take him outside and he would fly back and forth to our hands and we would feed him. One day he flew into a tree. Then latter into another tree farther away and soon he was gone, forever.



Verses 6-8 

Eighth Saying (Heptastitch) - Proverbs 23:6-8 forms a single thought using seven lines, which is called a heptastitch. It warns us not to share in the spoils of someone who is evil because his heart is not favorable to you so that he will turn against you at some point in this relationship.

Proverbs 23:6 Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats: 
Proverbs 23:6 — Comments- Regarding the phrase, "an evil eye," the eye represents the heart of a man. Thus, this refers to a man with a wicked heart.

Proverbs 23:8 The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, and lose thy sweet words.
Proverbs 23:8 — Comments- The Geneva Bible translation notes read, "He will not cease till he has done you some harm, and his flattering words will come to no use." 128] 

128] The Bible, That Isaiah , the Holy Scriptures Containing the Old and New Testament, Translated According to the Hebrew and Greek, and Conferred With the Best Translations in Divers Languages (London: Robert Barker, 1615), notes on Proverbs 23:8.



Verse 9 

Ninth Saying (Distitch) - Proverbs 23:9 forms a single proverbial thought using two lines, which is called a distitch. 
Proverbs 23:9 Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words.
Proverbs 23:9 — Word Study on "wisdom" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "understanding" ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) means, "understanding, intelligence, prudence." Strong says it means, "intelligence, success." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understanding 7, Wisdom of Solomon 3, wise 1, prudence 1, knowledge 1, sense 1, discretion 1, policy 1."

Strong says ( שֶׂכֶל) (H 7922) comes from the primitive root ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which means, "to be circumspect, and hence, intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 63times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 12, wise 12, prosper 8, wisely 6, understanding 5, consider 4, instruct 3, prudent 2, skill 2, teach 2, misc 7."

This Hebrew noun is a key word woven throughout in the book of Proverbs being used six times:

Proverbs 3:4, "So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."

Proverbs 12:8, "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised."

Proverbs 13:15, "Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard."

Proverbs 16:22, "Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly."

Proverbs 19:11, "The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression."

Proverbs 23:9, "Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words."

This word refers to the ability of a man to think straight in contrast to the person who has a twisted mind.

Proverbs 23:9 — Comments- In Matthew 7:1-6 Jesus teaches us about judging our neighbour. We are to avoid being critical of our neighbour ( Proverbs 7:1-4). Instead, we are to live a lifestyle of godliness so that we can speak words of wisdom and advice into the lives of others ( Proverbs 7:5). If they reject what we have to offer, we are not to push Christian teachings into their face, lest they become offended at God's Word and further bring judgment upon themselves ( Proverbs 7:6). Rather, we are to discern their hearts and help those who will accept our ministry ( Proverbs 7:6). This is why Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and told them that he that is spiritual is to judge (or discern) all things while not being found guilty of sin and judged by others ( 1 Corinthians 2:15). That Isaiah , we are supposed to live a godly lifestyle without sin by being mature enough to be able to discern between good and evil in our lives as well as those around us.

1 Corinthians 2:15, "But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man."

Solomon made a similar statement in Proverbs 9:8, "Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will love thee." We are to correct those who are in error. If they are rebellious, the burden to correct them is not upon us. However, we are to have enough discernment to recognize when someone is receptive to correction, and offer such in a spirit of love. Solomon as well said, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful." ( Proverbs 27:6) If we speak the truth in love when correcting others, we may initially wound someone's heart, but such wounds in the lives of the humble will quickly heal.

Proverbs 23:9 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 9:8, "Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will love thee."

Matthew 7:6, "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you."



Verse 10-11 

Tenth Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 23:10-11 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines, which is called a tetrastitch. This proverb warns us not to mistreat the fatherless lest God take vengeance upon their oppressor.

Proverbs 23:10 Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless:
Proverbs 23:10 — Comments- The Mosaic Law made provisions for preserving the ancient boundary marks set by the founding fathers of the nation of Israel ( Deuteronomy 19:14; Deuteronomy 27:17). These boundary marks were originally set during the time of Joshua during the allotment of the land to the twelve tribes of Israel immediately after the conquest of the Promised Land ( Joshua 13:1 to Joshua 21:45). During the course of the nation's history, land was lost because of poverty, or the need to sell one's land; it was lost by marauding groups from neighbouring countries; it was taken by corruption ( Job 24:2). For example, King Ahab killed Naboth and took possession of his land ( 1 Kings 21:1-16). Today in many countries, the office of land registry is corrupted, so that government officials change land titles through bribes, or land owners simply encroach out of their boundaries and steal portions of neighbouring land.

Deuteronomy 19:14, "Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour"s landmark, which they of old time have set in thine inheritance, which thou shalt inherit in the land that the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it."

Deuteronomy 27:17, "Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour"s landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen."

Job 24:2, "Some remove the landmarks; they violently take away flocks, and feed thereof."

Scripture References- Note a similar proverb:

Proverbs 22:28, "Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set."

Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 22:22-23, "Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: For the LORD will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that spoiled them."

Proverbs 23:11 For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their cause with thee.
Proverbs 23:11 — Comments- Regarding the phrase, "their redeemer, " note Leviticus 25:25, "If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold."



Verses 12-14 

Eleventh Saying (Hexastitch) - Proverbs 23:12-14 forms a single proverbial thought using six lines, which is called a hexastitch. This proverb exhorts us to be ready to discipline your children despite the pain they suffer because it will deliver them from a greater pain if they go to Hell. This proverb also tells us that a child who is not properly disciplined is on his way to Hell.

Proverbs 23:14 Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell. 
Proverbs 23:12-14 — Comments - Child Discipline- Discipline should be motivated by love ( Hebrews 12:6).

Hebrews 12:6, "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth."



Verse 15-16 

Twelfth Saying (Tetrastitch) - Comments- Proverbs 23:15-16 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines. This proverb tells us that our parents, our superiors as well as our Heavenly Father rejoice when we walk in wisdom and speak words of righteousness. In contrast, we grieve them when we do not walk upright.



Verse 17-18 

Thirteenth Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 23:17-18 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines. This proverb warns us not to envy the sinner because God is faithful to reward His children. We will again be warned about envying the wicked in Proverbs 24:1-2.

Proverbs 24:1-2, "Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to be with them. For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of mischief."

Illustration- We also find an example of this proverb in Psalm 73, a psalm of Asaph, of how he envied the wicked until he went into the sanctuary of God and his mind became clear enough to reflect upon their end. 

Psalm 73:3, "For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked."

David also warned against this type of envy in Psalm 37 by reminding us that he will soon be cut off.

Psalm 37:1-2, "Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb."

Proverbs 23:18 For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off. 
Proverbs 23:18 — "and thine expectation shall not be cut off" - Comments- In hell, there is no longer any hope. All hope is cut off.



Verses 19-21 

Fourteenth Saying (Hexastitch) - Proverbs 23:19-21 forms a single proverbial thought using six lines, which is called a hexastitch. It warns us against a life of fleshly indulgence and slothfulness, which leads to poverty.



Verses 22-25 

Fifteenth Saying (Octastitch) - Proverbs 23:22-25 serves as the only example of an eight-line proverb, which is called an octastitch. These four verses form a single thought. It is similar to Proverbs 23:15-16 in that it says our parents, our superiors as well as our Heavenly Father will rejoice when we walk in wisdom and speak words of righteousness. In contrast, we grieve them when we do not walk upright.



Verses 26-28 

Proverbs 23:26 My Song of Solomon , give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.
Proverbs 23:26 — Comments- Give to God our heart first, then our eyes will observe God's ways. We will begin to see God's blessings and curses, and begin to see His ways of working in our lives and those lives around us ( 1 Corinthians 2:14). 

1 Corinthians 2:14, "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."



Verses 29-35 

Seventeenth Saying (An Ode) - Proverbs 23:29-35 forms a single proverbial thought using twenty lines. This proverb warns us against drinking alcohol and drunkenness. It perverts the heart and lead to woes and sorrows. Yet, a person will continue in it because he is in bondage to this sin.

Proverbs 23:35 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.
Proverbs 23:35 — "I will seek it yet again" - Comments- This is a clear example of a stronghold. The Geneva Bible translations notes read, "Though drunkenness makes them more insensible then beasts, yet they can not refrain." 129]

129] The Bible, That Isaiah , the Holy Scriptures Containing the Old and New Testament, Translated According to the Hebrew and Greek, and Conferred With the Best Translations in Divers Languages (London: Robert Barker, 1615), notes on Proverbs 23:35.

24 Chapter 24 

Verse 1-2 

Eighteenth Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 23:26-28 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines, which is called a tetrastitch. This proverb warns us not to envy the evil man because he is a man of mischief and destruction. We have just been warned against envying the sinner in Proverbs 23:17-18. We also find an example of this proverb in Psalm 73, a psalm of Asaph, of how he envied the wicked until he went into the sanctuary of God and his mind became clear enough to reflect upon their end. 

Psalm 73:3, "For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked."

Illustration- David also warned against this type of envy in Psalm 37 and of how the evildoer will soon be cut off.

Psalm 37:1-2, "Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb."

Proverbs 24:1 Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to be with them. 
Proverbs 24:2 For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of mischief.


Verse 3-4 

Nineteenth Saying (Tristitch) - Proverbs 23:26-28 forms a single proverbial thought using three lines, which is called a tristitch. This proverb reminds us of the results and rewards that come from pursuing wisdom.

Proverbs 24:3 Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established:
Proverbs 24:3 — Comments- God is building a spiritual house. It must be build by God's instructions or it will not be a fit house. Note: 

Psalm 127:1, "Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain."

Illustration- Noah built the ark with God's instructions. 

Proverbs 24:4 And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches. 


Verse 5-6 

Twentieth Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 24:5-6 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines, which is called a tetrastitch. It tells us that wisdom and knowledge gives a man strength.

Proverbs 24:5 A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength. 
Proverbs 24:6 For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors there is safety.
Proverbs 24:6 — Comments- God has given us a "multitude of counselors" when seeking His divine will for our lives. We can know God's will by reading His Word. A second way to know God's will is by the witness of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. A third way that God leads us is by the confirmation of circumstances. However, God will always give to us two or three witnesses in order to confirm His will ( Deuteronomy 19:15).

Deuteronomy 19:15, "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established."



Verse 7 

Twenty-First Saying (Distitch) - Proverbs 24:7 forms a single proverbial thought using two lines, which is called a distitch.

Proverbs 24:7 Wisdom is too high for a fool: he openeth not his mouth in the gate.
Proverbs 24:7 — Comments - Regarding the phrase, "in the gate," the gate of each fortified city became the meeting place of leaders. Here city ordinances were transacted, and agreements were made and confirmed by witnesses. The elders of the city gathered here to make decisions to benefit the citizens. It was no place for fools. While living in a guarded compound in Kampala, the entry gate was guarded by security personnel. It became a place for passersby to sit and talk with each other. In a developed nation with cars, mobile telephones and a busy lifestyle, this type of sitting and talking is not found very often. But in a city where the pace of life is slow, an entry gate becomes a natural meeting place for pedestrians. 



Verses 8-22 

Proverbs 24:8 — Twenty-Second Saying (Distitch) - Proverbs 24:8 forms a single proverbial thought using two lines, which is called a distitch.

Proverbs 24:9 — Twenty-Third Saying (Distitch) - Proverbs 24:9 forms a single proverbial thought using two lines, which is called a distitch.

Proverbs 24:10 — Twenty-Fourth Saying (Distitch) - Proverbs 24:10 forms a single proverbial thought using two lines, which is called a distitch.

Proverbs 24:11-12 — Twenty-Fifth Saying (Hexastitch) - Proverbs 24:11-12 forms a single proverbial thought using six lines, which is called a hexastitch.

Proverbs 24:13-14 — Twenty-Sixth Saying (Pentastitch) - Proverbs 24:13-14 forms a single proverbial thought using five lines, which is called a pentastitch.

Proverbs 24:15-16 — Twenty-Seventh Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 24:15-16 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines, which is called a tetrastitch.

Proverbs 24:17-18 — Twenty-Eighth Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 24:15-16 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines, which is called a tetrastitch.

Proverbs 24:19-20 — Twenty-Ninth Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 24:19-20 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines, which is called a tetrastitch.

Proverbs 24:21-22 — Thirtieth Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 24:21-22 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines, which is called a tetrastitch.



Verses 23-34 

Proverbs 24:23-34 — Sayings of the Wise: Second Collection (Four Sayings) - Proverbs 24:23-34 is considers by many scholars to be the second collection of the "Sayings of the Wise", with Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22 being the first collection. It is possible that these sayings were collected by Solomon from outside his kingdom. We know that Solomon identified two sources of wisdom outside of Israel, which were the East and Egypt; for we read in 1 Kings 4:30, "And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt."

We know that the first collection of sayings has similarities with ancient Egyptian wisdom. Thus, it most likely originated from Egypt. 130] We can then suggest that the second, but shorter, collection of sayings ( Proverbs 24:23-34) either came from Egypt as miscellaneous Wisdom of Solomon , or it may have been that wisdom which Solomon collected from the East.

130] Miriam Lichtheim, The Instruction of Amenemope, in Ancient Egyptian literature: Volume II: The New Kingdom (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973- 80]), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

We know that Solomon gathered and compiled both collections of sayings. Thus, we read the words of Solomon in the opening statement, "These things also belong to the wise," ( Proverbs 24:23 a).

There are at four proverbial sayings in this shortest of collections (ASV). Some commentators count them as five or six. It is interesting to note that these sayings deal with the condition of a man's heart, mind and body, and in that order.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. First Saying (The Heart) (Hexastitch) — Proverbs 24:23-26
2. Second Saying (The Mind - How We Think) (Tristitch) — Proverbs 24:27
3. Third Saying (The Mind - How We Speak) (Tetrastitch) — Proverbs 24:28-29
4. Fourth Saying (The Body) (Decastitch) — Proverbs 24:30-34
Proverbs 24:23-26 — First Saying (Regarding the Heart) (Hexastitch) - Excluding the introductory statement, "These things also belong to the wise," Proverbs 24:23-26 forms a single proverbial thought using six lines, which is called a hexastitch. 
Proverbs 24:27 — Second Saying (Regarding the Mind - How We are to Think) (Tristitch) - Proverbs 24:27 forms a single proverbial thought using three lines, which is called a tristitch.
Proverbs 24:27 Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house. 
Proverbs 24:27 — Comments- Proverb 24:27 deals with a man's priorities and the principles of sowing and reaping. Creflo Dollar defines priorities as "those things which we place a higher value on." 131] How we schedule our lives reflects our priorities. The field represents our source of income, or substance, which enables us to have the resources to build and maintain a house ( Ecclesiastes 5:9). In contrast, the slothful man does not prepare his field. Hebrews , therefore, will not have any income with which to build and maintain a house ( Proverbs 24:30-34).

131] Creflo Dollar, Changing Your World (College Park, Georgia: Creflo Dollar Ministries, 18 August 2009), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Ecclesiastes 5:9, "Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field."

Proverbs 24:30-34, "I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding; And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down. Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction. Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man."

Proverbs 24:27 also reflects the principle of sowing and reaping. We are to sow our labours in the field of harvest, so that we will reap our wages to build a home and find rest. If we do not sow in the fields of labour, we will have no provision to build our home. We are to sow in the Lord's fields so that He can bless us with a place of rest in this life. 

A home is a place of rest, and the field is the place of labour and toil. When we place this two-fold aspect of labor and rest into the Song of Solomon , we learn that the place of labour is found in the king's vineyard, and the place of rest is the garden of prayer and communion with the Father. Proverbs 24:7 places our labours in the field as an act of sowing and our rest in the house as reaping what we have sown. For example, get a good education, then get a good Job , then marry and buy a home. Many young married people have married to early, before they could afford to provide for a family. These marriages have been much more challenging and they have a higher rate of divorce than a well planned marriage.

Proverbs 24:28-29 — Third Saying (Regarding the Mind - How We are to Speak) (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 24:28-29 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines, which is called a tetrastitch.
Proverbs 24:28 Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause; and deceive not with thy lips. 
Proverbs 24:28 — Word Study on "deceive" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "entice" ( פָּתָה) (H 6601) means, "to spread out, to open, to be roomy." Strong says this primitive root word literally means, "to open, to be roomy." In a mental or moral sense, it is used figuratively to mean, "to be made simple or to delude." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "entice 10, deceive 8, persuade 4, flatter 2, allure 1, enlarge 1, silly one 1, silly 1." From this same primitive root comes the much-used word "simple" ( פֶּתִי) (H 6612), which is found 15 times in the book of Proverbs of its 19 Old Testament uses.

Proverbs 24:29 Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will render to the man according to his work. 
Proverbs 24:30-34 — Fourth Saying (Regarding the Body) (Decastitch) - Proverbs 24:30-34 forms a single proverbial thought using ten lines, which is called a decastitch. This passage is about the sluggard. Note that another passage on the sluggard is found in Proverbs 6:6-11.

Proverbs 24:32 Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction.
Proverbs 24:32 — Comments- We also can learn much from the lives around us, both good and bad.

Proverbs 24:33 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 
Proverbs 24:34 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.
Proverbs 24:33-34 — Scripture References- Note the same verse in Proverbs 6:10-11 and a similar verse in Ecclesiastes 4:5.

Proverbs 6:10-11, "Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man."

Ecclesiastes 4:5, "The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh."

25 Chapter 25 

Verse 1-2 

Proverbs 25:1 — Introduction - Proverbs 25:1 serves as an introduction to the section of material found in Proverbs 25:1 to Proverbs 29:27.

Proverbs 25:1 These are also proverbs of Song of Solomon , which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out. 
Proverbs 25:1 — Word Study on "proverbs" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "proverb" "mashal" ( מָשָׁל) (H 4912) means, "(1) a similitude, parable, (2) a sententious saying, such as consists in the ingenious comparison of two things or opinions, (3) a proverb, (4) a Song of Solomon , a poem." Strong says it means, "a pithy maxim, usually of metaphorical nature; hence, a simile (as an adage, poem, discourse)," and it comes from a primitive root ( מָשַׁל) (H 4910) meaning, "to rule." A proverb is a concentrated saying that contains many hidden truths, reflected in Proverbs 1:6, which say, "a proverb…and their dark sayings." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 39 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "proverb 19, parable 18, byword 1, like 1." This Hebrew word is used 6 times in the book of Proverbs ( Proverbs 1:1; Proverbs 1:6; Proverbs 10:1; Proverbs 25:1; Proverbs 26:7; Proverbs 26:9).

Proverbs 25:1 — "These are also proverbs of Solomon" - Comments- We have the same Hebrew phrase ( משׁלי שׁלמה) is used in Proverbs 25:1 and Proverbs 1:1, which means "the proverbs of Solomon."

Proverbs 25:1 — "which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out" - Comments- King Hezekiah was the fourteenth king of Judah, reigning from c 715 to c 690 B.C. He was one of the greatest kings of David's royal lineage. We know from 2 Chronicles 29:30 that Hezekiah restored Temple worship, which included the words of the book of Psalm ( 2 Chronicles 29:30). According to 2 Chronicles 30:22 he also restored the teaching of the Word of God by the Levites, which certainly must have included the book of Proverbs , which is supported by the statement in Proverbs 25:1. Therefore, we see the need for the writings of Proverbs to be copied and taught to the people under Hezekiah. Most likely, these ancient writings were stored in the Temple. It was likely that the king delegated the job of copying out these additional proverbs to the men mentioned in 2 Kings 18:18, who were Eliakim, Shebna the scribe, and Joah the recorded, and perhaps Isaiah the prophet, as one Jewish tradition suggests. 134]

134] W. J. Deane, S. T. Taylor-Taswell, Walter F. Adeney, T. Whitelaw, R. A. Redford, and B. C. Caffin, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in The Pulpit Commentary, vol 9, eds. H. D. M. Spence and Joseph Exell (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 1950), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), "Introduction."

2 Chronicles 29:30, "Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the LORD with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshipped."

2 Chronicles 30:22, "And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the LORD: and they did eat throughout the feast seven days, offering peace offerings, and making confession to the LORD God of their fathers."

2 Kings 18:18, "And when they had called to the king, there came out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder."



Verses 1-27 

Perseverance: Solomon's Second Collection of Proverbs (126 Sayings) - Proverbs 25-29 are often called Solomon's Second Collection of Proverbs. When we enter into chapters 25,29, we begin to notice a number of proverbs that deal with leaders of a nation. We now must learn that our actions ultimately affect our nation. We often find the underlying them of a section in its opening verses; and this is the case with this division in Proverbs. Proverbs 25:2-7 reveal how the king decrees by divine oracles ( Proverbs 25:2-3), so that he might establish righteousness ( Proverbs 25:4-5), so that everyone will walk humbly before the king and his decrees ( Proverbs 25:6-7). Therefore, the proverbs in 25-29 are emphasizing how a king establishes justice in the land. Perhaps Solomon gathered this second group of proverbs separately from his first collection because he used them in specifically to establish righteousness and order in the land of Israel. This may the reason that many proverbs in this collection refer to rulers of a land ( Proverbs 25:2-7; Proverbs 25:15; Proverbs 27:23-27; Proverbs 28:2; Proverbs 28:15-16; Proverbs 29:2; Proverbs 29:4; Proverbs 29:12; Proverbs 29:14; Proverbs 29:26). In fact, this collection of proverbs closes with two verses stating this very theme of how a king's righteous judgment establishes the land ( Proverbs 29:4; Proverbs 29:14).

The signposts found in the sayings of the wise ( Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:34) and in Solomon's second collection (25-29) tell us to continue in the fear of the Lord, to honor those in authority over us, and this will bring happiness into our lives as we continue on this journey. Note:

Proverbs 23:17, "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long."

Proverbs 24:21, "My Song of Solomon , fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change:"

Proverbs 28:14, "Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief."

Regarding the relationship of Proverbs 25-29 to our spiritual journey, we can group these proverbs under the phase called perseverance of the saints, in which God's children have entered their divine calling and are in the process of fulfilling it in order to reach the final stage of glorification. The theme of leadership and the establishment of justice reveal our purpose for this season in our lives. God has put us on this path in order to establish righteousness in the land.

1. Proverbs About Relationships with Others — Proverbs 25:1 to Proverbs 26:28
2. Proverbs About Misc. Activities — Proverbs 27:1 to Proverbs 29:27
Characteristics of the Passage- A number of the proverbs found in the Solomon's first collection ( Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16) are repeated in this section of Solomon's second collection ( Proverbs 25:1 to Proverbs 29:27). The opening verse of this section tells us that these proverbs were copied out by Hezekiah about 250 years after Solomon wrote them. Perhaps Hezekiah's men were unwilling to delete anything they found repeated in the second collection out of holy reverence for what they now considered divine Scriptures.

Many scholars observe differences between the characteristics and content of this second collection of proverbs and the first collection. They mention a number of examples: (1) Grammar - Some scholars suggest the first collection repeatedly uses several phrases that are not found in the second collection, such as "fountain of life (two times)," "tree of life (four times)," "snares of death (two times)," "hand in hand (two times)," and "shall not be unpunished (five times)." All agree that this does not provide a strong argument to suggest different authorships and dates between the two collections. (2) Content- Other scholars use the climate of the monarchy described within the two collections to conclude that they were written in different periods of Israel's history. For example, during the time of Song of Solomon , the political climate was one of peace and righteousness. Thus, we see within the first collection words that support the monarchy:

Proverbs 14:28, "In the multitude of people is the king"s honour: but in the want of people is the destruction of the prince."

Proverbs 16:12, "It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established by righteousness."

Proverbs 16:13, "Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they love him that speaketh right."

Proverbs 16:15, "In the light of the king"s countenance is life; and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain."

Proverbs 20:28, "Mercy and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by mercy."

A contrast can be made in the second collection, where we find descriptions of people who have been oppression by the king:

Proverbs 25:5, "Take away the wicked from before the king, and his throne shall be established in righteousness."

Proverbs 28:2, "For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but by a man of understanding and knowledge the state thereof shall be prolonged."

Proverbs 28:15, "As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear; so is a wicked ruler over the poor people."

Proverbs 28:16, "The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days."

Proverbs 29:2, "When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn."

Proverbs 29:4, "The king by judgment establisheth the land: but he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it."

Proverbs 29:12, "If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked."

Such verses about political oppression are missing in the first collection. They bring new and fresh insight into the failures of a monarchy system. Scholars suggest that this indicates a later date of writing than the first collection. However, as interesting as these suggestions appear, neither of the two gives strong enough support to conclude that there was more than one author of the first and second collections of proverbs. 132]

132] W. J. Deane, S. T. Teylor-Taswell, and W. F. Adeney, Proverbs , in The Pulpit Commentary, eEds.H. D. M. Spence and Joseph S. Excell (New York: Funk and Wagnalis Company, n.d.), x, xvi.

The Structure of the Passage- Nelson"s Teaching Outlines of the Bible groups the verses found in chapters 25-26 into subject matter related to various aspects of our relationships with people in society. 133] I have followed these sections with different titles.

133] Nelson"s Teaching Outlines of the Bible (Thomas Nelson: Nashville: Thomas Nelson, c 1986, 1997).

1.Introduction — Proverbs 25:1
2. Wisdom in Dealing with Leaders — Proverbs 25:2-7
3.Wisdom in Dealing with Relationships — Proverbs 25:8-20
4.Wisdom in Dealing with Adversity — Proverbs 25:21-24
5.Wisdom Regarding Self-Discipline — Proverbs 25:25-28
6.Wisdom in Dealing with the Foolish — Proverbs 26:1-12
7.Wisdom in Dealing with the Sluggard — Proverbs 26:13-16
8.Wisdom in Dealing with the Liar — Proverbs 26:17-28
The fact that Hezekiah grouped the proverbs in chapters 25-26 according to subject matter implies that he may have studied the proverbs of Solomon by topic as we often do today.

In addition, our relationships with those in our society help us to see the underlying theme of perseverance, knowing that the way we manage our relationships with others determines whether or not we are continuing in the path of wisdom by walking in love with others.



Verses 2-7 

Wisdom in Dealing with Leaders: The Office of a King - Proverbs 25:2-7 reveals the office and ministry of a king. This passage consists of three groups of verses: Proverbs 25:2-7. The first is a tetrastitch (4lines) discussing the glory of a king, the second tetrastitch (4lines) discusses his decrees, and the third is a pentastitch (5 lines) that discusses his position of exaltation and leadership over his people. This may be reflective of how the king is to serve the Lord in spirit, mind, and body, respectively. These proverbs give us insight into how a leader thinks and acts.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Glory of a King: His Spirit — Proverbs 25:2-3
2. The Judgments of a King: His Mind — Proverbs 25:4-5
3. The Position of a King: Our Physical Actions — Proverbs 25:6-7
Proverbs 25:2-3 — The Glory of a King: His Spirit - Proverbs 25:2-3 forms a tetrastitch (4lines) that reflects upon the glory of the king ( Proverbs 25:2), which is equivalent to his heart, as mentioned in Proverbs 25:3. Since the underlying theme of Proverbs is worshiping the Lord with all of our mind by learning to walk in divine Wisdom of Solomon , Proverbs 25:2-3 tells us that God's wisdom is initially imparted into a king's heart by God, where it must be drawn out under the anointing.

Under the Old Covenant only kings, priest and prophets partook of the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Because of this anointing, the king of Israel had the Spirit of God reveal to him divine mysteries. King Solomon had learned that these proverbs and judgments he spoke daily while sitting upon his throne was because he was divinely anointed to draw out the deep truths of Almighty God. Joseph also recognized his divine office as a rule when he told his brothers, "wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine?"

Genesis 44:15, "And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine?"

We also see how the kings of other nations placed soothsayers and diviners around them in an attempt to received supernatural understand; however, we know this was partaking of witchcraft. 

Under the new covenant of Jesus Christ every believer is a partaker of the Holy Spirit. We know that the Holy Spirit has been imparted unto the Church in this dispensation in order to reveal to us the mind of God ( Romans 8:26-28). We do this by praying in the Spirit.

Romans 8:26-28, "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose."

Proverbs 25:2 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter. 
Proverbs 25:2 — "It is the glory of God to conceal a thing" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Luke 24:16, "But their eyes were holden that they should not know him."

1 Corinthians 2:7, "But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden Wisdom of Solomon , which God ordained before the world unto our glory:"

2 Corinthians 4:3, "But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:"

Colossians 1:26, "Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:"

Colossians 2:3, "In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

Proverbs 25:2 — "but the honour of kings is to search out a matter" - Scripture References- Note similar verses and illustrations:

In 1 Kings 3:9-28, Solomon asked God for Wisdom of Solomon , and was granted his request.

Ezra 4:15, "That search may be made in the book of the records of thy fathers: so shalt thou find in the book of the records, and know that this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they have moved sedition within the same of old time: for which cause was this city destroyed."

Ezra 4:19, "And I commanded, and search hath been made, and it is found that this city of old time hath made insurrection against kings, and that rebellion and sedition have been made therein."

Job 29:16, "I was a father to the poor: and the cause which I knew not I searched out."

In 1Corinthians 9-16, Paul reveals how the Lord has taught him many divine truths in order to establish the Church.

Proverbs 25:3 The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable. 
Proverbs 25:3 — Comments- Proverbs 25:3 is not saying that a king is smarter than others; but rather, he speaks divinely as God directs him by inspiration. Solomon had learned that his righteous decrees came by divine inspiration. We read in Proverbs 21:1, "The king"s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will." Thus, God directs the nations of the earth by directing its leaders. One good example of this is when King Cyrus sent the Jews back to Jerusalem from their Captivity by divine inspiration.

Proverbs 25:4-5 — The Judgments of a King: His Mind - Proverbs 25:4-5 forms a tetrastitch (4lines) that reflects upon the righteous decrees of the king, which is equivalent to his mind. Since the underlying theme of Proverbs is worshiping the Lord with all of our mind by learning to walk in divine Wisdom of Solomon , Proverbs 25:2-3 tells us that God's wisdom is initially imparted into a king's heart, where it must be drawn out by searching. We know that the Holy Spirit has been imparted unto the Church in this dispensation in order to reveal to us the mind of God ( Romans 8:26-28). We do this by praying in the Spirit. As we learn to pray in the Spirit, we come to know the will of God in our lives and we can speak forth the oracles of God just as a king under the Old Covenant spoke forth righteousness under the anointing imparted unto him. As the will of God was revealed to a king he made sound decisions that established the destiny of his nation. Under the New Covenant we make righteous decisions that establish our path, or journey, in this life ( Proverbs 25:4-5).

Proverbs 25:4 Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the finer. 
Proverbs 25:4 — Comments- The Bible likens God's people unto instruments, or vessels, of silver and gold, and it likens dross unto man's sins. When the dross remains in the precious metals is it not ready to be shaped and molded for use. Once it is made pure by the refiner's fire, it is ready to be shaped into a beautiful vessel for use. Likewise, God works in the lives of His children to refine them and purify them as dross is purified from silver and gold. His objective is to have a people with a pure heart so that He can shape and mold them for His purpose and plan.

Proverbs 25:5 Take away the wicked from before the king, and his throne shall be established in righteousness.
Proverbs 25:5 — Comments- When a king sits on his throne and decrees under the inspiration of God, he will purge sin out of his kingdom and thus, establish his kingdom. This establishment includes his posterity, just as David established a lineage of kingship for his sons by the promise of God.

Scripture References- Note similar verses and illustrations of David and Solomon taking the wicked away from before their thrones:

In 2 Samuel 1:1-16, David slew the young men who said that they had killed king Saul.

In 2 Samuel 4:9-12, David slew the young men who said that they had killed the son of king Saul.

In 2Kings 2, Adonijah, Joab and Shimei were all slain by king Solomon.

Proverbs 25:6-7 — The Position of a King: Our Physical Actions - Proverbs 25:6-7 forms a pentastitch (5 lines) that reflects upon the position of exaltation of the king. In light of his authority, we are told to humble ourselves to those in authority. Since the underlying theme of Proverbs is worshiping the Lord with all of our mind by learning to walk in divine Wisdom of Solomon , Proverbs 25:2-3 tells us that God's wisdom is initially imparted into a king's heart, where it must be drawn out by searching. We know that the Holy Spirit has been imparted unto the Church in this dispensation in order to reveal to us the mind of God ( Romans 8:26-28). We do this by praying in the Spirit. As we learn to pray in the Spirit, we come to know the will of God in our lives and we can speak forth the oracles of God just as a king under the Old Covenant spoke forth righteousness under the anointing imparted unto him. As the will of God is revealed to us we make sound decisions that establish our path, or journey, in this life ( Proverbs 25:4-5). We now are told in Proverbs 25:6-7 that this lifestyle is a walk of humility before God and those whom God places in authority over us. We are not to exalt ourselves, but rather, submit to one another in the fear of the Lord.

Illustrations: 
The parable of how to sit at a wedding feast in Luke 14:7-11.

During the inauguration of Museveni in March 2001as President of Uganda, I had received an invitation card to this event. At first, I could not find my designated seating. Therefore, I sat in the tent where all of the highest dignitaries were seated, including the Presidents of six nations. I was asked to move from several seats, until I found a seat on the back row of this tent. There, I was left uncontested and enjoyed the inaugural event close up. I later found that I was to be seated in an adjacent tent. But, this tent was full by the time I learned this fact. 

Proverbs 25:6 Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men: 
Proverbs 25:7 For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen. 


Verses 8-20 

Wisdom in Dealing with Relationships - Proverbs 25:8-20 focus upon how to have proper relationships with one's neighbour.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Handling Offences — — Proverbs 25:8-10
2. The Power of the Spoken Word — Proverbs 25:11-15
3. Too Much of Something Good is not Always Good — Proverbs 25:16-17 

4. Betrayal and Poor Judgment — Proverbs 25:18-20
Proverbs 25:8-10 — Handling Offences- Proverbs 25:8-10 forms a heptastitch (7 lines) of three verses that teaches us how to deal with offences when a person believes his neighbour has done him wrong. These verses warn us not to be hasty to bring an accusation against our neighbour because we may be wrong, and a person with a tongue full of false accusations receives a bad reputation, which will not pass away.

We find Jesus teaching on this same subject of handling offences in Matthew 18:15-17.

Matthew 18:15-17, "Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican."

Within the context of Solomon's Second Collection (25-29), in which the proverbs emphasize divine decrees that establish a kingdom, the king makes an observation that must have occurred many times before his throne, which was the embarrassment of an accuser before his opponent, who quickly proves the accuser wrong. Thus, King Solomon wants to establish one aspect of righteousness in the kingdom by having the people use wisdom before entering into strife and litigation. They should follow a procedure of trying to settle disputes between themselves before taking things to the extreme of going to court, which is an embarrassment for those accused.

Proverbs 25:8 Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame.
Proverbs 25:8 — Comments- When someone confronts you with a matter or tries to correct you, etc, do not be quick to argue back and say you are right, because, in the end, he may prove to be right after all.

Proverbs 25:9 Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another:
Proverbs 25:9 — Comments- When a person is wronged, instead of going around gossiping about everything or taking someone to court, go to that person and try to reach a settlement. Note a similar verse: 

Matthew 18:15, "Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother."

Proverbs 25:10 Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away.
Proverbs 25:11-15 — The Power of the Spoken Word - Proverbs 25:11-15 refer to the way that words are able to refresh the soul of man and of how much value words can be in the right situation.

Proverbs 25:11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 
Proverbs 25:11 — "A word fitly spoken" - Word Study on "fitly" - Strong says the Hebrew word "fitly" ( אֹופַן) (H 212) means, "a wheel," and it comes from an unused root that means, "to revolve." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 36 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "wheel(s) 35, fitly 1." 

Comments- The word ( אֹופַן) literally means, "wheel," but it is also used figuratively, or symbolically, on one occasion in the Scriptures to refer to the realm of "time." Thus, the translation, "fitly."

The phrase "a word fitly spoken" carries the sense of a word that is spoken at the right time. We see this in other translations.

BBE, "A word at the right time is like apples of gold in a network of silver."

Rotherham, "Golden fruit in figured silver baskets, is a word spoken on fitting occasion."

YLT, "Apples of gold in imagery of silver, Is the word spoken at its fit times."

The Hebrew literally reads, "A word spoken in season." We find this same thought in Ecclesiastes 3:1-7.

Ecclesiastes 3:1, "To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven….A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;"

This Hebrew word is primarily used in the book of Ezekiel , where it is found 25 of 36 times. In this prophetic book, the wheel within a wheel also refers to the realm of time ( Ezekiel 1:16). We know that man measures time by the rotation of the earth and moon, thus the concept of time is equivalent to the concept of rotation.

Ezekiel 1:16, "The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel."

Proverbs 25:11 — "is like apples of gold in pictures of silver" - Word Study on "apples" - Strong says the Hebrew word "apples" ( תַּפּוּחַ) (H 8598) means, "an apple (from its fragrance), i.e. the fruit of the tree." He says it probably includes other fruit of its order, such as the quince, or the orange. The Enhanced Strong says it is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "apple tree 3, apple 3." Note its other uses:

The apple represents sweetness.

Song of Solomon 2:3, "As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste."

It represents comfort to the soul.

Song of Solomon 2:5, "Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love."

Its smell was pleasant.

Song of Solomon 7:8, "I said, I will go up to the palm tree, I will take hold of the boughs thereof: now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine, and the smell of thy nose like apples;"

Also,

Song of Solomon 8:5, "Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I raised thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth: there she brought thee forth that bare thee."

The apple tree is one of the trees of the field that brings joy to men.

Joel 1:12, "The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men."

This Hebrew word comes from the primitive Hebrew root ( נָפַח) (H 5301), which means, "to puff, to inflate, to blow hard." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 12times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "blow 4, breathe 2, seething 2, blown 1, lose 1, snuffed 1, give up 1."

Word Study on "pictures" - Strong says the Hebrew word "pictures" ( מַשְׂכִּית) (H 4906) means, "a figure (carved on stone, the wall or any object)," and is used figuratively to mean, "imagination." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "picture 2, image 1, wish 1, conceit 1, imagery 1."

Proverbs 25:11 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 15:23, "A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in due season, how good is it!" 

Proverbs 25:12 As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear. 
Proverbs 25:13 As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul of his masters. 
Proverbs 25:14 Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind without rain. 
Proverbs 25:14 — "Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 

Proverbs 20:6, "Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?"

Proverbs 25:14 — "is like clouds and wind without rain" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

2 Peter 2:17, "These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever."

Jude 1:12, "These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;"

Proverbs 25:15 By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone.
Proverbs 25:15 — "By long forbearing is a prince persuaded" - Word Study on "persuaded" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "entice" ( פָּתָה) (H 6601) means, "to spread out, to open, to be roomy." Strong says this primitive root word literally means, "to open, to be roomy." In a mental or moral sense, it is used figuratively to mean, "to be made simple or to delude." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "entice 10, deceive 8, persuade 4, flatter 2, allure 1, enlarge 1, silly one 1, silly 1." From this same primitive root comes the much-used word "simple" ( פֶּתִי) (H 6612), which is found 15 times in the book of Proverbs of its 19 Old Testament uses.

Comments- Jesus gave illustrations of the need to be persistent in our prayers in the story of the midnight visit from a friend ( Luke 11:5-13) and in the Parable of the Unjust Judge ( Luke 18:2-5).

Proverbs 25:16-17 — Too Much of Something Good is not Always Good - Proverbs 25:16-17 has a common theme that teaches how too much of something good is not always good. Honey is good, but too much brings about bad results. Also, it is good to visit neighbours, but if you stay too long, they get irritable and want you to leave.

Proverbs 25:16 Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 
Proverbs 25:16 — Comments- Too much of something good is not good. Proverbs 25:16 teaches about discipline and control of one"s appetites in life. God "gives us richly all things to enjoy" ( 1 Timothy 6:17). We are to use the things of this earth wisely, so that we do not become addicted to earthly possessions.

Proverbs 25:17 Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour"s house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee. 
Proverbs 25:17 — Comments- A person overspends his welcome at his neighbour's house when he begins to look to man for help. Man's patience and provision is limited, and can be wearied if providing for someone continually. Proverbs 25:17 implies that staying in the neighbour's house is a sign of leaning on the arm of flesh, when each person must learn to look to the Lord for his daily provisions.

For example, I manage a Christian television station in Kampala, Uganda. Although we have good relations with political leaders in Uganda, we rarely approach these high officials for help, lest we weary them with constant requests. Rather than overuse our welcome, we only call them in times of crises.

Proverbs 25:18-20 — Betrayal and Poor Judgment - Proverbs 25:18-19 have a common theme in that they both teach on betrayal. Some of the deepest pains from human relationships come from the betrayal of someone trusted. This causes a sharp pain, which is symbolized as a sharp sword or a broken tooth. Proverbs 25:20 deals with a similar aspect of being hurt by others through their poor judgment rather than ill intent. 

Proverbs 25:18 A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow. 
Proverbs 25:18 — Comments- When someone tells a lie against it, it pierces us in the depths of our heart.

Proverbs 25:19 Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint.
Proverbs 25:20 As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart.
Proverbs 25:20 — Word Study on "nitre" - Strong says the Hebrew word "nitre" "nether" ( נֶתר) (H 5427) means, "mineral potash." Webster defines "potash" as, "The hydroxide of potassium hydrate, a hard white brittle substance, KOH, having strong caustic and alkaline properties; -- hence called also caustic potash." Webster defines nitre as, "A white crystalline semitransparent salt; potassium nitrate; saltpeter." Other English translations use the word "lye" (ASV, RSV). Webster defines lye as, "A strong caustic alkaline solution of potassium salts, obtained by leaching wood ashes. It is much used in making soap, etc."

This Hebrew word is found twice in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as, "nitre 2." The other use is found in Jeremiah 2:22.

Jeremiah 2:22, "For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD."

Proverbs 25:20 — Comments - Instead of becoming unsympathetic to man's plight, we are to rejoice with them who rejoice and weep with them who do weep ( Romans 12:15). 

Romans 12:15, "Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep."



Verses 21-24 

Wisdom in Dealing with Adversity - Proverbs 25:21-24 focus on how to respond in love to one's enemy.

Proverbs 25:21 If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 
Proverbs 25:22 For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee.
Proverbs 25:21-22 — Comments - In Matthew 5:43-48 Jesus teaches on how to respond in love to our enemies, which is similar to Proverbs 25:21-22.

Matthew 5:43-48, "Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect."

Proverbs 25:23 The north wind driveth away rain: so doth an angry countenance a backbiting tongue. 
Proverbs 25:24 It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman and in a wide house. 


Verses 25-28 

Wisdom Regarding Self-Discipline - Proverbs 25:25-28 deals primarily with self-discipline. 

Proverbs 25:25 As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. 
Proverbs 25:25 — Illustration- Yesterday morning, my wife received some very bad news from home about her sister. Such news wearies the soul. However, God is faithful. That evening, my mother called and gave me much good news about my family, how my brother and his wife has won a large inheritance, how my sister and her husband has been given a new, high-paying Job , how my nephew is searching for the Lord. This was a confirmation from God that He had heard the bad news also and was there to bring us a word of encouragement. The good news served as a testimony that God will bring my wife's family through these difficult times just as He has brought my family through the exact same situation over twenty years ago, (August 4, 2002).

Proverbs 25:26 A righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring. 
Proverbs 25:26 — Comments - When a well became polluted in ancient times, it was capped and abandoned, never to supply fresh water again. When a righteous man who speaks the truth falls in sin because of the lure of wicked men, his voice is no longer heard. His words are abandoned and his witness forsaken. 135]

135] Jerry Vines and Jim Shaddix, Power in the Pulpit (Chicago, Illinois: Moody Press, 1999), 72.

Proverbs 25:27 It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search their own glory is not glory. 
Proverbs 25:27 — "so for men to search their own glory is not glory" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse in Proverbs 27:2, "Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips."

Proverbs 25:28 He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.
Proverbs 25:28 — Comments- When a person sets no boundaries in his life and emotions, he is like a city without walls, which has no boundaries.

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-12 

Wisdom in Dealing with the Foolish: How to Deal with Fools in Establishing Righteousness in the Land - Proverbs 26:1-12 focuses upon how to deal with fools in order to establish peace and righteousness in the land. While Solomon's first collection of sayings describes the characteristics that identify a fool, his second collection explains how to respond to and discipline him. He should not be honored for his foolish acts ( Proverbs 27:1; Proverbs 27:8), he will have curses and problems in his life ( Proverbs 26:2), correction and discipline is the only way to make him act properly ( Proverbs 26:3), we are not to respond to his foolishness with the same ( Proverbs 26:4), but rather rebuke him with wisdom ( Proverbs 26:5), we are not to entrust a fool with responsibilities or hired services ( Proverbs 26:6; Proverbs 26:10), we must realize a fool cannot understand truth spoken to him in parables ( Proverbs 26:7; Proverbs 26:9), and it is a waste of time to expect a fool to correct his lifestyle, seeing there is no hope of getting him to change his ways ( Proverbs 26:11-12). 

Proverbs 26:1 As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, so honour is not seemly for a fool.
Proverbs 26:1 — "and as rain in harvest" - Illustration: 
1 Samuel 12:17, "Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the LORD, and he shall send thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king."

Proverbs 26:1 — "so honor is not seemly for a fool" - Illustrations:
Judges 9:1-57 - Abimelech.

Esther 3:1 thru Proverbs 7:10 - Haman.

Psalm 12:8, "The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted."

Ecclesiastes 10:5-7, "There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, as an error which proceedeth from the ruler: Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place. I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth."

Proverbs 26:2 As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come.
Proverbs 26:2 — "as the bird by wandering" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Isaiah 16:2, "For it shall be, that, as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, so the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon."

Proverbs 26:2 — "so the curse causeless shall not come" - Comments- Note other translations:

Brenton, "As birds and sparrows fly, so a curse shall not come upon any one without a cause."

DRC, "As a bird flying to other places, and a sparrow going here or there: so a curse uttered without cause shall come upon a man."

WEB, "Like a fluttering sparrow, Like a darting swallow, So the undeserved curse doesn"t come to rest."

Illustration- Note the story of Balaam:

Numbers 23:8, "How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the LORD hath not defied?"

Deuteronomy 23:4-5, Because they met you not with bread and with water in the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt; and because they hired against thee Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee. Nevertheless the LORD thy God would not hearken unto Balaam; but the LORD thy God turned the curse into a blessing unto thee, because the LORD thy God loved thee."

Nehemiah 13:2, "Because they met not the children of Israel with bread and with water, but hired Balaam against them, that he should curse them: howbeit our God turned the curse into a blessing."

Proverbs 26:2 — Comments- In Deuteronomy 27:11-26, Moses says, "Cursed be he that…" This passage gives a long list of reason why the curse comes upon someone's life. Not a single curse comes without a cause. A curse must have a basis for coming into a person's life. If this basis exists in a person's life, it can be removed and the blessings of God will come in place of the curse.

Proverbs 26:2 tells us that everything on this earth is subject to spiritual and physical laws of God. The basic fundamental law that operates in this world is seedtime and harvest. Thus, just as a blessing has a cause, or law, in operation when it comes, so does a curse.

Proverbs 26:3 A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool"s back. 
Proverbs 26:3 — Comments- Proverbs 26:3 tells us that the only restraints a fool submits to come from the rod of discipline inflicted by those in authority over him; for he has no self-discipline. God gave mankind the knowledge to use the whip to discipline the horse, and the bridle for the ass, and he gave man the institution of law and order and punishment to discipline those foolish enough to break the law.

Proverbs 26:4 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.
Proverbs 26:4 — Comments- John Wesley says, "So as to imitate his folly, by passionate or reproachful speeches." 136] In other words, do not reply to a fool in the same manner that he is acting or responding to you. Rather, use God"s grace and wisdom in responding to him.

136] John Wesley, Notes on the Old Testament: Proverbs -, Malachi , in The Wesleyan Heritage Library Commentary [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2002), comments on Proverbs 26:4.

Proverbs 26:5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.
Proverbs 26:5 — Word Study on "conceit" - Strong says the Hebrew word "conceit" ( עַיִן) (H 5869) means, "an eye," and figuratively, "a fountain (as the eye of the landscape)." 

Scripture References- Note:

Romans 12:16, "Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits."

Proverbs 26:5 — Comments- John Wesley says, "So as his folly needs and requires, convincing him strongly, reproving him sharply, and exposing him to just shame." 137] In others words, reprove him in wisdom so that he sees his folly.

137] John Wesley, Notes on the Old Testament: Proverbs -, Malachi , in The Wesleyan Heritage Library Commentary [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2002), comments on Proverbs 26:5.

Proverbs 26:5 — Illustrations:
1 Kings 22:24-25, "But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near, and smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of the LORD from me to speak unto thee? And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see in that day, when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself."

Matthew 15:1-3, "Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?"

Matthew 16:1-4, "The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven. He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed."

Titus 1:12-14, "One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth."

Proverbs 26:4-5 — Comments - Proverbs 26:4-5 may appear to be contradictory at first, but they do not conflict. Proverbs 26:4 tells us not to act like the fool, lest we become one. Proverbs 26:5 tells us to respond to a fool wisely, so that he can see his folly.

Proverbs 26:6 He that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage.
Proverbs 26:6 — Word Study on "damage" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( חָמָס) (H 2555) literally means, "violence, wrong, unjust gain."

Proverbs 26:6 — Comments - In underdeveloped nations today, a runner is used to do errands. Sending a letter by a runner is sometimes more reliable than by mail. A faithful runner is a great asset to an organization, but a slothful runner causes problems. 

Proverbs 10:26, "As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him."

Proverbs 13:17, "A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but a faithful ambassador is health."

Proverbs 25:13, "As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul of his masters."

Numbers 13:30-32, "And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel,"

Proverbs 26:6 — Comments- Note another translation:

Brenton, "He that sends a message by a foolish messenger procures for himself a reproach from his own ways."

Proverbs 26:7 The legs of the lame are not equal: so is a parable in the mouth of fools.
Proverbs 26:7 — "The legs of the lamb are not equal" - Word Study on "are not equal" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "are not equal" ( דָּלַל) (H 1809) means, "to hang down, to be pendulous, to swing, to wave." Strong says it literally mean, "to slaken, to be feeble," and "figuratively, "to be oppressed." BDB says it means, "to hang, to be low, to languish."

Comments- John Wesley follows the KJV translation for ( דָּלַל), saying, "In the Hebrew, it says, ‘the legs of the lame are lifted up', in going, or in dancing, which is done with great inequality and uncomeliness. Song of Solomon - No less incident are wise and pious speeches from a foolish and ungodly man." 138]

138] John Wesley, Notes on the Old Testament: Proverbs -, Malachi , in The Wesleyan Heritage Library Commentary [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2002), comments on Proverbs 26:7.

Proverbs 26:7 — "so is a parable in the mouth of fools" - Illustrations:
Matthew 7:4-5, "Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother"s eye."

Luke 4:23, "And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country."

Proverbs 26:7 — Comments- Gesenius says, "the legs hang down (as a useless weight) from the lame, and (equally useless) is a sententious saying in the mouth of fools." 139] In other words, as the legs of the lamb are useless, so is a proverb to a fool. A fool may be able to quote a proverb; but, it is as useless in his mouth as lame feet are to a crippled man. A fool cannot use a proverb no more than a lame man can use his feet to walk.

139] See Gesenius on ( דָּלַל).

In Jewish culture the children are often taught by oral tradition, so that they memorize many Old Testament passages and traditional stories. Thus, a Jewish person could quote an enormous amount of wise sayings. However, the fool could not use them.

Our legs take us on the journey of life. In like manner proverbs are designed to give man guidance along his journey by helping him make wise decisions. 

Proverbs 26:7 — Comments- Note other translations:

ASV, "The legs of the lame hang loose: So is a parable in the mouth of fools."

BBE, "The legs of one who has no power of walking are hanging loose; so is a wise saying in the mouth of the foolish."

JPS, "The legs hang limp from the lame; so is a parable in the mouth of fools."

WEB, "The legs of the lame hang loose: So is a parable in the mouth of fools."

YLT, "Weak have been the two legs of the lame, And a parable in the mouth of fools"

Proverbs 26:8 As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is he that giveth honour to a fool.
Proverbs 26:8 — Comments - There are a number of ways to translate and interpret Proverbs 26:8. 

(1) Casting Gems Onto a Stone Pile - If the Hebrew word ( מַרְגֵּמָה) (H 4773) means, "stone-heap," then some understand this as a reference to a precious stone being placed upon a stone heap. 140] Adam Clarke says this verse may be translated to read, "As a piece of precious stone in a heap of stones, so is he that giveth honour to a fool." He says this rendering would mean, "It is useless to throw a jewel among a heap of stones to increase its bulk, as to give honour to a fool," and it probably refers, as Coverdale understands it, to the custom of throwing a stone to the heap under which a criminal was buried. 141] Note two English translations that bring out this meaning:

140] Roland E. Murphy, Proverb, in Word Biblical Commentary, vol 22 (Dallas, Texas: Word, Incorporated, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Proverbs 26:8.

141] Adam Clarke, Proverbs , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 26:8.

Coverdale, "He ty setteth a foole in hye dignite, ty is en as yf a man dyd cast a precious stone vp ey gallous."

Darby, "As a bag of gems in a stoneheap, so is he that giveth honour to a fool."

(2) Casting a Stone on Mercury's Heap- If the Hebrew word ( מַרְגֵּמָה) (H 4773) means, "stone-heap," then some understand this as a reference the stone piles along highways that were dedicated to the deity Mercury. Thus, the Vulgate reads, "Sicut qui mittit lapidem in acervum Mercurii, ita qui tribuit insipienti honorem" (VgClem), meaning, "As he who throws a stone to Mercury"s heap, so is he who gives honour to a fool." Clarke says Mercury was a heathen god of highways. 142] John Gills says his statues were erected where two roads met.; and stones were cast in a heap by this statue as a sign of gratitude towards this deity. 143] Note a modern English translation that bring out this meaning:

142] Adam Clarke, Proverbs , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 26:8.

143] John Gill, Proverbs , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Proverbs 26:8.

DRC, "As he that casteth a stone into the heap of Mercury: so is he that giveth honour to a fool."

(3) Binding a Stone in a Slingshot- The Hebrew word ( מַרְגֵּמָה) (H 4773) is normally understood to mean, "sling." 144] Thus, most modern English translations maintain the sense of a stone bound in a sling shot.

144] Roland E. Murphy, Proverb, in Word Biblical Commentary, vol 22 (Dallas, Texas: Word, Incorporated, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Proverbs 26:8.

ASV, "one that bindeth a stone in a sling, So is he that giveth honor to a fool."

Brenton, "He that binds up a stone in a sling, is like one that gives glory to a fool."

ESV, "Like one who binds the stone in the sling is one who gives honor to a fool."

NAB, "Like one who entangles the stone in the sling is he who gives honor to a fool."

NASB, "Like one who binds a stone in a sling, So is he who gives honor to a fool."

NCV, "Giving honor to a foolish person is like tying a stone in a slingshot."

NET, "Like tying a stone in a sling, so is giving honor to a fool."

NIV, "Like tying a stone in a sling is the giving of honor to a fool."

NLT, "Honoring a fool is as foolish as tying a stone to a slingshot."

Rotherham, "Like tying a stone to a sling, Song of Solomon , is he that giveth honour, to a dullard."

RSV, "Like one who binds the stone in the sling is he who gives honor to a fool."

YLT, "As one who is binding a stone in a sling, So is he who is giving honour to a fool."

John Wesley says, "Whereby he hinders his own design of throwing the stone out of it. "So" - No less absurd is he that giveth to a fool that honour which he is not capable of using aright." 145] That Isaiah , it is just as absurd to give a fool honor as it is to bind the stone in the sling.

145] John Wesley, Notes on the Old Testament: Proverbs -, Malachi , in The Wesleyan Heritage Library Commentary [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2002), comments on Proverbs 26:8.

If a stone is bound to a slingshot so that it remains in the sling when used, it will come back and harm its user. In the same way, a person who gives honor to a fool finds harm coming back upon him as he attempts to have a relationship with the fool. In other words, a fool will ultimately harm those around him.

Jesus said in Matthew 7:6 that it is useless to cast pearls before swine, so would be a waste of money and effort to cast a precious stone on top of a heap of useless stones.

Matthew 7:6, "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you." 

Proverbs 26:9 As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, so is a parable in the mouth of fools.
Proverbs 26:9 — Comments- A drunkard loses his feelings for pain, and is no longer sensitive to feel those things that bring harm. So is a fool with his words and parables. He has no ability to sense the effect or meaning of his words. He does not know wisdom when he hears it, just like a drunkard does not know when he is injured."

BBE, "Like a thorn which goes up into the hand of a man overcome by drink, so is a wise saying in the mouth of a foolish man."

Note translations that show alternative meanings:

Brenton, "Thorns grow in the hand of a drunkard, and servitude in the hand of fools."

DRC, "As if a thorn should grow in the hand of a drunkard: so is a parable in the mouth of fools."

Proverbs 26:10 The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth transgressors. 
Proverbs 26:11 As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly. 
Proverbs 26:11 — Comments- Proverbs 26:11 is quoted in 2 Peter 2:22. Its redemptive message reflects the fact that some who accept Christ Jesus as their Saviour will be led astray by false teachings, lured by the lust of the flesh, returning to their old sinful habits. Peter tells us that their latter end will be worse than their beginning depravity.

2 Peter 2:22, "But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire."

Proverbs 26:12 Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him. 


Verses 1-28 

Proverbs 22:26-27 — Third Saying (Tetrastitch) - Proverbs 22:26 forms a single proverbial thought using four lines. This is called a tetrastitch.

Proverbs 22:26 Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts. 
Proverbs 22:27 If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy bed from under thee? 
Proverbs 22:28 — Fourth Saying (Distitch) - Comments- Proverbs 22:28 forms a single proverbial thought using two lines, which is called a distitch. 
Proverbs 22:28 Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.
Proverbs 22:28 — Comments- The Mosaic Law made provisions for preserving the ancient boundary marks set by the founding fathers of the nation of Israel ( Deuteronomy 19:14; Deuteronomy 27:17). These boundary marks were originally set during the time of Joshua during the allotment of the land to the twelve tribes of Israel immediately after the conquest of the Promised Land ( Joshua 13:1 to Joshua 21:45). During the course of the nation's history, land was lost because of poverty, or the need to sell one's land; it was lost by marauding groups from neighbouring countries; it was taken by corruption ( Job 24:2). For example, King Ahab killed Naboth and took possession of his land ( 1 Kings 21:1-16). Today in many countries, the office of land registry is corrupted, so that government officials change land titles through bribes, or land owners simply encroach out of their boundaries and steal portions of neighbouring land.

Deuteronomy 19:14, "Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour"s landmark, which they of old time have set in thine inheritance, which thou shalt inherit in the land that the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it."

Deuteronomy 27:17, "Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour"s landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen."

Job 24:2, "Some remove the landmarks; they violently take away flocks, and feed thereof."

Scripture Reference- Note a similar proverb:

Proverbs 23:10, "Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless:"



Verses 13-16 

Wisdom in Dealing with the Sluggard - Proverbs 26:13-16 teaches us about the sluggard.

Proverbs 26:13 The slothful man saith, There is a lion in the way; a lion is in the streets. 
Proverbs 26:14 As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed. 
Proverbs 26:15 The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth.
Proverbs 26:16 The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason.
Proverbs 26:16 — Comments- You cannot reason with a slothful person, because he is wise in his own eyes. The number seven used in Proverbs 26:16 implies divine wisdom.



Verses 17-28 

Wisdom in Dealing with the Liar - Proverbs 26:17-28 teaches us how to deal with busy-bodies and gossips in our relationships with others.

Proverbs 26:17 He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears.
Proverbs 26:17 — Word Study on "strife" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "strife" ( רִיב) (H 7379) means, "to contend, to strive," and "to contend forenically, to plead a cause." Strong says it means, "a contest," and comes from the primitive root verb ( רִיב) (H 7378), which means, "to toss, grapple, wrangle, i.e, to hold a controversy."

Proverbs 26:19 So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and saith, Am not I in sport? 
Proverbs 26:20 Where no wood Isaiah , there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. 
Proverbs 26:21 As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a contentious man to kindle strife.
Proverbs 26:20-21 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 

James 3:5-6, "Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell."

Proverbs 26:27 Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him. 
Proverbs 26:27 — Comments- Digging a pit means devising ways that make the righteous go astray. Note a similar verse that gives insight into the meaning of Proverbs 26:27 :

Proverbs 28:10, "Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession."

Proverbs 26:28 A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and a flattering mouth worketh ruin.
27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-5 

Proverbs About Misc Activities - Proverbs 27:1 to Proverbs 29:27 make up a collection of proverbs that deal with miscellaneous activities.

Proverbs 27:1 Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.
Proverbs 27:1 — Scripture References- Note a similar passage:

James 4:13, "Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil."

Proverbs 27:2 Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips. 
Proverbs 27:2 — Scripture References- Proverbs 27:2 makes a similar statement to Proverbs 25:27 :

Proverbs 25:27, "It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search their own glory is not glory."

Proverbs 27:3 A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty; but a fool"s wrath is heavier than them both. 
Proverbs 27:4 Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?
Proverbs 27:4 — Comments- Note that the same Hebrew word "envy (H 7068) is translated "jealousy" in Proverbs 6:34-35.

Proverbs 6:34-35, "For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts."

Proverbs 27:5 Open rebuke is better than secret love.
Proverbs 27:5 — Illustration- Paul rebukes Peter: 

Galatians 2:14, "But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?"



Verses 1-27 

Proverbs 28:1 The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion. 
Proverbs 28:1 — Comments- Proverbs 28:1 tells us that the wicked make fear-based decisions even when danger is not present. The wicked flee because they are afraid. This is because the world is fear-based, while God's children are faith-based. In other words, the world makes decisions based upon fear, but we make our decisions based upon faith in God's Word. 

Proverbs 28:2 For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but by a man of understanding and knowledge the state thereof shall be prolonged.
Proverbs 28:2 — Comments- A nation with just leaders will have longer years of reigns than a wicked nation where kings are quickly cut off. A corrupt land is an unstable land. There is much infighting over power and politics. For example, in 922 B.C. the nation of Israel is divided into southern Judah and northern Israel. While the more stable southern Judah had nineteen kings in period of three hundred thirty-five (335) years before its destruction in 586 B.C. by the king of Babylon, northern Israel had twenty kings in a period of only two hundred years. Thus, politically, Judah was more stable than northern Israel.

Judah has 19 kings, 1queen and lasts for 335 years (922-587 B.C.).

Israel has 20 kings and only lasts 200 years (922 - 724B.C.).

Proverbs 28:3 A poor man that oppresseth the poor is like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food. 
Proverbs 28:4 They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the law contend with them. 
Proverbs 28:5 Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the LORD understand all things.
Proverbs 28:5 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse in 1 Corinthians 2:14-15, "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

Proverbs 28:6 Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich. 
Proverbs 28:7 Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: but he that is a companion of riotous men shameth his father. 
Proverbs 28:8 He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor. 
Proverbs 28:8 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 13:22, "A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children"s children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just."

Ecclesiastes 2:26, "For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight Wisdom of Solomon , and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit."

Proverbs 28:9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination. 
Proverbs 28:10 Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession.
Proverbs 28:10 — "Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 26:27, "Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him."

Proverbs 28:10 — "the upright shall have good things in possession" - Illustration- In 1990 I had just bought an old used car from a fellow employee of Brown Trail Apartments for only US$ 12500. I had done it out of good will because he had desperately needed the cash. But the Lord then spoke to me and said, "You have to stop buying the worst so that you can have the best." I soon took courage, gave this car back to the person I had purchased it from as a free give to him and went out and purchased a new car. 

Proverbs 28:12 When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden. 
Proverbs 28:12 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 28:28, "When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they perish, the righteous increase."

Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.
Proverbs 28:13 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

Proverbs 28:18 Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once. 
Proverbs 28:18 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 10:9, "He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known."

Proverbs 28:19 He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough. 
Proverbs 28:20 A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent.
Proverbs 28:20 — Illustration- Abraham: 

Genesis 14:22-24, "And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion."

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 10:22, "The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it."

1 Timothy 6:10, "For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."

Proverbs 28:28 When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they perish, the righteous increase.
Proverbs 28:28 — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 28:12, "When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden."

Proverbs 29:1 Hebrews , that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. 
Proverbs 29:1 — "and that without remedy" - Word Study on "remedy" - The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word ( מַרְפֵּא) (H 4832) is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "health 5, healing 3, remedy 3, incurable 1, cure 1, sound 1, wholesome 1, yielding 1."

Comments- Note other uses of this same Hebrew word, "remedy":

2 Chronicles 36:16, "But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.

Proverbs 6:15, "Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy."

The opposite of "remedy" would be "trouble or calamity." Note the use of the same Hebrew as it is translated "health, healing":

Jeremiah 8:15, "We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble!"

Jeremiah 14:19, "Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble!



Verses 6-8 

Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.
Proverbs 27:6 — — "but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful" - Illustration: 
Luke 22:48, "But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?"

Proverbs 27:6 — Comments- In Matthew 7:1-6 Jesus teaches us about judging our neighbour. We are to avoid being critical of our neighbour ( Proverbs 7:1-4). Instead, we are to live a lifestyle of godliness so that we can speak words of wisdom and advice into the lives of others ( Proverbs 7:5). If they reject what we have to offer, we are not to push Christian teachings into their face, lest they become offended at God's Word and further bring judgment upon themselves ( Proverbs 7:6). Rather, we are to discern their hearts and help those who will accept our ministry ( Proverbs 7:6). This is why Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and told them that he that is spiritual is to judge (or discern) all things while not being found guilty of sin and judged by others ( 1 Corinthians 2:15). That Isaiah , we are supposed to live a godly lifestyle without sin by being mature enough to be able to discern between good and evil in our lives as well as those around us.

1 Corinthians 2:15, "But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man."

Solomon made a similar statement in Proverbs 9:8, "Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he will love thee." We are to correct those who are in error. If they are rebellious, the burden to correct them is not upon us. However, we are to have enough discernment to recognize when someone is receptive to correction, and offer such in a spirit of love. Solomon as well said, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful." ( Proverbs 27:6) If we speak the truth in love when correcting others, we may initially wound someone's heart, but such wounds in the lives of the humble will quickly heal.

Proverbs 27:7 The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.
Proverbs 27:7 — Comments- In Psalm 19:10; Psalm 119:103, God's Word is likened to honey. A man who is satisfied and full of this world's goods is a man who loathes God's Words and the things of God. However, to a man who is seeking fellowship with God, even the bitter things of the Christian live, such as persecutions and even the chastisement of our heavenly Father, are sweeter than the pleasures of this world's goods.

Psalm 19:10, "More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb."

Psalm 119:103, "How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!"

When we learned to walk in the path that Jesus has called us, we find of peace, fullness and abundance. This is a path that drops fatness.

Psalm 65:11, "Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness."

However, mixed within these manifold blessings is a life of self-discipline that crucifies the flesh, as well as unpleasant experiences, such as persecutions and suffering for the name of Jesus. But this does not means that these experiences are leanness to our soul, for the Scriptures declare that to a hungry soul, even the bitter things in life are sweet Proverbs 27:7).

This means that when we continue to follow Jesus in the difficult times, He has a way of bringing us through such bitter experiences within an inner peace and joy that passes understanding, for this inner joy is s divine joy placed there by God, a joy that does not precede from the flesh, but from the spirit of man. Thus, does our walk with Jesus drop fatness at all times, both in the easy times and in the difficult times.

Proverbs 27:8 As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place. 
Proverbs 27:8 — Comments- In the realm of nature, a bird's nest is a place of rest ( Luke 9:58), of refuge, and of reproduction, which a bird needs in order to fulfill its designed destiny in nature. The concept of a wandering bird describes a creature without rest, refuge and reproduction, a situation that foreshadows the death of any creature in nature. There are species of birds that fly and nest in flocks for protection against predators. Their sheer numbers decrease the likelihood of one individual's capture out of a vast multitude, and that one nest of hatchlings will survive although some are eaten. Such animals that live in large social groups become disoriented when alone, and wander, as Proverbs 27:8 describes.

Luke 9:58, "And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head."

My family and I went on a safari to Lake Mburo, Uganda. We sent out on the lake and a game warden showed us some large bird nests in trees by the lake, with monkeys climbing the trees trying to gain access to the bird eggs. He explained that the hammerkop, a small stork of the East African wetlands, builds an enormously large nest of twigs and branches in a tree over hanging the water to protect itself from larger predators. It also makes the entrance to this next at the bottom of the large nest, so that the monkeys who climb the same tree and branches cannot enter the nest. 

When a man is walking in the path of Wisdom of Solomon , in the plan of God for his life, he has entered into a place of rest. When a man wanders outside this path, he no longer has rest, but becomes lost in despair. He encounters continuous problems in life.



Verses 9-16 

Proverbs 27:9 Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth the sweetness of a man"s friend by hearty counsel. 
Proverbs 27:9 — Word Study on "ointment" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ointment" ( שֶׁמֶן) (H 8081) means, "grease, especially liquid (as from the olive, often perfumed)," and figuratively, "richness." He says it comes from the primitive root ( שָׁמֵן) (H 8080), which means, "to shine, to be oily or gross." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 193times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "oil 165, ointment 14, olive 4, oiled 2, fat 2, things 2, misc 4." 

Proverbs 27:9 — Word Study on "perfume" - Strong says the Hebrew word "perfume" ( קְטֹרֶת) (H 7004) means, "fumigation," and it comes from the primitive root ( מֻקְטָר) (H 6999), which means, "to smoke, i.e. to turn into fragrance by fire." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 60 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "incense 57, perfume 3." 

Proverbs 27:10 Thine own friend, and thy father"s friend, forsake not; neither go into thy brother"s house in the day of thy calamity: for better is a neighbour that is near than a brother far off. 
Proverbs 27:11 My Song of Solomon , be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him that reproacheth me. 
Proverbs 27:12 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished. 
Proverbs 27:12 — Word Study on "hideth himself" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hideth himself" ( סָתַר) (H 5641) is a primitive root that means, "to hide (by covering), literally or figuratively."

Proverbs 27:12 — Comments- A prudent man is one who has taken the time to learn how to hear and obey the voice of wisdom. Therefore, he hears the voice of the Holy Spirit warning him about the evil ahead. Now the simple person is not necessary an evil person, but he is someone who has been too lazy to learn the Word of God and how to discern the voice of wisdom. 

Sometimes the Lord will warn us of danger through a dream in order that we may pray and bind the devil from bringing harm. 

Scripture Reference- Note the same verse in Proverbs 22:3.

Proverbs 22:3, "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished."

Proverbs 27:14 He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, it shall be counted a curse to him.
Proverbs 27:14 — Word Study on "a curse" - Strong says the Hebrew word "curse" ( קלָלָה) (H 7045) means "vilification."

Proverbs 27:14 — Comments- It was the custom to greet others in the morning with a blessing. 

Illustration:
Ruth 2:4, "And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee."

Proverbs 27:15 A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike.
Proverbs 27:15 — Comments- Living in a house with a dripping faucet is very annoying. So can a contentious woman drive away a man.



Verses 17-22 

Proverbs 27:17 Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.
Proverbs 27:17 — Comments- A man's countenance shows his spirit. Note: 

Proverbs 15:13, "A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken."

Ecclesiastes 10:9-10 says that a blunt axe takes more strength to cut wood:

Ecclesiastes 10:9-10, "Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood shall be endangered thereby. If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct."

A sharp axe allows you to chop wood with greater ease and less strength. A sharp axe is like a cheerful countenance. Therefore, a blunt axe is like a dull countenance. How much easier it is to carry on the tasks of life with a cheerful heart, rather than a dull, unhappy heart. 

Also, the countenance of a friend strengthens a man when he is low spiritually. The best place to go is to a friend, for he will sharpen your countenance. 

Proverbs 27:17 — Comments- Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts regarding Proverbs 27:17 :

"Turn thy face toward Me, and leave to Me the responsibility of probing thy soul. I am the Master Surgeon. I am skilled in all cures of the soul as well as those of the body. Let Me care for thy health. Delight thyself in Me, and I shall bring about that which ye desire to see in thy character and personality. Feed upon My Word. It is there that ye shall come to a clearer understanding of My Person. Only as ye know Me can ye come to be more like Me. In association with others, man taketh to himself a measure of the mannerisms and ideologies of these other persons. So shall it be likewise to those who spend much time in My company. Silently, and without conscious effort, thou shalt be changed." 146]

146] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 168.

Proverbs 27:18 Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth on his master shall be honoured. 
Proverbs 27:18 — Comments- When we support a ministry with prayer and financial giving, we will receive some of the same eternal rewards that the great minister himself will receive.

Proverbs 27:19 As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man. 
Proverbs 27:20 Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. 
Proverbs 27:20 — Comments- Those men who are in positions of much gain, if they have a greedy heart, find themselves dissatisfied with their accumulations of gain. They chase after more, and their eyes are not content with the wealth they now have.

Proverbs 27:21 As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so is a man to his praise. 
Proverbs 27:21 — Word Study on "praise" - Strong says the Hebrew word "mahalal" ( מַהֲלָל) (H 4110) means, "fame." It is used only once in the Old Testament, being translated "praise" in Proverbs 27:21. Strong says it comes from the primitive root "halal" ( הָלַל) (H 1984), which literally means, "to be clear, to shine, to make a show, to boast, to be foolish, to rave, to celebrate." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 165 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "praise 117, glory 14, boast 10, mad 8, shine 3, foolish 3, fools 2, commended 2, rage 2, celebrate 1, give 1, marriage 1, renowned 1."

Proverbs 27:22 Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him. 
Proverbs 27:22 — Comments- Foolishness is bound in the heart. It is not easily driven out of a person. As an adult, foolishness is hard to change. The Scriptures tell us to deal with this problem when he is a child ( Proverbs 22:15).

Proverbs 22:15, "Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him."



Verses 23-27 

Eleven-Line Ode - Proverbs 27:23-27 forms an eleven-line ode, which teaches on diligence in one's work so provisions can be made for one's household.

Proverbs 27:23 Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. 
Proverbs 27:23 — Word Study on "know" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "know" ( יָדַע) (H 3045) means, "to see," hence, "to perceive, to acquire knowledge, to know, to be acquainted." Strong says it is a primitive root meaning, "to know, to ascertain by seeing." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 947 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "know 645, known 105, knowledge 19, perceive 18, shew 17, tell 8, wist 7, understand 7, certainly 7, acknowledge 6, acquaintance 6, consider 6, declare 6, teach 5, misc 85." This Hebrew word is used 35 times in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 27:23 — Word Study on "state" - Strong says the Hebrew word "state" "paniym" ( פָּנֶה) (H 6440) literally means "a face," However, it is often used figuratively, as in Proverbs 27:23, to refer to the appearance of something. The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2109 times in the Old Testament.

Proverbs 27:23 — Comments- The phrase "Be thou diligent to know" is a Hebraism found often in poetry, where a word is repeated twice for emphasis. The Hebrew text literally reads, "You know to know."

28 Chapter 28 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-9 

Proverbs 29:1 — Illustrations- God destroyed the army of Pharaoh in the Red Sea after they had been warned of God's pending wrath. They had seen the ten plagues upon the land of Egypt. They knew that God was mighty to judge. Yet, in the hardness of their hearts, they chose to persecute the people of God.

God destroyed the children of Israel in the wilderness because they hardened their hearts ( Hebrews 3:7-11).

Hebrews 3:7-11, "Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)"

God destroyed the two sons of Eli, because they did not hearken unto His voice ( 1 Samuel 3:13-14).

1 Samuel 3:13-14, "For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli"s house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever."

Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.
Proverbs 29:2 — Comments- We see the rejoicing of the children of Israel during the reigns of David, Song of Solomon , Hezekiah and Josiah. The children of Israel mourned during the time of the Judges because they had backslidden from the Lord.

The word of God came to John the Baptist during a period of Jewish history when tyrants ruled over them ( Luke 3:1-3).

Luke 3:1-3, "Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;"

Paul tells the Church to pray for righteous leadership ( 1 Timothy 2:2).

1 Timothy 2:2, "For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty."

Proverbs 29:2 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 11:10, "When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting."

Proverbs 29:3 Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: but he that keepeth company with harlots spendeth his substance.
Proverbs 29:3 — Comments- The story of the Prodigal Son ( Luke 15:11-32) gives a great example of Proverbs 29:3, where one son's wisdom rejoiced the father, and the other son kept company with harlots.

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 15:20, "A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth his mother."

Proverbs 29:4 The king by judgment establisheth the land: but he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it. 
Proverbs 29:4 — Illustrations:
1 Samuel 13:13, "And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever."

2 Samuel 8:15, "And David reigned over all Israel; and David executed judgment and justice unto all his people."

In 1Kings 14, Jeroboam was warned by God of coming judgment because of his sins.

Proverbs 16:12, "It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established by righteousness."

Proverbs 29:14, "The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne shall be established for ever."



Verse 10 

Proverbs 29:10 The bloodthirsty hate the upright: but the just seek his soul. 
Proverbs 29:10 — "The bloodthirsty hate the upright" - Word Study on "bloodthirsty" - The English translation "the bloodthirsty" literally reads in the Hebrew text, "men of bloods."

Word Study on "the upright" - Strong says the Hebrew word "upright" ( תָּם) (H 8535) literally means, "complete," and used in a figurative or moral sense to mean, "pious," and it can also carry the meaning of "gentle or dear." He says it comes from a primitive root ( תָּמַם) (H 8552), meaning, "to be complete." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 13times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "perfect 9, undefiled 2, plain 1, upright 1." 

Comments - This Hebrew word is used to describe the character of Jacob as a man of a "gentle" lifestyle. 

Genesis 25:27, "And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain Prayer of Manasseh , dwelling in tents."

It is used five times in the book of Job to describe his character as a pious man. 

Job 1:1, "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil."

Comments- Perhaps the best illustration of the bloodthirsty hating the upright in the Scriptures is seen in Cain's hatred for Abel ( 1 John 3:12), and in Saul's hatred for David ( 1 Samuel 20:31).

1 John 3:12, "Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother"s righteous."

1 Samuel 20:31, "For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die."

We see it in King Ahab and Jezebel's hatred for Elijah and Micah.

1 Kings 21:20, "And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD."

1 Kings 22:8, "And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one Prayer of Manasseh , Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so."

We see it in the hatred that Herod's wife had for John the Baptist.

Mark 6:18-19, "For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother"s wife. Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not:"

We see how the Jewish leaders hated Jesus, as well as the disciples of the early church.

John 15:18-19, "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you."

Proverbs 29:10 — "but the just seek his soul" - Word Study on "just" - The word "just" is in the plural in the Hebrew text, so that it more properly reads, "the just ones."

Word Study on "seek" - Strong says the Hebrew word "seek" ( בָּקַשׁ) (H 1245) is a primitive root that means, "to search out." It implies, "to search out, to strive after." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 225 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "seek 189, require 14, request 4, seek out 4, enquired 3, besought 2, ask 2, sought for 2, begging 1, desire 1, get 1, inquisition 1, procureth 1."

Comments- Commentators offer four views for this phrase. 

(1) The Just Person Seeks the Well being of the Upright- The interpretation that is most accurate to the Hebrew text is to say that this phrase refers to the way the just person seeks the well being of the upright soul and attempts to protect him from evil men. He seeks such people to befriend and care for, in contrast to the hatred that bloodthirsty men have for the upright. This reading is most accurate to the Hebrew text; the bloodthirsty (plural) hate the upright (singular), while the just (plural) seek his soul (singular). Note:

Darby, "The bloodthirsty hate the perfect, but the upright care for his soul."

(2) The Just Person Seeks the Well being of the Bloodthirsty - This statement may refer to the way a just man seeks the well being of the unjust, such as Samuel praying for King Saul, or as Jeremiah praying for the sins of his nation, or as Jesus praying for those who crucified Him, or as Stephen prayed for those who were stoning him or as Paul prayed for his nation, which had persecuted him and rejected the Gospel.

1 Samuel 15:11, "It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night."

Jeremiah 13:17, "But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD"S flock is carried away captive."

Jeremiah 18:20, "Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they have digged a pit for my soul. Remember that I stood before thee to speak good for them, and to turn away thy wrath from them."

Luke 23:34, "Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots."

Acts 7:60, "And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep."

Romans 10:1, "Brethren, my heart"s desire and prayer to God for Israel Isaiah , that they might be saved."

One problem with this interpretation is that "the bloodthirsty" is plural in the Hebrew text and "his soul" is singular. 

(3) The Bloodthirsty Seeks the Life of the Upright- A third reading that is allowed within the Hebrew text Isaiah , "and [as for] the upright, they seek his life." This would mean that the bloodthirsty both hate the upright and they also seek his life to kill him. Several translations carry this meaning:

HNV, "The bloodthirsty hate a man of integrity; And they seek the life of the upright"

NIV, "Bloodthirsty men hate a man of integrity and seek to kill the upright."

However, for this reading to be fully justified, the Hebrew would have to read, "and (as for) the upright, they seek their life." Instead, the Hebrew text actually reads, "his life." Other translations also take this interpretation, but adjust the text to make "the upright" read as a singular noun instead of plural so that it reads properly. 

ASV, "The bloodthirsty hate him that is perfect; And as for the upright, they seek his life."

BBE, "Men of blood are haters of the good Prayer of Manasseh , and evil-doers go after his soul."

Rotherham, "Blood-thirsty men, hate the blameless Prayer of Manasseh , and, as for the upright, they seek his life."

RSV, "Bloodthirsty men hate one who is blameless, and the wicked seek his life."

Although this reading has strong support, it is not as accurate to the Hebrew text as the second reading discussed above. The translation has to be altered from its original meaning in order to read smoothly.

(4) The Upright Seeks the Integrity- John Gill refers to a fourth interpretation from the Targum that reads:

"Men that shed blood hate integrity; but the upright seek it." 

This would mean that the upright seek integrity, while men of blood hate it. However, the Hebrew text literally reads, "his soul," which refers to a person and not to a virtue. Thus, this interpretation is not likely.



Verses 11-22 

Proverbs 29:11 A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards. 
Proverbs 29:11 — Comments- A young child who is learning how to talk tends to speak all of his or her mind. Children hold nothing back. As we grow up, we learn to control our tongue. We learn that there is a time to speak and a time to keep silence. 

Illustration- As a business manager, I have learned the importance of reacting slowly to a situation. When I have reacted quickly and emotionally to a situation in the past, I have turned out to look like the fool. I have now learned to hold my composure for a period of time so that I can react to a person or a situation when my emotions are back under control. It is then that I can reason better and speak words of wisdom.

Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 
Proverbs 29:15 — "The rod and reproof give wisdom" - Comments- The rod represents physical punishment and reproof represents verbal warnings and correction. Proverbs 29:15 a says that there is a place for both methods to be used in training a child. One without the other will fail to bring the necessary results.

Proverbs 29:15 — Comments- In David"s role as a father, we see Solomon growing up and becoming a man of wisdom. This is evidence that Solomon received discipline from his father. David gave Solomon this discipline because he was being groomed to become the next king. We see Solomon make a reference to his father"s instructions in Proverbs 4:3-4.

Proverbs 4:3, "For I was my father"s Song of Solomon , tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live."

In contract, we see other sons of King David that did not received proper discipline. In the story of Amnon and Tamar ( 2 Samuel 13:1-20), we see that David neglected to discipline this sin in the life of his son. David"s refusal to discipline his son Absalom ended in the rebellion that cost the life of his son and the broken heart of David. 



Verses 23-27 

Proverbs 29:23 A man"s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit. 
Proverbs 29:23 — Word Study on "low" - Strong says the Hebrew word "low" ( שָׁפֵל) (H 8213) is a primitive root that means, "to depress, or sink." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 29 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "low 10, down 8, humble 7, abase 2, debase 1, put lower 1."

Proverbs 29:23 — Word Study on "the humble" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( שָׁפָל) (H 8217) literally and figuratively means, "depressed," This word comes from the primitive verb Hebrew ( שָׁפֵל) (H 8213), which is also used in the first part of this same verse.

Proverbs 29:26 Many seek the ruler"s favour; but every man"s judgment cometh from the LORD. 
Proverbs 29:26 — "but every man"s judgment cometh from the LORD" - Comments- Solomon had prayed for wisdom ( 1 Kings 3:9). In Proverbs 29:26 he acknowledges that all of his wisdom had come from the Lord.

1 Kings 3:9, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?"

Proverbs 29:27 An unjust man is an abomination to the just: and he that is upright in the way is abomination to the wicked.
30 Chapter 30 

Verse 1 

— "even unto Ithiel and Ucal" - Word Study on "Ithiel" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Ithiel" ( אִיתִיאֵל) (H 384) probably comes from two root words: ( אׂשֶׁר) (H 837), which means "happiness," and ( אֵל) (H 410), which means "strength." As an adjective, it means, "mighty," or "Almighty." Therefore, Strong gives the meaning of the name of Ithiel as "God has arrived." Another meaning of this name suggested is "signs of God," or "coming of God" (Hitchcock).

Comments- The only other use of this name in the Scriptures is found in Nehemiah 11:7, where Ithiel is the son of Jeshaiah of the tribe of Benjamin, who was one of the inhabitants of Jerusalem during the time of Nehemiah"s. Thus, the name appears to be Hebrew, and not a foreign name. — 

Nehemiah 11:7, "And these are the sons of Benjamin; Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jesaiah."

Word Study on "Ucal" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Ucal" ( אֻכָל) (H 401) is derived from the verb ( אָכַל) (H 398), which means "to eat." Thus, he gives the meaning of the Hebrew name Ucal as "devoured." Other suggestions for a meaning are "power, prevalency" (Hitchcock), and "I am strong" (Smith).

Comments- It is supposed that the Ithiel and Ucal are friends or pupils of Agur. However, PTW suggests that these are not names, but verbs, thus yielding a translation, "The man said, I have wearied myself, O God, I have wearied myself, O God, and am consumed." Several modern translations support this idea.

BBE, "The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh, from Massa. The man says: I am full of weariness, O God, I am full of weariness; O God, I have come to an end:"

DRC, "The words of Gatherer the son of Vomiter. The vision which the man spoke with whom God Isaiah , and who being strengthened by God, abiding with him, said:"

YLT, "Words of a Gatherer, son of an obedient one, the declaration, an affirmation of the man: --I have wearied myself for God, I have wearied myself for God, and am consumed."



Verses 1-33 

The Proverbs of Agur: An Encounter with God - Proverbs 30:1-33 is a group of proverbs that were written by an unknown person named Agur. It becomes obvious in Proverbs 30:2-6 that this prophet has had an encounter with God. The proverbs contained within this chapter are a reflection of that divine encounter. At this level of our journey with Wisdom of Solomon , we, too, will have an encounter with God, where we are allowed to have a glimpse of His eternal glory, and with a taste of His glory, the things of this world fade into obscurity. No one can turn loose the cares of this world until he tastes this glory, but once it is tasted, he is never again satisfied with the things of this world.

In the presence of God, Agur responds in broken humility ( Proverbs 30:2-3). After describing his utter weakness in relation to God, he endeavors to describe God"s majesty ( Proverbs 30:4-6). Even His spoken Words are overwhelming ( Proverbs 30:5-6). From this divine perspective, we better understand how to balance our pursuits of this world"s goods ( Proverbs 30:7-9). We see how wicked and proud the heart of man really is in comparison to God"s holiness ( Proverbs 30:10-14). We see God"s wonderful creation as too glorious to comprehend ( Proverbs 30:15-31). 

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Introduction — Proverbs 30:1 

2. Man's Response to God's Presence — Proverbs 30:2-3
3. A Description of God's Majesty — Proverbs 30:4-6
4. Setting Priorities in Life — Proverbs 30:7-9
5. Man's Wickedness Compared to God's Holiness — Proverbs 30:10-14
6. God's Wonderful Creation — Proverbs 30:15-31
7. Conclusion — Proverbs 30:32-33
Proverbs 30:1 — Introduction - Proverbs 30:1 introduces the distinct passage in Proverbs 30:1-33.

Proverbs 30:1 The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal, 
Proverbs 30:1 — "The words of Agur the son of Jakeh" - Word Study on "Agur" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Agur" ( אָגוּר) (H 94) is a past participle of the Hebrew verb ( אָגַר) (H 103), which means "to harvest, or to gather." Strong says the name would mean "gathered," that Isaiah , "received among the sages." Thus the name could mean, "a gathering together of wise sayings or wise men." Other suggested meanings are "stranger" (Hitchcock), and "hireling" (ISBE).

Comments- Some scholars believe that this is a fancy name for King Solomon. However, this does not explain the title "son of Jakeh." Others say that he was a public teacher or prophet that lived in the time of King Song of Solomon , or a little later. There is not clear evidence as to the identity of this individual, but it appears that he was a Hebrew or Gentile wise man whom Solomon or a later compiler believed had divine wisdom worth gathering.

Word Study on "Jakeh" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Jakeh" ( יָקֶה) (H 3348) means "obedient," and comes from an unused verb that probably means "to obey." Other meanings suggested for this name are "pious" (Easton, Smith), "carefully religious" (ISBE).

Proverbs 30:1 — "even the prophecy" - Word Study on "prophecy" - Strong says the Hebrew word "prophecy" ( מַּשָּׂא) (H 4853) means "a burden," and figuratively, "an utterance." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 66 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "burden 57, Song of Solomon 3, prophecy 2, set 1, exaction 1, carry away 1, tribute 1." Note that this Hebrew word is commonly translated "oracle" (NASB, NIV, RSV). Holladay says, "A burden or pronouncement (a sort of cursing pronouncement)." 

Comments- The ISBE suggests the possibility of translating this word as "the Massaite." The Hebrew word "Massa" ( מַשָּׂא) (H 4854), reads the same and refers to one of the sons of Ishmael. This word only occurs two times in the Old Testament ( Genesis 25:13-14, 1 Chronicles 1:29).

Genesis 25:13-14, "And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa,"

1 Chronicles 1:29, "These are their generations: The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, Mishma, and Dumah, Massa, Hadad, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael."

Since this word is also used in Proverbs 31:1, James Crichton suggests that Agur and King Lemuel were two Ishmaelite men who lived in a nearby city or region called Massa during Solomon"s time. 147] This would account for Solomon"s quest for wisdom from all places and sources. One modern translation supports this idea:

147] James Crichton, "Jakeh," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

BBE, "The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh, from Massa. The man says: I am full of weariness, O God, I am full of weariness; O God, I have come to an end:"

Comments- The Hebrew word ( מַּשָּׂא) (H 4853) is used in Proverbs 30:1; Proverbs 31:1, suggesting the same authorship.

Proverbs 31:1, "The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him."



Verse 2-3 

Man's Response to God's Presence- In Proverbs 30:2-3, Agur responds in broken humility at the presence of God. 

Proverbs 30:2 Surely I am more brutish than any Prayer of Manasseh , and have not the understanding of a man. 
Proverbs 30:2 — Comments- In the presence of God, we feel so unclean and small. We see the true wickedness of our own hearts and minds in this corrupt body. Agur, the author of this chapter has experienced a true encounter with Almighty God. His response is similar to the words of Isaiah when he had a vision of God on His throne. Note:

Isaiah 6:5, "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."

Gideon felt this way in his encounter with an angel:

Judges 6:22, "And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for because I have seen an angel of the LORD face to face."

Samson"s father felt this way in his encounter with an angel:

Judges 13:22, "And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God."

Job had an encounter with God and felt this way:

Job 42:5, "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes."

The apostle Peter felt this way in his realization of the divinity of Jesus Christ:

Luke 5:8, "When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus" knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful Prayer of Manasseh , O Lord."

The apostle John had an encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ and felt this way:

Revelation 1:17, "And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:"

Proverbs 30:3 I neither learned Wisdom of Solomon , nor have the knowledge of the holy. 


Verses 4-6 

A Description of God's Majesty- In Proverbs 30:4-6, after described his utter weakness in relation to God, Agur endeavors to describe God"s majesty. The majesty of Almighty God is seen in His creation ( Proverbs 30:4) and is His spoken Words ( Proverbs 30:5-6). The author"s encounter with God allows Him to see the endless power of God in His wonderful creation and in the spoken Words that overwhelm the spirit of those who hear His Words.

Proverbs 30:4 Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his son"s name, if thou canst tell? 
Proverbs 30:5-6 — Comments- In Proverbs 30:5-6 Agur"s divine encounter with God made even His spoken Words to become overwhelming.

Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
Proverbs 30:6 Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.
Proverbs 30:6 — "thou not unto his words" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Deuteronomy 4:2, "Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you."

Deuteronomy 12:32, "What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it."

Revelation 22:18, "For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:"



Verses 7-9 

Setting Priorities in Life- From this divine perspective, Agur better understood how to balance our pursuits of this world"s goods. By saying, "feed me with food convenient for me," he is saying that he wants contentment in his life instead of the passion for riches and the sorrows of poverty. Paul teaches this divine truth to Timothy by telling him that godliness with contentment is great gain. 

1 Timothy 6:6-8, "But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content."

When Agur encountered the Lord, he was able to see the divine perspective of this world's goods. God neither wants His children to lack, neither does He want them to put riches before godliness. This was Agur's prayer, not that riches were wrong, but that a pure heart far outweighed riches in true value. With this attitude in prayer, the Lord is able to bless Agur as He blessed Solomon when this young king asked for wisdom above riches and power. 

Proverbs 30:8 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: 
Proverbs 30:8 — "feed me with food convenient for me" - Comments- This prayer is the same as one found in Matthew 6:11.

Matthew 6:11, "Give us this day our daily bread."

Proverbs 30:9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.


Verses 10-14 

Man's Wickedness Compared to God's Holiness- In Proverbs 30:10-14 Agur sees how wicked and proud the heart of man really is in comparison to God"s holiness. 

Proverbs 30:10 Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest he curse thee, and thou be found guilty.
Proverbs 30:10 — Comments - Regarding the phrase "Accuse not," the NASB reads, "Do not slander." The Greek for the word "Satan" is διάβολος (H 1228 ), which means, "a traducer" (Strong), "an accuser" (Vine). Satan is the "accuser of the brethren" ( Revelation 12:10). We are God's servants; He is Master. We are not to slander our brothers and sisters in Christ to the Lord. God's curse will come upon that soul who does.

Revelation 12:10, "And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night."

Proverbs 30:14 There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men.


Verses 15-31 

God's Wonderful Creation- In Proverbs 30:15-31, Agur sees God"s wonderful creation as too glorious to comprehend. In his divine encounter with God, Agur saw creation in its glorified body. We know from Romans 8 that creation will received a glorified body after mankind receives their glorified bodies ( Romans 8:21-23). Then a simple blade of grass will seem awesome to behold.

Romans 8:21-23, "Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." 

Numerical Collections- Proverbs 30:15-31 consists of a number of numerical collections. This style of wisdom literature is also used in Job 5:19; Job 33:14, Proverbs 6:16, Ecclesiastes 11:2 as well as in Amos 2, 3.

Job 5:19, "He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee."

Job 33:14, "For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not."

Proverbs 6:16, "These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:"

Ecclesiastes 11:2, "Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth."

Amos 2:1, "Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime:"

Proverbs 30:15 The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give. There are three things that are never satisfied, yea, four things say not, It is enough: 
Proverbs 30:15 — Comments- Scholars believe the numerical phrase "three...four" is being used more in a figurative way than in a literal way, which means that the list is not exhaustive.

Proverbs 30:16 The grave; and the barren womb; the earth that is not filled with water; and the fire that saith not, It is enough. 
Proverbs 30:17 The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it. 
Proverbs 30:17 — "the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it" - Word Study on "eagles" - Strong says the Hebrew word "eagles" ( נֶשֶׁר) (H 5404) means, "the eagle (or other large bird of prey)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 26 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "eagle 26." Gesenius tells us that this Hebrew word can carry a wider range of meanings beside "eagle." He says that the reference in Micah 1:16 refers to a bird that is bald, which more closely describes a vulture than an eagle, and Job 39:30 and Proverbs 30:17, describe a bird that eats carcasses, something more likely to describe a vulture than an eagle.

Micah 1:16, "Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they are gone into captivity from thee."

Job 39:27-30, "Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high? She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she."

Proverbs 30:17, "The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it."

Note also a more likely reference to the vulture than the eagle in the New Testament:

Matthew 24:28, "For wheresoever the carcase Isaiah , there will the eagles be gathered together."

Comments- It can be noted in nature that the vultures often pick out the soft flesh of the eyes of their carcasses first before they begin to tear through the hide and devour the inner parts. 

Proverbs 30:17 — Comments- The eyes of man are often figurative of the heart. Thus, Proverbs 30:17 is referring to a child whose heart is rebellious against his or her parents. The ravens and vultures would symbolize demonic spirits. A rebellious child becomes a victim of the devil. Thus, Proverbs 30:17 tells us that a rebellious child will have his heart darkened by Satan so that he can no longer see his way through life, and thus, encounter many problems.

Proverbs 30:23 For an odious woman when she is married; and an handmaid that is heir to her mistress. 
Proverbs 30:23 — "an handmaid that is heir to her mistress" - Comments- We see this illustrated in the life of Abraham. Sarai gave Hagar to Abraham, her husband in order for this handmaid to bare him seed. Hagar quickly despised Sarai afterwards. The situation became so unbearable that Abraham had to send Hagar and his Song of Solomon , Ishmael away.

Genesis 16:4, "And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes."

Proverbs 30:26 The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks; 
Proverbs 30:26 — Word Study on "conies" - Strong says the Hebrew word "conies" ( שָׁפָן) (H 8227) means, "a species of rock-rabbit, i.e. probably the hyrax." This Hebrew word is used only three other times in the Old Testament. Note:

Leviticus 11:5, "And the coney, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you."

Deuteronomy 14:7, "Nevertheless these ye shall not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that divide the cloven hoof; as the camel, and the hare, and the coney: for they chew the cud, but divide not the hoof; therefore they are unclean unto you.

Psalm 104:18, "The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats; and the rocks for the conies."

Proverbs 30:24-28 — Comments- God's Divine Character Revealed in Nature- Each of these animals described in Proverbs 30:24-28 show an aspect of divine wisdom in God"s creation. The ant shows the strength of wise planning. The conies show us the security and safety that wisdom brings. The locusts show us the wisdom of cooperation and unity. The spider shows us the wisdom of determination. 

Proverbs 30:30 A lion which is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for any;
Proverbs 30:30 — "he will not turn away from any" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 

Isaiah 31:4, "For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof."

Proverbs 30:31 A greyhound; an he goat also; and a king, against whom there is no rising up.
Proverbs 30:32-33 — Conclusion - Proverbs 30:32-33 serve as concluding remarks for Agur. After his encounter with God, he acknowledges that the pride ( Proverbs 30:32) and wrath ( Proverbs 30:33) of man's heart must be addressed in every man's life.

31 Chapter 31 

Verse 1 

Introduction - Proverbs 31:1 serves as an introduction for Proverbs 31:1-31. King Lemeul's mother addresses the dangers of women and wine leading to poor judgment as a king, and the remedy is to find a virtuous wife.

Proverbs 31:1 The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him. 
Proverbs 31:1 — "The words of king Lemuel" - Word Study on "Lemuel" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Lemuel" ( לְמוּאֵל) (H 3927) comes from ( לְמוֹ) (H 3926), meaning, "to, for," and ( אֵל) (H 410), an abbreviated form for "God." Thus, this name means "to God." The Hebrew ( לְמוֹ) is considered the poetical form of the preposition ( ל), meaning "to." However, Adam Clarke renders this name, "The words to Muel the king." Therefore, he considers the ( ל) strictly a preposition. 148]

148] Adam Clarke, Proverbs , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 31:1.

Comments- The name "Lemuel" is not mentioned in the Scriptures anywhere else. The name means, "dedicated to God" (Easton, Smith).

Some have speculated that this name refers to Solomon. Others say that this was a king of a neighboring land. Still other think that it may refer to King Hezekiah, who copied out a section of this book.

John Gill suggests that it could have been a fond name that Solomon"s mother, Bathsheba, gave to him at a young age. 149]

149] John Gill, Proverbs , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Proverbs 31:1.

Adam Clarke believes that this king as a ruler of a foreign nation based on the fact that several Chaldean words are used in this text. 150] Thus, this would be considered wisdom from the East.

150] Adam Clarke, Proverbs , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 31:1.

Proverbs 31:1 — "the prophecy that his mother taught him" - Word Study on "the prophecy" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( מַּשָּׂא) (H 4853) means "a burden," and figuratively, "an utterance." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 66 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "burden 57, Song of Solomon 3, prophecy 2, set 1, exaction 1, carry away 1, tribute 1." Note that this Hebrew word is commonly translated "oracle." (NASB, NIV, RSV) Holladay says, "A burden or pronouncement (a sort of cursing pronouncement)."

This is the same word used in Proverbs 30:1, which may suggest the same authorship.

Proverbs 30:1, "The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,"

Word Study on "taught" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( יָסַר) (H 3256) means, "to chasten (literally with blows or figuratively with words)," hence, "to instruct." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 43times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "chastise 21instruct 8, correct 7, taught 2, bound 1, punish 1, reformed 1, reproveth 1, sore 1."

Comments- The tone of the following verses appears to be a chastisement of a mother to a son. Thus, the translation:

JPS, "The words of king Lemuel; the burden wherewith his mother corrected him."

Note the other four uses of this same Hebrew word in the book of Proverbs which support this translation:

Proverbs 9:7, "He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot."

Proverbs 19:18, "Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying."

Proverbs 29:17, "Correct thy Song of Solomon , and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul."

Proverbs 29:19, "A servant will not be corrected by words: for though he understand he will not answer."



Verses 1-31 

The Proverbs of King Lemuel: A Mother's Plea - Proverbs 31:1-31 are an instructions from a mother to a king. It is her plea to her son for a leader to live a holy lifestyle. A king should sanctify his body ( Proverbs 31:2-3), he should avoid perverting his reason by sanctifying his mind ( Proverbs 31:4-7), he should sanctify his heart in judgment ( Proverbs 31:8-9), and he should have a sanctified marriage with a virtuous woman ( Proverbs 31:10-31). Therefore, this warning deals with the body, the soul, the spirit and prosperity from a good marriage. We see the same plea in the seven letters to the churches in Asia Minor ( Revelation 2-3) when Christ asks them to sanctify themselves so that they can partake of the Rapture and miss the Tribulation Period that was coming.

After having an encounter with the Lord ( Proverbs 30:1-33), we are at a level of maturity where God begins to hold us much more accountable in life. Proverbs 31:1-31 teaches us that we must learn to walk in the authority that God has given every believer, as priests and kings unto God. 

Thus, if we have walked in the path of Wisdom of Solomon , we will come to our destination on the journey, having received all of the blessings listed in chapter three, which is spiritual, mental, physical and financial blessings. Unlike the world, which strives after all these things, we have sought wisdom first and also received these blessings. We have been able to enter into a place of peace and rest as we enjoy these blessings, unlike the world, which strives and worries and gains these things through lust and corruption ( Matthew 6:32-33).

Matthew 6:32-33, "(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

Outline- Here is a proposed outline:

1. Introduction — Proverbs 31:1
A Mother's Plea to Her Son to Sanctify Himself — Proverbs 31:2-9
2. The Destination: Walking in Christ"s Fullness — Proverbs 31:10-31


Verses 2-9 

A Mother's Plea to Her Son to Sanctify Himself- In Proverbs 31:2-9 we have instructions for a king. This passage gives a warning against pursuing women ( Proverbs 31:3) and wine ( Proverbs 31:4-7). Many people of great achievement have fallen because of a combination of these two evils. For it destroys a man"s ability to properly judge between right and wrong ( Proverbs 31:8-9). Righteous judgment is the fundamental requirement of a king.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. A Mother's Plea to Her Son to Sanctify His Body — Proverbs 31:2-3
2. A Mother's Pleas to Her Son to Sanctify His Mind — Proverbs 31:4-7
3. A Mother's Pleas to Her Son to Sanctify His Heart in Judgment — Proverbs 31:8-9
Illustration- This passage of Scripture is similar to the qualifications for a leader, as 1 Timothy 3:1-13 give qualifications for church leaders.

Proverbs 31:2-3 — A Mother's Plea to Her Son to Sanctify His Body - Proverbs 31:2-3 is a mother's plea to her son to sanctify his body in order that he not destroy himself.

Proverbs 31:2 What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my vows? 
Proverbs 31:2 — Word Study on "son" - Strong says the Hebrew word "son" "bar" ( בַּר) (H 1248) is a Chaldean word, used three times in this verse, and it corresponds to the Hebrew "ben" ( בֵּן) (H 1121). This Chaldean word is also used seven times in the books of Ezra and Daniel as ( בַּר) (H 1247).

The only other occurrence of ( בַּר) (H 1248) in the Old Testament is found in Psalm 2:12.

Psalm 2:12, "Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him."

Proverbs 31:2 — Comments- In Proverbs 31:2, we can see that the mother is calling to remembrance the two most important events in her relationship with her son. She remembers the pains of childbirth, and she remembers the time that she vowed him to the Lord in the despair of her soul. Evidently, King Lemuel was devoted to God at his birth by his mother. The most difficult times in our lives can produce the greatest victories. No other events in her life are more valid reasons for her to counsel a king than the two that she gives in this verse. Therefore, in this verse, the mother gives her son her legal authority to correct and instruct him.

She must have been a virtuous woman herself. She was a woman who knew what it was to wait for a promise, for she had made a vow. She had to develop longsuffering, patience, faithfulness and the other fruits of the Spirit in order to see this vow come to pass. She had travailed in prayer in order to bring her son to this place of leadership. Thus, he was the "son of her womb" not only because of travail in the natural birth, but also by her spiritual travail to give birth to many spiritual events in this child's growth and development. We see in Proverbs 31:3-9 that she knew how to instruct and impart wisdom in a godly manner to those whom she loved. In all respects, she was a successful mother who built her house with wisdom ( Proverbs 14:1).

Proverbs 14:1, "Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands."

Proverbs 31:3 Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings. 
Proverbs 31:3 — "Give not thy strength unto women" - Scripture References- Note:

Proverbs 5:9, "Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel:"

Proverbs 7:26, "For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her."

Hosea 4:11, "Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart."

Proverbs 31:3 — "nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings" - Word Study on "kings" - The common Hebrew word "king" ( מֶלֶךְ) (H 4428) is given a Chaldean ending ( ן), forming the word ( מלכין) in Proverbs 31:3. 

Comments- The Scriptures give King Solomon as an example of a good king whose heart was turned away from God because of women. Note:

Deuteronomy 17:17, "Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold."

1 Kings 11:1-2, "But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love."

Nehemiah 13:26, "Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet among many nations was there no king like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Israel: nevertheless even him did outlandish women cause to sin."

Proverbs 31:4-7 — A Mother's Pleas to Her Son to Sanctify His Mind - Proverbs 31:4-7 gives us a mother's plea for her son to sanctify his mind. He needs a clear mind in order to make wise decision as a king.

Illustration- In the New Testament, the leaders of the churches were also to abstain from excesses of drinking ( 1 Timothy 3:3).

1 Timothy 3:3, "Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;"

Proverbs 31:4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: 
Proverbs 31:5 Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. 
Proverbs 31:4-5 — Illustration- In 1 Kings 20:12-21 Benhadad, the Syrian king, was defeated before the king of Israel because he lacked judgment because of his drinking.

1 Kings 20:16, "And they went out at noon. But Benhadad was drinking himself drunk in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two kings that helped him."

Note other verses:

Habakkuk 2:5, "Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud Prayer of Manasseh , neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people:"

Not only will drinking pervert judgment, but the lust for women will also do the same. The greatest example of this is Song of Solomon , who forsook God"s judgment and fell into idolatry because of it.

In Mark 6:21-28, we also see King Herod make the foolish decision to behead John the Baptist because of his desire to please a woman. 

Solomon gives the correct answer regarding drinking in Ecclesiastes 10:17.

Ecclesiastes 10:17, "Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!"

Proverbs 31:6 Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. 
Proverbs 31:6 — Comments- Red wine is considered by some doctors and nutritionists to be beneficial for one's health when taken in moderation, even serving as an anti-oxidant to fight cancer. 151] For example, Paul told Timothy to drink "a little wine" for health reasons. 

151] Joseph Christiano, Bloodtypes Bodytypes and You: An Interactive Journey for Reaching Your Genetic Potential (Lake Mary, Florida: Siloam Press, 2000), 84, 118, 155; Don Colbert, What Would Jesus Eat (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2002), 121-144, 211.

1 Timothy 5:23, "Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach"s sake and thine often infirmities."

Within the passage of Scripture where the mother of King Lemuel is instructing her son on how wine and women pervert a king's judgment, there is one verse that gives an exception to the rule of abstaining from wine. When a person is dying or in depression, it is acceptable to take wine for its medicinal values. Thus, Proverbs 31:6 contradicts the view of the "Non-fermentation Theory," which says the word "wine" in the Scriptures refers to grape juice only, a view not supported by most scholars. 152] Such an exception to a biblical, ethical rule mentioned by Paul and Solomon regarding the partaking of wine might be illustrated by a common scene in a western movie in which the cowboys are standing in a bar room drinking beer or whiskey and becoming rowdy, so that a fight breaks out amongst them. At one point later in the same movie, a dying man is given a little whiskey in order to revive him. Our own conscience condemns the scenes in the bar room, but we sympathize with the giving of whiskey to the dying man. In other words, there is an exception to the rule. Another example is found on the issue of abortion. Any preacher who preaches against sin would and should condemn the act of abortion; but when faced with a situation where one of his own church members has a life threatening issue in conjunction with or resulting from pregnancy, any pastor would agree to an abortion as an effort to save a woman's life.

152] The "Non-fermentation Theogy" is supported by Keith Johnson, Under the Influence: What the Bible Says About Drinking Alcohol (Saskatoon, Canada: Saskatoon Christian Center, 2007).

Proverbs 31:7 Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more. 
Proverbs 31:6-7 — Comments- Proverbs 31:6-7 contains a mother's plea to her son to sanctify himself. The son is told not to indulge his passions in women ( Proverbs 31:3) and wine ( Proverbs 31:4), which will corrupt his judgment ( Proverbs 31:5). These two vices can symbolize the passions of the flesh. She then explains that there is a place for strong drink, which belongs to those who are about to die and are of a heavy heart ( Proverbs 31:6-7). This can mean that we are to use the riches of this world, but not abuse them with fleshly indulgences. In other words, we are to use this world's goods with constraint rather than indulgence, and with purpose rather than vain passion.

Proverbs 31:8-9 — A Mother's Pleas to Her Son to Sanctify His Heart in Judgment - Proverbs 31:8-9 gives us a mother's plea to her son to sanctify his heart in order to give righteous judgment.

Proverbs 31:8 Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction. 
Proverbs 31:9 Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy. 


Verses 10-31 

The Destination: Walking in Christ"s Fullness - The final passage we find on our journey is Proverbs 31:10-31. It is here where a person reaches his destination and fullness in life. It describes a husband in his prosperity because of a wise wife. God wants to bring us into a place of fruitfulness and prosperity. The final signpost is found at our destination ( Proverbs 31:30). 

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

It tells us that walking in the fear of the Lord on this journey and humbling ourselves in obedience to the voice of wisdom will ultimately exalt us into the praises of our Lord, as we, the bride of Christ, live in tender love and affection with Him throughout eternity. We will enter into His glory and become like Him. 

If there is a beginning to a path of Wisdom of Solomon , then there is a journey. If journey, then a destination. Our destination is to become like our Lord and Saviour, Christ Jesus or to walk in the fullness of Christ. We could liken this journey to John Bunyan"s book called Pilgrim"s Progress. 153] The first chapter of Proverbs reveals to us that this destination is a place of safety and rest in Christ Jesus ( Proverbs 1:33).

153] George Offor, ed, The Works of John Bunyan, 3vols. (Edinburgh: Blackie and Song of Solomon , 1855).

Proverbs 1:33, "But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil."

Another way to describe our destination is to say that wisdom will lead us into God"s rest. Hebrew describes a Sabbath rest for the people of God ( Hebrews 4:9).

Hebrews 4:9, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." 

In contrast, the sinner's destiny is described in Revelation 14:11 as having "no rest." 

Revelation 14:11, "And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name."

Does not Solomon"s name, if fact, mean "rest, or peace"? We also know that when Solomon became king over Israel, this nation entered into its only period of rest from its enemies ( 1 Chronicles 22:9).

1 Chronicles 22:9, "Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days."

The reason that Israel entered into rest is that its enemies had been subdued by David, who was a man of war. A nation or a people only has peace when it exercises dominion and subdues its enemies. The Lord once gave me a vision of a friend of my peacefully sitting in his home reading his Bible. Then the Lord said to me, "There is peace in a home when there is dominion in that home." Then the Lord quickened to me Luke 11:21.

Luke 11:21, "When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace:"

Regarding Proverbs 31:1-9 about the righteous duties of a king, did not God tell Joshua that the conquest of Canaan would bring them into rest ( Joshua 1:13)?

Joshua 1:13, "Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, The LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land."

Did not the judges bring the people of Israel into rest after delivering them from their enemies ( Judges 3:30)?

Judges 3:30, "So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest fourscore years."

Thus, when Israel"s enemies were subdued, this nation has rest under King Solomon. For the Church of Jesus Christ, there is a rest that God has made for us in order that we may enter into it. But, we must enter into this rest by taking authority over the enemy, Satan, in our life. This is why the last chapter of the book of Proverbs describes the duties of a king. It reveals to us how a king can rule and reign in righteous. In addition, we will not fully enter into our rest until we enter heaven and, as the bride of Christ, we become His wife. This is why the last chapter of Proverbs describes the virtuous. 

Then shall be fulfilled that prophecy in the book of Revelation regarding the Church ruling on earth forever. Note:

Revelation 5:10, "And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth."

Regarding Proverbs 31:10-31, does not a bride enter into rest when she enters the house of her husband? Note:

Ruth 1:9, "The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept."

This point of a woman's desire for rest through marriage was made clear to me as I live in East Africa, amidst a people in an underdeveloped nation. The females of poor families are destined to a life of hard work, little education and no honor. They become servants in the homes of the wealth, and are treated with despite. Only through marriage can such a female find hope of deliverance and rest from this cycle of poverty.

The Church is to walk in the virtues of this woman in Proverbs 31, and more so as we receive our immortal bodies in heaven. 

Then shall be fulfilled that prophecy found in the book of Revelation regarding the marriage of the Lamb receiving His bride.

Revelation 19:5-8, "And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."

Thus, is our eternal destination reached, when we become the bride of Christ, and as we rule and reign as priests and kings unto God. There we enter into eternal rest, where heaven is our destination, where heaven is our home.

The book of Proverbs concludes at its destination. The goal of a believer is to become like the Lord Jesus Christ, a bride prepared for His Second Coming. The book of Proverbs describes this glorious Church as the virtuous woman. Proverbs 31:10-31 describes the bride that Christ is coming to received. In closing this passage and the book of Proverbs , we see our final signpost in Proverbs 31:30.

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

As we see in this last passage, the journey does not come to end. That is because our journey into eternal glory will never come to an end. Instead, we enter into rest. We will simply receive a glorified body and continue serving the Lord in heaven.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Remedy for a Successful King — Proverbs 31:10 — 

2. The Characteristics of a Virtuous Woman — Proverbs 31:11-31
Walking in Christ"s Fullness: The Virtuous Woman - Proverbs 31:10-31 is about the virtuous woman. We find two other passages in the New Testament that give a similar description of a virtuous wife.

1 Timothy 2:9-10, "In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works."

1 Peter 3:1, "Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement."

There are two major ways to approach this lengthy passage of Proverbs. There is the literal interpretation and the figurative one, as is often the case in Bible study.

If we interpret this passage literally, the theme of this passage can be found in Proverbs 12:4, which says that a virtuous woman is a crown to her husband.

Proverbs 12:4, "A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones."

The title of this passage is often called "The Virtuous Woman." 

However, in the context of the book of Proverbs , it can also be called "Walking in the Fullness of Christ." This is because the journey through Proverbs has its destination in bringing one to the fullness of Christ. Therefore, a figurative interpretation of this passage is often used.

The Virtuous Woman and Finances- In each of these verses about a virtuous woman, we see her wisdom regarding finances expressed. A man need not be afraid to trust his wife with his money, if she be found virtuous. One of the landmarks in my marriage was the day I relinquished the expenses to my wife. I had become too busy at work to care for these matters. I had already seen Menchu spend money in such a thrifty manner that I was not concerned about being spoiled ( Proverbs 31:11). I had grown up in a Southern culture in the U.S. where many men controlled the finances to the point of putting their wives on a strict allowance, and spending the rest upon themselves. These men purchased boats, guns and enjoyed entertainment, while the family lived on the allowance. But a wife is much more keen as to the needs of the family than is the husband; for he is at work each day, and she is tending the household. Often, an unwise man will tend to see his needs and compulsive habits as having the priority, since he is not in touch with the details of the household. This was the case in my home. My father once told me that in their early marriage, he relinquished his paycheck to Mom, only to find it spent within the first few days. It was a period in their life when income was low. As a result, he kept her on an allowance all the days of their marriage, until he divorced her. 

In contrast, my wife had grown up in a home where her father relinquished the paycheck to her mother each week. So in our first few years of marriage, I thought I was behaving normally with the finances, and she thought I was being too tight and controlling with the money. 

Men should be patient enough to join with their wives and agree on how the money should be spent. If one has compulsive spending behaviors, they should be able to acknowledge this and keep each other in check until proper spending behavior is learned. If she has godly virtues, this passage of Scripture says that she will be a good manager of the home, which includes its finances. My experience after six years of marriage is for my wife and I to set goals together when making large purchases. My wife decides how to handle the daily expenses, such as food. We discuss the major spending and set a time when this purchase can be made. I have learned to settle down and just enjoy my family and my relationship with my Heavenly Father. I have few needs, and thus have contained any compulsive spending behavior so that my family can enjoy the full benefits of our paycheck. This has made our marriage much more unified. 

The Virtuous Woman as an Acrostic Poem- Proverbs 31:10-31 is written as an acrostic, with each of these twenty-two verses beginning with the Hebrew letters in alphabetical order. The acrostic is used generally as a tool in memorizing passages of Scripture, and so it is likely that this passage enjoyed popularity in Old Testament times, as it does today. 

Proverbs 31:10 — The Remedy for a Successful King - After King Lemuel's mother warns her son about the vices of women and wine, she advices him on the remedy to have a successful kingdom, which is to marry a virtuous woman.

Proverbs 31:10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. 
Proverbs 31:10 — Word Study on "virtuous" - Strong says the Hebrew word "virtuous" ( חַיִל) (H 2428) means "a force," and "an army, wealth, virtue, valor, strength." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 243times in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as, "army 56, man of valour 37, host 29, forces 14, valiant 13, strength 12, riches 11, wealth 10, power 9, substance 8, might 6, strong 5, misc 33."

Comments- Regarding the definition of "force," this is what Jesus meant in Luke 8:46, when He said that virtue had gone out of Him.

Luke 8:46, "And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me."

The New Testament epistles list virtues and vices of men, their good characteristics and their bad ones. Therefore, the word "virtuous" here describes a woman of good moral character.

This Hebrew word describes a woman who is strong in godly character and well-rounded in every area of her life. One authors translated this phrase as a woman of moral courage.

Word Study on "woman" - Strong says the Hebrew word "woman" ( אִשָּׁה) (H 802) means, "a woman." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 780 times in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as, "wife 425, woman 324, one 10, married 5, female 2, misc 14." This word can be used broadly to refer to both a married and an unmarried woman. However, in this passage of Scripture, because there is a reference to a husband in Proverbs 31:11; Proverbs 31:23; Proverbs 31:28, scholars interpret this as "wife."

Comments - The phrase "virtuous woman" literally means, "a woman of strength," or "a woman of worth." A person"s strength is measured not by the outward Prayer of Manasseh , but by the inner Prayer of Manasseh , by a person who has a character with godly qualities and virtues. Within the context of the book of Proverbs , which places emphasis on our mind and decisions, the virtuous woman is one who has the strength and courage to make wise decisions in life. We can find that a virtuous woman is also one who has conformed to her God-given destiny, which is described in Proverbs 1:1-6 as a person full of the seven virtues of wisdom. That Isaiah , her mind has been renewed with the wisdom of God.

We see this idea of a person"s inner strength in other verses in Proverbs. 

Proverbs 16:32, "He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city."

Proverbs 25:28, "He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls."

The word "virtuous" is the same word that is used in Exodus 18:21 to describe men of strong moral character.

Exodus 18:21, "Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:"

It is the same word that describes Gideon as a might man of valour.

Judges 6:12, "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour."

She is a woman that has control of her own spirit. This stability is in stark contrast to the instability of the whorish woman.

Proverbs 5:6, "Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them."

Note other verses that use the phrase, "a virtuous woman":

Ruth 3:11, "And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman."

Proverbs 12:4, "A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones."

Adam Clarke also notes the importance of the literal use of this word "virtuous" which means "strength." He notes how hard the woman works in agricultural societies and states that a strong woman is of great value to her husband. 154]

154] Adam Clarke, Proverbs , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 31:10.

In Proverbs 31:10, the question is asked, "Who can find a virtuous woman?" In contrast to the warnings of an adulteress lifestyle in Proverbs 31:3-7, a man of wisdom will seek to find a virtuous woman. This question implies that a virtuous woman is not easily found among women. It implies that the search is not simple and can be very deceiving. Therefore, Proverbs 31:30 gives a warning not to be deceived by her charm and beauty in choosing a wife.

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

Proverbs 31:11-31 — The Characteristics of a Virtuous Woman - Proverbs 31:11-31 are an amplified definition of the virtuous wife mentioned in Proverbs 31:10.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Virtuous Woman: Her Spiritual Blessings — Proverbs 31:11-12
2. The Virtuous Woman: Her Financial Blessings — Proverbs 31:13-16
3. The Virtuous Woman: Her Physical Blessings — Proverbs 31:17-25
4. The Virtuous Woman: Her Mental Blessings — Proverbs 31:26-27
5. The Virtuous Woman: Her Praise — Proverbs 31:28-31
Proverbs 31:11-12 — The Virtuous Woman: Her Spiritual Blessings - Proverbs 31:11-12 describes the spiritual blessings that the virtuous woman will offer the king.

Proverbs 31:11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. 
Proverbs 31:11 — "so that he shall have no need of spoil" - Comments- In contrast, the adulteress will spoil a man and bring him to poverty ( Proverbs 5:8-10; Proverbs 6:26).

Proverbs 5:8-10, "Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house: Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel: Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger;"

Proverbs 6:26, "For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life."

Proverbs 31:12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 
Proverbs 31:13-16 — The Virtuous Woman: Her Financial Blessings - Proverbs 31:13-16 describes the financial blessings that the virtuous woman will offer the king.

Proverbs 31:14 She is like the merchants" ships; she bringeth her food from afar.
Proverbs 31:14 — "she bringeth her food from afar" - Comments- She is not afraid of the journey. She has the endurance to stick with a course of action, despite the dangers and hindrances.

Proverbs 31:15 She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. 
Proverbs 31:15 — "She riseth also while it is yet night" - Comments-A mother will be awakened by the cries of a child, sometimes rising constantly throughout the night, in order to feed and comfort them, to put back the blanket that the child has kicked off, or to check a sick child. My wife reminded me that when were just married, we could sleep through the night because we had no cares, but now we wake up several times each night.

Proverbs 31:15 — "and giveth meat to her household" - Comments- Menchu, my wife, is always concerned about the menu for the day. If we take a trip, she makes sure there are plans for meals. She thinks often about cooking and enjoys the time when food is provided by some other means. She never complains about this daily chore.

Proverbs 31:15 — "and a portion to her maidens" - Comments- My wife never keeps leftovers at the end of the day. She always gives them to the housekeeper, or to the guard. I sometimes think that I would like to eat this food the next day, but then I remember that Menchu is simply being a virtuous woman for her household.

Proverbs 31:16 She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 
Proverbs 31:16 — "She considereth a field, and buyeth it" - Comments- A woman will go to the mall and shop all day long, while the man will only go there to purchase a particular item and leave. She looks at all of the merchandize before deciding which one to purchase. She considers and analyzes before she buys.

Proverbs 31:17-25 — The Virtuous Woman: Her Physical Blessings - Proverbs 31:17-25 describes the spiritual blessings of hard work that the virtuous woman will offer the king.

Proverbs 31:23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. 
Proverbs 31:23 — Comments- A husband is known for having a virtuous wife. He is known for the peaceful way in which he carries himself, which peace is the product of a happy home ( Proverbs 31:11-12). He is known for the prosperity that he achieves because of an industrious wife ( Proverbs 31:13-19). He is known for the way that he helps those in need ( Proverbs 31:20). He is known for the way that he and his family dress because his wife looks well to their clothing ( Proverbs 31:21-22). He is known because he has a wife who is known to conduct her affairs in the market with excellence ( Proverbs 31:24-25). He is known for the words of wisdom that he speaks because of the wise counsel of his wife ( Proverbs 31:26). He is known for having a home that is clean and orderly ( Proverbs 31:27). He is known for having children who are well mannered ( Proverbs 31:28).

Thus, a virtuous woman can be identified by looking first to her husband. This is because a virtuous woman is a key to making a man successful ( Proverbs 12:4).

Proverbs 12:4, "A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones."

Proverbs 31:24 She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. 
Proverbs 31:25 Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. 
Proverbs 31:26-27 — The Virtuous Woman: Her Mental Blessings - Proverbs 31:26-27 describes the mental blessings of wise words and mental keenness that the virtuous woman will offer the king.

Proverbs 31:26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. 
Proverbs 31:28-31 — The Virtuous Woman: Her Praise - Those around her will praise her ( Proverbs 31:28-31). Since the virtuous woman is figurative of the glorious Church entering into rest in this life and into eternal life, these final verses in the book of Proverbs tells us how the Lord will "praise us" ( Proverbs 31:30), which is by giving us eternal rewards ( Proverbs 31:31). In his first epistle to the Corinthians, Paul calls these eternal rewards "praises of God" ( 1 Corinthians 4:5).

1 Corinthians 4:5, "Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God."

Illustrations- Daniel tells us that divine wisdom will bring us to a place of shining as the brightness of the stars.

Daniel 12:3, "And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever."

The Lord will reward each of His children in Heaven according to their works.

Psalm 62:12, "Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work."

Matthew 16:27, "For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works."

Romans 2:6, "Who will render to every man according to his deeds:"

1 Corinthians 3:8, "Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour."

1 Peter 5:4, "And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."

There will be no rewards for the works of the flesh, which is referred to in Proverbs 31:30, "favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain."

1 Corinthians 3:14-15, "If any man"s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man"s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."

Proverbs 31:30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.
Proverbs 31:30 — "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain" - Word Study on "favour" - The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word "favor" ( חֵן) (H 2580) is used 67 times in the Old Testament. It is translated, "grace, favour, pleasant, precious, well-favored."

Word Study on "beauty" - The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word "beauty" ( יֳפִי) (H 3308) is used 19 times in the Old Testament and is always translated as "beauty."

Comments- While man tends to trust in his strength ( Proverbs 20:29), a woman trusts in her beauty ( Ezekiel 16:15). Note:

Proverbs 20:29, "The glory of young men is their strength: and the beauty of old men is the gray head."

Ezekiel 16:15, "But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was."

Proverbs 31:30 — "but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised" - Word Study on "she shall be praised" - Hebrew ( הָלַל) (H 1984) - This is a primitive root that literally means, "to be clear (originally of sound, but usually of color), or to shine," and it takes the figurative meaning, "to make a show, to boast," and thus the meaning, "to be (clamorously) foolish, to rave, to celebrate, or to stultify." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 165 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "praise 117, glory 14, boast 10, mad 8, shine 3, foolish 3, fools 2, commended 2, rage 2, celebrate 1, give 1, marriage 1, renowned 1."

Proverbs 31:30 — Comments- The question presented in Proverbs 31:10 about how to find a virtuous woman to take as a wife implies that a virtuous woman is not easily found. It implies that the search is not simple and can be very deceiving. Therefore, Proverbs 31:30 gives a warning not to be deceived by her charm and beauty in choosing a wife.

Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised."

As Proverbs 11:22 warns, some men marry a woman, not having looked past the beautiful golden ring and found themselves married to a foolish woman. 

Proverbs 11:22, "As a jewel of gold in a swine"s snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion."

Creflo Dollar says that charm is but for the moment, while character is all the time. 155]

155] Creflo Dollar, Changing Your World (College Park, Georgia: Creflo Dollar Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 18 June 2009.

Note other translations of Proverbs 31:30 :

BBE, "Fair looks are a deceit, and a beautiful form is of no value; but a woman who has the fear of the Lord is to be praised."

HNV, "Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain; But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised."

Proverbs 31:31 Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.
Proverbs 31:31 — Comments- When a virtuous woman has her life and her household in order, it brings about a beauty that inspires others to praise her. This praise opens the door for the virtuous woman to redirect that praise to the source of her strength and Wisdom of Solomon , and that is to her Lord who has blessed her.

